THE DOUBLE MARRIAGE OF THE DUKE -
A Historical Play in Five Acts
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PHITIP, Duke of Hosse -
CHRISTINE, his wife <
MARGARET von der Saal, lady of the nobility

John Kirchhain, preacher in Kassel

Theodore Fabricius, preacher in Allendorf

Dionysius Melander, court-preacher in Kassel

Justus ¥Winter, court-teacher and preacher in Kassel
John ILening, precacher in Melsungen

Adam Kraft, church superintendent in Harburg

Anton Corvin, church superintendent in Rotenburg

Philip Melanchthon, the reformer from Wittenberyg
Martin Bucer, the reformer from Strassburg
Rudolf Gualther, theologian and poet from Zlrich

John Feige von Lichtenau, the Duke's chancellor

George Nusspicker, vice-chancellor and notary in Kassecl
Rudolf Schenk ot Schweinsberg, landlord at Hschwege
Hohn Nordeck, the Duke's counsel and sccretary )
Henry Lersner, ditto

Christopher Hulsing, valet of the Duke

Elizabeth Diede, maid of the Duchess

Anna Scheffers, ditto

Katherine Biedenkapp, maid of Margaret von der Saal

Jutta Diede, Elizabeth Scheuernschloss and two others, - charwomen.
The bride of Theodore Fabricius

A sexton and his helpers.

People and nobility as a church congrgation

SULEIMAN, Sulten of the Ottoman Empire
SULEIMANPASCHA, one of his three Viziers
- ROXELANE, Eveningstar, Morningstar, Heartsdelight, Angelvoice,
Beautyglow, - wives of the Sultan
Guards and other servants in the harem

PLACE:: the Tirst three acts in Kassel (in Hesse, Germeny)
the fourth act in Constantinople '
the fifth act in Kassel

7 T ME : the first threec acts, late afternoon and evening of the
last day of the year 1539 A. D.
the fourth act at the end of the following January
the Fifth act at the end of the following February
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The charwomen, maidservants and menservants - and also others
who speak to them - should usc whatever dialect is spoken
wherever the play happens to be performed.
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Two equally large rooms are seen, with a
partition wall between them in whiech is a door.

The room at left is a bedroom; through a
window at left the setting sun shines into the room.

Tue room at right is a library and office;
there is a door in the rear.

In the bedroom Margeret is sitting astride a chair
with her beck to the audience. Her long golden hair
gleams in the sun as her maid, Katherine Biedenkapp,
combs it with long sweeping strokes.

KATHERIDNE
How it catches the light!

(after a pause) Like gold!
(another pause) The Duke loves your hair, gracious Lady!

MARGARET
It seems so, for he is full of compliments far it...
(takes & hand-mirror
and observes herself
and Katherine's work) You seem to take special notice of him when he is
nere!
KATHERTINHEH ‘
Special notice? As if that were necessary.
One need ohly have eyes! _
When he is here, he sees only you = devours you
with his fiery glances...& pketure of a man is
the Duke, a r ¢ a 1 man and a great lord, by
whom many a woman would desire to be lovedl
HMARGARET :
(softly laughing) I guess you are in love with him yourself,
KATHERINE
I stay on my social level and hold to his valet.
MARGARET .
Christopher is a wide-awake fellow, = are you sure
tnat he will keep his mouth shut, and not gossip
sbout my plan to disguise myself as a man ?
KATHERINDNE
fhat does my lady think!
My Christopher has moved about in the world,
and knows how to serve noble personages.
MARGARET ' -
Is he then so soon y o u r (Christopher?
K4ATHERIUBNE ,
© Why should I conceal it any longer?
As soon as he has a permanent position with
the Duke, we will marry.

(thfough the rear door of the room at right
Christopher enters and busies himself so
that the noise is heard in the bedroom.)

MARGARET
Hurry !
(she points to the room at right)
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Someone s salready in there!
Soon the conference of preachers and counselors
will begin, and we can be certain that the Duke
will call in here before that.
Don't delay any longer, but begin now to make
my braids!
KATHERIUNE
Yes, yes, I am already doing so.
But the hair is s o lovely and thick,
it refuses to be imprisoned!
MARGARET
(observes Katherine's ‘ :
work in the mirror) I think we will have to cut off a little more
behind the ears, otherwise it will not look
right when I put the cap on!
(she snatches a big pair
of gscissors and hands to
Katherine) Here are the scissors!
KATHERITNE
But not too much !
(cuts a few hairs
with great h631tancy)
MARGARET
Hore!l Go ahead and cut!
: The best thing would be to cut it short all around.
KATHERITUNE :
( jumps with horror ' _
and cries out) Oni Oh{ The Duke would never permit that.
. That would be a sacrilege, gracious Lady, if
you did anything like that!
Only the nuns do that, and they surely do not do it
because they want to. Long hair is woman's chief
beauty, and binds men tlfhter than ropes!
MARGARET
According to the Apostle Paul long hair is even
an honor to woman, neVLrtheless this pious man
does not permit her to show it in churcho...,
perhaps he is right, for the Duke would be ,
distracted from his prayers by my hair - , from
his prayers and from God!
" KATHERINDNE
Hy, how spiritual you have become, since we have
been here in Kassel =, like a preacher!
MARGARET '
Wnat else can you expect, when I do nothing but
read the Bible all day?
But now that will all change. Thank God!

(mimics horse-back
riding) Tomorrow ITgoriding, r 1ding, r 1 d i n g
KATHERINE '

In other ways too you have @hanéed gracious Lady,
since we came to Kassel. At first you were so much
in love with the Duke and now you are 80 = S0 = S0
(precipitately) reserved toward him: you are actually ¢ o 1l d
' to him,

Qo
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MARGARET
(after a pause) This love between the Duke and me...
is not a physical infatuation!
The Duke does not love me as other men 1ovc WOomen .
He loves my soul. Uot my bodyl
KATHERIUTE a
I think differently;/man remains a man even when
he is a Duke.,
MARGARET
But please! He is a Duke by grace of G o d -
by d ivine callingl
KATHERIUNE
Even so. But it is as a man that the Duke loves
your hair, your mouth, your eyes, your bosom = =
HMARGARET
(stands and holds
Kath's mouth shut) Quiet now, you little match-maker!?
If it were true, he would have long ere this -
(takes mirror and
looks at her hair Oh dear! - why talk about it!
from all sides) It is not his pleasure that the Duke secks 1in me,
' but communion with God.
KATHERTINE

(places cap on With.me that 1s entirely different!

WMargaret's head - When I love a man and I notice that he also likes me,
and adjusts it then it's all over with me!

with great carve) But do you really love the Duke? - I mean with your

heart, like ordinary people love?
MARGA R ET
Do you think I would be here if I dldn‘t -~ that
I could have stood this imprisomment, ...it is
already s even long, 1omng Weeks..° just
to be near him?
KATHERIUNE
Trnen I simply can't understand why you show him
. g0 little tenderness.
, HARGARET
(observes herself Katherine, your small talk is only making my
in the mirror heart heavy! :
again) Quick, give me the coat. The cap looks good!
KATHERITUNE
(helps her with coat,
then buttons it in It's a good thing your bust is not fully developed
the front) yet, otherwzsc it would be comical here in front
MARGARET ‘
I wondéer how the Buke was able to get this male
attire for me so quickly. It was only this morning
that I thought of this disguise.
KATHERTIUNE
He took it out of his own wardrobe. First he stood
in front of his closet and pondered deeply what to
choose, = then hie brought out this costume.
HMARGARET
(touches herself all over
and looks into the mirror) . It fits. It fits perfectly!
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I cerbainly would like to know the last time
the Duke wore this suilt, for today it would be
much too tignt for him.
KATHERIUNE
I think he said something about it being twenty
years ago - at an 1mp0r1a1 congress.,
MARGARET
iwenty years ago? Why I wasn't even born then!
KATHERIUNE
lt’s a good thing that this suit is in style again
and we need no tailor to alter it, who might
gossip about what we are up to.
His graceé, the Duke, wears a suit exactly like
this one.

I -2

Thé Dukec oppears in the rear door of The room &t
right, is respectfully greeted by Christophier
Hulsing, acknowledges the greeting with a nod

of the head, and casts a glance at the documents
and papers in the room, and strides to the door
of the partition wall, and knocks,

(softly)

HMARGARET

There he is !
KATHERIUDNE

(likewise softly with an
inquiring glance at Harg.) Shall I open?

(Marg. onswers  with a nod of the
head and Katherine opens the door)

PHILIP

(takes one step into the room, closes
the door behind him without turning
around, and then gazes in surprise

at Margaret)

God bless mel! If that isn't the young Duke of
Hesse as he looked at the Wormser imperial congress -
the one whom all thne girls were so wild about!

(makes an exaggerated
bow before Hargaret)

I greet your noble grace, Duke of Hesse, Count of
Katzenellenbogen, Dietz and Ziegenhain -
as your saild noble grace's most obedient servant!

" MARGARET
(to Katherine)

You can clean up later.

Katherine gocs lnto the room at right;

there Christopher stormily ewbraces ler.

After o little hesitancy she returns his

kisses p43310natoly, until Preacher Lening
comes into the room and sends Christopher

away to get something, wherecupon Lenlng

tries to caress Katherine, but she rebuffs him,




I-2 : 5,
Margaret moakes an
&

exaggerated bow So your noble Grace is pleased to great himself;
before Philip) and if the Duke of today -

(she points to him) _
would like to tell tue Duke of an carlier day -
ipoints to herself) ' .
something about thiose girls who were so wild about
him, then HMargaret von der Saal will be as guiet as
a little mouse, and will prick up her cars.
’ PEHILIP
(he hasftaken Not about the girls of Worms -
both her hands and
kissed one after the othor)
but about himself shall the little mousc hear
(elose beside her some thing.
so that he is speaking ~ ‘
sidewise into her ear)
' The boy was hardly 16 years old, yet had already
: been a reigning Duke for thrce years,
(places his right arm
around Marg's hip, and left
hand upon the left side of A
her breast) when he rode in this suit to Worms to attend the
imperial congress; andamong the lords temporal and
» the lords spiritual, and other dignitaries of the
s  empire, he was more than ever impressed and
oppressed by the words of Solomon:
"jjoe unto the land, whose king is a childl®
Oppressed also by the astrological prophesy made
at his birth, that he would have much luck with
women and would have two wives - -
(Marg. looks at him
freom the side with Yes, oppressed, becausc he feared God's
astonishment) punishments upon adulterers, and because oven in
those days he did not know what to do with all
the fire and sap in bis body...!
(1ifts left hand to
forehead, without taking
right arm from M's hip)
It just comes back to my mind - that I also visited
Iuther in Worms, - on the same day on which he
bravely refused to withdraw from his stand, - in
his lodgings - it was already late in the ecvening, -
and I asked him if he really taught that a woman
: might marry two men at the same timel
MARGARET '
(interrupting) 4 women two men 22
PHILIP
Yes - |
My cousin Ulrich of Wirttemberg had read it in a
sermon printed in the previous year.
lMoreover, after the session of the congress, Wwe
young noblemen with our jolly companions were
guests of the Capuchin monks, who have a monastery
near Worms, with oxteonsive vineyards -
we had drunk considerable wine - =
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(he | Laughs softly)
Holy-Virgin'!s-N1i1lk they called
the wine, because the vineyards are near the
church of the Holy Virgin -
and they insist that the wine is as good as the
milk of our holy Virgin Mary and as full of the
Holy Spirit as she. ' :
We had drunk more of this wine than was good for us,
especially Ulrich, who at every glass asserted that
he was filled with desire for the Holy Spirit!
As we then rode back to the city - I was struck by
- the idea: let's go visit ILuther !t
HARGARET
Whot was Luther's answer anyway?
PHILIP®P
That I don't remenber - A
Nothing serious probably, for e could sece ¥ at
once that I was not filled with holy spirit but
with the spirit of wine.
[ARGARET v
I am wondering why you did not also ask him the
same question turned around -

bt
=

(places her hand

on her mouth) Oh, what am I saying - you were of course at that
' time not yet married.
PHILIP
(sighing) No, I was not yet married; but very soon thereafter

my counsclors married me to Christine - I was
hardly 19 years old -~ and was still in the meshes
of the Roman Catholic faith, and held strictly to
the command of marital faithfulness ===
but alas, only inwardly, for only threec weeks after
_ the wedding, I - = =
(breaks off with a sigh)
MARGARET
Didn't you love Christine?
Even today she is still very beautiful!
PHILIP '
She was beautiful, and I liked hepr -
I also learned to love her, as I discovered her
good and noble heart - i
yes,; her goodness has won my heart, that I must
admit; and possibly I could have loved her then,
if I had met her in some other manner -
without knowing this one you have got to marry}
MARGARET T
(separates herself
from him completely

as ‘she speaks) Why do you say "g o t to marry"? Who could have
: ' © compelled you?
PHILIP

No one = it was simply that in the midst of my
promilscuous love-affairs I became so confused that

I accepted my counselors! plans, and signed a wedlock
contract with her father, just like I signed
thousands of other contracts - :

I really only woke up when I stood before Christine.
Before that I had only known sensual joy as the tie
between man and woman, but now came marital duties.
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MARGARET

Nevwrthclcss Chiristine became tho mother of

seven children !
PHILIP

Yes - , certainly -

Yet the burning desire - the 1nvoluntary, impulsive,

and therefore so thrllllng dissolution in’ ecstdsy.ge.

wa.s m1331ng rignt from the start -

(w1th a heavy sigh) and is stlll missing today.

(hysterically)

MARGARE
I can't a1t0fcther understand that!

PHILIP
Christine was raised very strictly, and that which
alone can thrill me and make me happy she looks
upon a8 sin,
Never does she show me that she desires me. And
gven in the nuptial ewmbrace - when I lead to it -
she still insists on being chaste and pious.
Horeover I became throuwh marriage a double sinner.
What previously had been ohly sinful lust,
now became 9 d U 1l t € P F ceveescon
spare me the re-telling of my agonies !
Agonies of the senses, when I avoided the women
that aroused my lust! Agonies of the soul, when
I again became enslaved by my lust,
again and ever again!
I coulgd not resist; nor did I dare to partake
of the Lord's Supper any longer:

(ioarse & stifled) as adul terer and whoremon @ er

I feared to eat of the Body of Christ amd to drlnk
His Blood !
MARGARET
Then you did not go to Holy Communion again?
PHILIP :
I didn't darc...
For weeks I often lived in these two rooms like a
monk in his cell, fasting and praying..
Battling the devil and praying to God, I worked
over there -

{pointing to other
room where meanwhile several
preachers and counselors

have arrived)

and here in this bed of yours I often dreamed of
an angel who would save me:
it was a h ¢ 11 in which I lived!

MARGARE

So I am 11V1nf in your hell, am I?
PHILIP

If you want to look at it that way, yes.

But as the angel from heaven that I drecamed

for myself into this helll

(he tries to kiss her, but she pushes him away)

(he looks
astonished)

BWARGARET
How happy I am, Philip, that I fled to you - and
also that - that - you didn't touch me, even though
I passionately wished to be possessed by youl
Yes, I was at first deeply disappointed that on
the night of my arrival I slept alone; this did not
at all fit into the picture I had made of you.
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I thought that after all you did not love
me as much as I had believed = and
intended to leave the very next day.:

PHILIP '
You foolish little girl!
You have the same idea of me as everyone else has,
you know me only as a jolly fellow, who lives and
lets live, = asg warrior and aGVOnturer, hunter and
carouser, Wlth light head and heart, -
but believe it or not before I met you, thiere was
hell in my bosomn.

HMARGARET
I shall never understand why it shculd just be me
who is able to be to you all that Christine and the
other = women, cannot be to you.
After all, what am I?
A little Glrl - daughter of my mother, who was a
LovVerness at court and formerly the social companion
of your sister, the Duchess Elizabeth von Rochlitz.
In short, I am nothing at all,

PHILIP
Intellectually it cannot be understood.
But the one thing I felt as soon as I saw you and
immediately pressed my wooing of you, - I guess
you were not a little startled, - was that I must

(solemnly) not pull this angel down to me in hell.

But she shall 1ift me out and up to God, - she
shall become my bridge to God.
All this I vowed as I stole the first kiss -
And became happy through this vow, - happier than
evers; = because 1 could recognize love as God,
the whole world grew young -and secemed filled With
the divine spirit.

MARGARET :
When did you first think of moking me your sccond

wife?

PHILITP
Right after the first kiss when you begged me with
tcars in your eyes never to kiss you again, - which

I promised, wnen I saw your anguish and bashfulness,
(re joicingly)
: And as you thien became flooded with thankfulness
so that you gave my kiss right back to mé =
farewell for ever, it was intended to be!l
But it became the bridge to eternal union with youl

(kisses her long and tenderly -
until there is a knock at the door)
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In the room at right, all of the
invited preachers and counselors have
in the mecantime arrived.
Katherine placcs chairs for them, and later
Christopher Hulsing helps her. Some are
sti1ll standing and a few are meading books
and papers. Finally Hulsing lights up the
poom and then knocks at the door at left.
Philip and Margaret quickly end their kiss.
PHILIP
Come in!
CHRISTOPHER
(comes through door,
closes it behind him, 1
then bows to Philip) My lord, the counsclors and preachers are agsembled.
. PHILTITPF '
Tell them I'11l be right in.
CHRISTOPHER

(bowing) At your service, my lord.

4] n 3

(returns to room) His grace informs you that he will be here
immediately.

MARGARET
Before you attend the conference T mist show.you
a letter from my mother,
(hands him letter) an answer to my Christmas greetings to her.
PHILIP ’
A letter from your mother %
(opens it and reads in lowered voice) ’
fnno von der Saal at Castle Bellevue, to her daughter
Margaret von der Saal, on Christmas day in the yoar of
our Lord, 1539.
Wy very dear daughter: Thank you for your good wishes for
Christmas and the New Year, HMay it see you as the wedded
~wife of the Duke, so that my burdened heart may be relieved.
T have visited your patroness, the Duchess Elizabeth von
Rochlitz and have hinted to her that you may not return to
her service, but did not give hel the real reason in order
to proteect you from her anger, which would be as severe as
herself, wherein she is like her brother Duke Philip.
If only the Duke keeps his promise to marry youl
Then I will be satisfied and will forgive you tho flight
from my home.
Keep your fatherfs name unspotted by dishonor and also
think of your uncle, my brother Ernst von Miltitz, who 1is
maorshall at the court of the Grandduke of Saxony, and
governor of the city of Dresden.
After your thoughtless flight to the Duke, there is nothing
clsec left for me to do but to agree to this unhappy plan of
his doubhe merriage, so that the world will not be able to say
you are his eoncubine, from which may God protect you and us.
T beg of you if it is not yet too late, t o withhold yourselfl
before the wedding, and I request honorable witnesses 1if I
should accept your invitation to be prescnt, also a public
_cercmony in a church, and the full consent of Chrigtine,
the first wife.
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Margaret, you know that I am a woman of few words, and I
hope you will understand that I am writing and requesting
0ll this merely to protect you and our family from unhappi-
ness and sheme. I pray for you and look up to God in heaven
and to your saintly father, Johann von der Saal, who died
with honor, and who looks down from hedven upon you, where
you yourself will some day have to give an account before
God as the Judge of the living and the dead, f :
I trust everything will be for the best, and that I may soon
have the opportunity to embrace you in all good xa favor.
: Your mother, Anna von der Saal.

(Philip interrupts his rcading

several times to catch Margaret's

eye, but without success. Even

now she stares straight ahead.)

Do you regret now that you came here?
MARGARET
vou know exactly what I think and how I feel;
only in your nearness could I find the strength
to defy all the opposition of the world - but =
PHILIP?
But? - But what?
MARGARET
(painfully) But otherwise my mother is right.
PHILIP ‘
Docs that mean that you yourself now want a public
wedding = and honorable witnesses - and the
consent of Christine? ‘
MARGARET
Yes, Philip, but do not misunderstond me.
The letter already came yesterday, and I have
thought everything through thoroughly.
When T had to leave Kassel three months ago in the
company of your sister and was forced to go back to
Rochlitz, I had only one wish, one desire:
to rempin here ncar you and With you.
Awoke and asleep I dreamed of being with you, and
T wrote you many letters, foolish letters, which
T purned up agein and again. Only a few did I send
to you, only those which did not reveal my ardent
longing. ‘

(he puts his arm around her but sho resists gently) ,
Then I obtained your sister's permission to visit
my mother at Castle Bellecvue, and after many
sleepless nights revealed everything to her, -
but found only resistance and indignation, yes ¢ven
threats; she said she would exereise her parental
authority and lock me up. Terror seized me at the
prospect of not being able to write to you, and
that you might believe I had forgotten you.

(he presses her gently but passionately to himself despite her reluctance)
After that, you know how I came here, accompanied
only by Katherine Biedenkapp whom I had taken with
me last Oétober from Kassel as a living memento.

To him, to 4 im- that was all that I could
think of. Then came the first disappointment, after
I got here and my desires remained unstilled.
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PHILIP
(strongly and ' Hargaret, - my leaving you alone nights, my being
intimately) compelled to leave you alone had a

. ‘different reason, a very‘banarg‘one‘«
(she looks at him I - I was sick, and am ohly now again wholly well,
questioningly) :
o MARGARET v
(quickly) But today I am happy about it = you need not offer
: any explanations. I am even thankful that you did
not come. :
Day after day then passed away, week after week
of these endless conferences =
You visited me often and made me acquainted with
all that was golng on = you were very lovidg and
brought me many gifts =
but still T was a pr i sonerxr !
(shie sobs softly and leans against him for a moment)
PHILTITP ' '
Forgive me, dear, dear heart, that I have
been so cruel to you,
MARGARET

(regaining I could not show myself at the window -
composure ) I could not leave the room =

it was agony To listen to you talk of hunting and of
parties - intensc jealousy filled me toward every-
thing and everyone, so that I could have screamed, -
‘maybe I did cry out sometimes, for Katherine often
rushed in and asked, What is the matter?

PHILIP?
But why have you not spoken of this before?
This idea of disgulsing you as a man we could
have worked out sooner.

MARGARET
I was so ashamed of my weaknessesg, and only found
the courage to speak after the letter from my
mother came -
besides there were nonetheless lovely hours for me =
when I dreamed of you =
and when reading the Bible, yes there were often
wonderful hours: my body was imprisoned, but my
gpirit was free, and I really believe now that it
was good for me to be lockeéd-in and to be able to
express my love only mentally!l
Wy dammed—up passion poured itself into the feminine
figures of the Bible and infused 1life into them,
most of all Esther, the second wife of King Ahasverus.
Philip, can you therefore understand that I gradually
came to desire exactly that which my mother wants:
to become yours openly before God a n d before the
world, and before all men and therefore also -
before Christine?

PHILIP -
Have you also considered this, that before the world
I am the reigning Duke of Hesseé and furthermore the
head of. the Schmalkald league of cities and domin-
ions; upon which all Protestant Christians look
with fervent hopes and all Catholics with deepest
hatred. ZEmpErirn IEmperor and Pope, yes the whole
world has its eyes upon me, and upon everything I do.




(stamps with
his footb)
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HARGARET

I have thought of everything and worried
over it, Philipy,-e v ery thing!l

I wanted to go away =

back to my mother or into a convent,

because your double marriage seemed to me

a great misfortune = for you first of all

and for Christine. Also a misfortune for me =
for both of us. And =¥=kxaX lastly, also for
the reformation. :

PHILIP

Shut up about the reformation! The Devil take
it if it can show me no way to you,

or would even block the way.

Without you I would be just that which in

the opinion of Christian bigots and hypocrites
o man should be, namely a living corpsel

Only in a wedded love=life with you will I
carry on the rcformation I
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Several pastors and

counselors have asked Hulsing
repeatedly to knock agaln, which
after some hesitatlion he timidly does.

Phildip
(brusquely) Come in!
o Hulsing

(enters, closes

door and bows) The géntlemen are becomlng imputlent My Lord.
‘Philip ‘

(1oud enough to ‘

beé heard through The gentlemen should have anotherxnomem's

door and wall) patlence -

(most of them cringe) a ” I
I am coming immediately.

Hulsing returns to conference
room; a8 he starts telling wint
Philip said, someé point to their
ears to show they have heard.
‘ Philip
(with a sideglance at the door
and a corresponding gesture)
- Those dogma and paragraph jugglers!
(He lightly embraces
Morg. with one arm) Listen Margaret, this véry day I will compel a
teérmination of thesé discussions - this very day -
on the last day of the year which started evilly
for me with a serious illness of my body, but
which shell end as a year of grace and healing
not only for my body but for my soul.
Freely and openly I will acknowledge my relatlon-
ship to you in this new year.,
- No longer will I conceal behind dogma and paragraph
that which makes: niy life worth living -
Before God and man you shall belong to me -
The request of yeur mother shall be fulfilled.
Margaret
But your wife, Christine!
Will she agree to our union?
Philip ‘ ‘ '
She must - if she wants to become happy through me,
because I can only become happy through you.
Can oné make another happy, if oneé is unhappy
oneself? == "Enough for now; I must go to the
seribes and phariseecs again - after thnt I will
call in on youkagaiﬁL
Margaret ' -
Philip, I would 1ike to take part in these dis=-
cussions. It was very kind of you to arrange to .
hold them in the adjoining room so that I can hear
everything - but I am troubled at the thought of
'eavesdropping, it would bring me added pein.
Phili
But your presence is a secret Margaret!
Margaret
It can remain so, because no one will recognize
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' this young man as Margaret von der Saal.
(Proudly points to herself) -
Introduce me as baron or squire - who is
seat by my mother.“

Philip
(interrupts) As baron or squire‘? ’
(laughs) That's a thought that appeals to me.

What name shall we give to thiis squire -
or would you rather be a baron?

Hargaret ’
But that is un:.mportant'

Philip
Here's an idea., ) '
Your name is Philip and you are my double,
same dress, same name.
You are my incarnated and rejuvenated immge,
my little Philip, my dear sweet Philipl

Margare t
Who still needs a family neame..

Philip
Fomily name? ) '
Let's give him yours - von der Saal. '
You arc your own brothér, Philip von der Saall
And that also serves to explain the great similapre-
ity, if later on anyoné should find his features
reproduced in Margaret.

Margaret
But my brother's name is Abraham!

Philip )
That is your bpother after the flesh -
But your brother out of fantasy is named as

. ‘ we baptize him - Philidpus!
(He goes to the door and opens it.)

- ' ; ' I-5
(still in Philip C
the door) Come, dear baron}

(turning to pastors ete. '
who deeply bow to him) Praised be the name of Jesus Christ!

(now Marg. is in the doar, '
he a step ahead of her) 7 At our holy conference we have a guest.

(with gesture of introductign)” ' Baron = Philip - von der Saall
(all bow to Margaret) Brotheér of Margaret von der Saal, whom his

mother Anna von der Saal has sent to obtain
news of our discussions,

During the introduction
Katherine slips into the
other room and c¢loses door

Allow me, dear baron, to introduce these
gentlemen. '
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‘ First the representatives of heaven:
(each bows as name is called)

Kirchhain, pastor here in Kassel, a great zealot in the Lord.
Fabricius, pastor in Allendorf, an equally active zealot.
Melander, my coubt-preacher, a powerful word master.

Winter, my court-teachsr., ~ - ' ' S

Lening, pastor at Melsungen, master of word and pen.

Kraft, my superintendent at Marburg.

Corvin, the superintendent at Rotenburg.

Bucer, the reformer from Strassburg.

And here a bridge between heaven and earth:
Gualther, of Zlirich, theologian and poet by God's grace.
And now the representatives of earth:

Sir Feigé of Lichtenau, my chancellor.

Slr Busspicker, my vice-chancellor and also attorney geueral
in Xassel. R a ‘ '

Siyr Schenk in Schmeinsberg;‘goﬁernOr‘at‘Eschwege on the Werra,

Sir Nordeck, my counselor and seeretary. -

Sir Lersner, likewise my counselor and secretary.

You can see, dear baron, that in the council and
discussion of thé marriage between your sister and
' ’ myself, heaven and earth are both well represented.
(by gesture invites S - '
2ll to be seated) And now dear Tusspicker, please recad the minutes
of our previous discussions.
"Nusspicker
(elaborately opens hils port-
folio and is sbout to stand up
pompously, but by a gesture of =~
Philip is invited to remain seated)

Philippus, by God's grace Duke of Hesse, Katzen-
ellenbogen and Ziegenhain, has repeatedly called
together the undersigned pastors and counselors

and has solémnly urged them as masters of Holy

Virit and legal form to help him comé¢ to a clear
understanding whether it 1s in larmony with God's
will anmd worldly law and therefore permissible for
him - in addition to his wife of 16 years, Christine,
daughter of Duke George of Saxony = also to wed the
baroness Margaret von der Saal, daughter of the late
Johann von der Saal. = o R

Only thereby has hé hope of avoiding fornication
and adultery, and of attining to forgiveness of
his sins through fellowship with our Lord & Savior
in Holy Communion, which he has avoided for many
years because of ¥ fear of eternal dammation.
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We have specifieally inquired of him whether
this additional wedlock is not a temptation
of the devil in the form of a maiden,
whose charm is confusing his mind and drawing
his soul still further away from fellowshlip with
Christ as the only way to God. - -
When we inquired whether he did not think he could
avold adultery end fornication through abstinence,
his grace declared vehemently - S
and the force behind his words carried convictlon
to us - that he 18 not entering into this second
marriage as a matter of affectlon or sensuous love
for the attracted maiden, but solely in order to
escape eternal damnation, and as a bridge of
reunion with the body of Christ.
Furthermoré that he 1s ready to repeat this
declaration to Luther and other ref ormers
and all Protestant rulers. ‘ o
Aside from this however, and in accord with the
Protestant teaching that every man is his own priest,
he is prepared to justify himself independently
beforé God. In no evént however, even at the
. eost of his life or body, does he intend to give
“up this second marriage.
Mapsaret N :
Pardon me, your grace, that I interrupt with a
question! Do I understand correctly that your
grace wishes to morry my sister w i thout
any affection or sensuo u s
1 0o v e, and solely to escape eternal damnatlion
and as a bridge of reunion with the body of Chirist?

16.

(The pastors nod
their heads to show that

it is indeed so. The -
counseélors show astonishment.)

Philip . . . : _
T will heve this protocol copled for you, dear
baron, so that you may study 1t at your leisure,
and will thereoftor answer all your questions.

(signals to Tet ua ot this time continue the reading.

Nussp. to continue)

Nussespilcecker ' :

: ‘His grace accordingly had recourse to Holy Writ,
and reéferred specifically to Lamech who had two
wives, one nsmed Ada and the other zillaj . o

--gnd Abraham to whom Seral bore no children when
he was still Abrem and she Saral, and who there-
upon at her suggestion took the maidservant Hagar;
-wgnd David ond Solomon, who had plural wives and
who wére the human ancestors of our Lord & Savior =
Pnilip , ors LL ERs
" yUnderline this part and read it again.
’ fuss picecker ' _

(takes quill

pen and underlines as he reads) David -- snd Solomon == Who had
plural wives -=- aid who were human ancestors of
our Lord and Savior; ' '

-egnd furthermore referring to Christian nobles and
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kings in the past, likewise to the prescent king

of England whose secondary wedlock with Anne Boleyn

is at present a fact; ‘ V ‘
==and, not to forget, thé Christiens in Turkey who

have two or more wives, -

His grace finally declared thit not only the
happlness of himself, but also the happiness of his
first wife, Christine, and the well-being of his
country, -was- dependent upon his attainwent of
salvation through his proposed second merriage;

and likewise Lis work end leadership in the cause
of Protestantism was dependent on it.

Having weighed all these considerations, and bearing
in mind that according to the Protestant teaching
marriage is no longer a sSacrament as it is in the
Cathollic teachlng, and therefore no sacrament would
be violated by a second marriage -
| Hargearet SELDLL maeLrid
(interrupting) =  Hay I hear that sentence again?
(all move uneasily in
their seats; N. looks
at P. questioningly.) =
Philip R T ’ -
I beg of you, dear baron, not to ask questions
(To R.) v until after you have theé copy.
/ - = Bégin that sentence again.
‘ Nusspilicecker T o ’
(Very distinct) Having weighed all thése considerationms, and bearing
' in mind that according to the Protestont teaching
marriage is no longer a sacrament as it is in the
Catholic teaching, and therefore no sacrament would
be violated by a second marriage - B
And warning his grace to avoid fornication snd
adultery entirely in ‘the futufe undér penalty of
eternal damnation, and to keep the punishment of
David ever in mind - ' T ‘ -
We, the undersigned, became convineced that it
would be proper for his grace to use this second
marriage as a bridge to a bodily union with Jesus
Chirist in holy communion, o
But on condition that the second wife be kept
secret, and the impression created that she is
merely an ordinary concubineé, - this in order to
protect the Protestant cause, and not create any
public disturbance, nor excite the souls of pious
Christian husbands. '
Thius far we had comeé.

o Philip o
(heavy sigh) Yes, so far we had come.
(another sigh) But now, gentlemen -

We must go further - much further. ‘

Our guest brings the request of his mother, the
widow Anna von der Saal, that the Ducheéss be cone-
sulted, and that her consent be obtained.
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' Bucer -
(interrupts) That would happen! )
' ' Fabrici us S ) together
(interrupts) I was afraid of that! )

A Philip ‘ ' '
(hesitatingly And that a public wedding be held,
but louder) ‘with honorable witnesses!

Bucer

For God's sake!
Fabricius
' Alnighty God!
Gual ther
Utopian!

together

(Kirehhailn, _

Fabricius, Bucer, Gualther

jump up excitedly; the others

moveé around on their seats.).

(Xirehhain in greatest excitement

takes a step toward Philip)

Kiréeéhhailn

Your grace prefers a frank word from his subjects!
I was not at ease during any of the discussions
of this plan - from which may heavén protect you -
and therefore I inguired secretly of ILuther in
Wittenberg what he thought about it. ' S

(all very tense) Luther too will only permit a second marriage if
this Margaret von der Saal is designated as a
concubine of your grace.

(Philip makes an angry movement
of disgust, but avolds looking at
Marg. who is trying to cateh his eye.)

I was the first preacher in Kassel who dared to
preach the word of God in the Germen larguage,
and will also dare to be the first one here who
dares to speak out in plain Germen that which all
are thinking about thils matter, your grace.

(The counselors make gestures of
deniial, also Melander and Lening;
the others stare straight ahead.)
You plan to come to my church this evening -
and desire to partake of the blood anmd flesh of
Christ = which you have not done in over a decade,
I cannot refuse you this désire,. because God alone
" can decide who is worthy to eat and drink.

(highly excited and swttering)

But I must refuse = and do refuse with all formality -
to take any further part in this discussion of your
second marriage - becsuse I will have nothing to do
with it} '




(with fanatical ecstasy)
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I will pray from now on until the service this’
evening, that God may change you = and make you
worthy to receive the blood and body of Christ!

(plunges toward the rear door)

Feige

Calm yourself, Kirchhainl

Fabriecius

(as K. disappears)

(Hulsing shuts door left

open by Kirchhain)

Stay! ZXirchhainl

I =6

Philip

Let him g0 = ' ‘

Perheaps God will help him to see that he has
advised meé to use deception and cowardly hypocrisy!
That Luther would give similar advice, I will not
yet believe. For, what is found good in the ejyes
of God, can certainly not be evil before the world
and humanity.

In Kirchhain's German words lurks the spirit of
Romé and not the spirit of theé true gospel that
fears only God, but not the World nor man

Fapbpbriciu s

(points to Corvin)

(P. stares gloomily)

Forgive mé, my lord - ' ' S

if I venture a word on Kirchhain's behalf.

He and I often discussed your plan, and he always
felt that in your marriage there was nothing that
would call for a second marriage.

Se ven children the duchess has born for you,
and the waning of sensual pleasure between husband
and wife is according to God's will and is the
essential purpose of wedlock.

Furthermore, I would remind your grace that I

and other preachers, smong them Corvin ‘
have repeatedly been ordered by you to combat the
multlple marriages of the Anabaptists.

As ‘recently as last yeer, I was sent to those k=
whom you had imprisoned at VWolkersdorf for this.
 What was right then, certainly cannot be wrong now!

Felile

(interrupts)

Shouldn't we obtain Luther's advice, your grace?
Only lie has suffic iént asuthority to keep the rulers
and prlncipallties of the Schmalkald lesgue behind
_you, in cas¢ the Emperor Charles should ever attack
your position on the basis of the general law,

Philip

Dukeé I am by grace of God - and only to Him
responsible, not to the Catliolic Emperor, who mis-
uses the ‘general law and fhe power of the state
all too often for the benefit of Rome.

And if we succéed in creating a Protestant Germany,
as we fervently pray to God may happen,
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all general law and state power will be

"renewed through us, through

thé combination of the Protestants and the Holy Spirit,
who today already must guide us on our way.

F eige

Truly the state and the general law are living
things, and as such cdpable of development =
but until the new is in effect, your grace is
‘bound by the old.

' Philip
(after slight hesitancy)

" (points to it)

(to Bucer)

All right, I will follow your suggestion, counselor.
Bucer shall go to Luther and Melanchton in Wittenberg
and request them to add their signatures to your protocol.
But first that séction dealing with the condealment of
my second marriage and the denial of my secord wife,
must be eliminated .

I will presently give you furtheér instructions.

But now, gentlemen, I beg all of you to proceed to the
duchéss and make her acquainted with my plan - show her
the protocol.

We shall all meet in Kirchhain's clmrch this evening.
The discussions however will not be continued until

: Bucer returns°

(pastors and counselors arise;
only Margaret remains immovable and
continues to stare straight ahead )

You, Nussplcker, make 8 copy of thie protocol for our guest

(points to Marg.)

(Na bows to Pe

whio looks

over the intervening pastors etec.
to Christopher thsing)

Christopher, lead the gentlemen to the duchess.
Then wait outside the door till I call you.

(A1l pastors ete. bow to Philip
and then f£ollow Hulsing through
the rear door.)




Phililp
(goes to rear door and
then to side door to meke
sure they arce shut; then
turns to Margaret)
‘ What's the matter with you, Margaret?
(she does not look up)
Where are you anyway?
Margaret
(1ooking up but other=- "
wise immobile) May = it - not - after all be God's will?
Phildip - ’
You just heard the contrary in the protocol,
didn't you?
Margaret
( jumps up and holds her
head with.both hands )
O that protocoll
Itis-terr»rible!

(monotone) Without any affectionate love or sensuous pleasure
you want to marry me!
Phillilp

(after a pause of uncertainty)
To preachers one must use Blble-talk and to
lawyers one must speak a legal jargon, otherwise
one 1s not understaod by them!’ - ‘
Had I said I wanted to marry you because of love,
I would not only have had Kiprchhain against me -
Margaret
So you are double-tongued and speak in two
languages - and difficult it now is to determine
which one is truel
Philip '
Margaregy don't say that. When I spoke to you
alone, you heard the speech of my heart, and
mus t have felt that it was true - ‘ “
The protocol is mere inksspeuch without blood or life.
Hargaret
Nevertheless I am merely a lowly means to a
h'igher end == your crutch or bridgze to
enable you to become united with Christ in the
‘flesh and blood of Holy Communion.
Phililpyp ’
Hargaret! Do not profane what is holy to all
Chrlstlans.
(wants to ‘embrace her but she pulls away from hiwm)
If through you I find the way back to the holy body
and blood of Clirist, you are thereby exalted and
not debased, Margargt do not feed me dry words,
when I am so thirsty for your lovel ‘
T Margaret
(no longer avoiding him) '
I am so afrald now, because Christine is learning
of it. Would it not have been better ¢f you had
spokeu with her yourself?
Philip
(pehind her and close to her)
‘ You make me sad, Margaret, because you. do not feel
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- the reason why I broke off the conference -
(she looks at him :
over her shoulder questloningly,

and remains so even during the

first few of the next words)

because love and affection for you gripped me
as this bigot attacked you -
- because you were o shining light in my soul
as he called you a concubine -
because I wanted to be alone with you, and
' wanted to ask you,

(he stretches his

head ovér her shoulder,

cheek touches cheek) - ' T .

if you will let me come to you again this

evening after the church service]!

Margaret ' ‘
I cannot get rid of the thought of Christine,
and am continually asking mysclf whe ther she
will agree with you. .
Philip '

(same position) I repeat = she mus t - ' : ‘
if she wants to bécomé happy aéain through me,
because I can only become happy through you
and cannot make others happy unless I am happy

myself.
) -7 Margaret
(puts cap ofiff) I'm so troubled -
(same position) And so afraid -

(he tenderlﬁ embraces her from the rear)

D6 not be dngry with me, Philip, that I have
80 little courage now.
Philip = . pe orders o '
I love you, Maygaret, and want to make you happy,
dear Margaret, \to becomé happy unyself and to make
others happy: hristine my children, my people
and all mankind = =
- That is the purpose and meaning of the love=bond
between us, its H o 1 y meaning even without any
priest's blessing.
Margaret ' S - '
As yet I cannot understand it all, Philip, and
: therefore trust you that everything is as you say -
(she presses herself close to him)
Oh, I wish it were all over already!
Philip ) ) '
May I loosen your hair? - you know‘hcw I love it!
When I came, your cap was alrcady on; and only when
your hair flows down from your shoulders does it
"reveal its full sSpléndor and magnificence!
(he has loosened the braids and is now opening them,
while sniffing with plyfeasure at them) '
It's ravishingly sweet - and heavenly!
Margaret
Someone might como!




I-79
Philip
No one can come,
Outside of Christine, no one has the right to
come here; and she now has the preachers and
counselorsw1thher° :
(he has loosedn her
hair so that it covers her
shoulders and hangs below the hips)

What glorious loveliness!
An angel 'S8 gorment made of thousands of
golden threads!
Margaret i
Your voice is like that of a poet,
yet the preachers' voices also sound through!
Philip
Forget about them, Hargaret' -
disturb not my adorationl '
Madonna are you to me, and Eve I see in you -
Your Adam am I, but without sin!
On your breasts I want to rest, and kiss
' them as your boylsh lover -
(pushes his head T
into her hair, reaching his arms’
around her so that each hand 1s on a breast)

Only your hai?® shall cover you =
Agéaast veil of your nadkedness -
In' Paradise with you I want to be}
Margaret
(presses herself towvard him)

Now I am at peace again, Philip,
because I feel that we can become happy
with each other!
Phil ip -
(secking her mouuh which she no longer W1thholda)
My angel are you = my angel woman!

(kisses her)
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Hulsing
(tecars open the
rear door and appears)
The duneches s 1is coming!

(P breaksy off the kiss,

" Marg. stands dazed a moment, then . plunges
toward the side doorwhich she tears open;
but Hulsing is already making place for the
duchess as she comes through the rear door)

Chr i's t_i'n a

(remains standing in the door and is about

to 1ift up the protocol, but she lets it sink
ag "her eye catches the side door which 1s
closing; then with the protocol she points)

Who 18 running away from me there?
Philip .
(still standing
fixed where Marg. left him;
in toneless volece)
Good evening, Christine. '
To what do I owe the pleasure of your visit
at this late hour?
, " Christine - o '
(still in door) Good evening. Now please - who was that?
PRilip R >
I don't know what you mean}
Christine
(takes one step into the
room; Hulsing slips out and
closes the door from the outside)

(Marg, 1s listening in the room at left,
standing at the dsor, and cautions Kath-
erine with gestures to remain quiet.

You are avolding my question. ‘
I want to know who ran into that room just now
as I came. ‘
Philip
Oh = you caught sight of the baron = =
‘whiom I had asked to leave me alone with youl
Margaret
A baron with long hair?
Philip
- Long hair? '
(With a forced laugh) That was - = an optical illusion!
Christine
I saw - what I saw! The hair was long.
Even very long.
Philip
(stuttering} The baron's hair is - somewhat longer than a man's
~ hair - usually is. About so long -
(with uncertain hand he indicates = ) ‘ i
the neck and shoulders) Half-long you could say. But never 1 o n g.
The light has dcceivcd you.
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Christine '
Then introduce me to the baron =
so that I can observe H i m once more.
Philip o
Prusently, Christine - presently.
Christine
Immediately = a t omnec e -
so that I can see what 1s reality and
what is illusion.
Philip '
Then you doubt that I am telling you the truth?
Christine
‘ o 1 doubt many things ' o
(1ifts protocol) since I have read this bit of writing and
woman alongside of me as your wife -
(1au5hs sneeringly) I should even give my c ons ¢ nt to this!
Philip
If you wish to discuss this with me, I will
' - come with you.
(turns to go) Christine
That is what I came here for.
But n 6w I want to know who ran into that
“other room. ‘
Philip ' o
'~ I told you = & baron - Baron Philip von der Ssal.
Ehristine ’ ) ' o
I do not trust your words. I want to see for
myself, whether h e has short or long hair!
(she steps toward
the door, but P. steps in her way)
- Philip
You must believe mel He has short halr -
h a1l f long if you insist.
Christine
I must believe you!
Then swear 1t with an oath.
Phililp
Do youf really seriously demand that I should
o call upon God for this ="2
(laughs pﬂinfully) I could almost bdg Him to lengthean the hair
miraculously -
(he indicates the '
léngthening of the halr with
forced, comical gestures)

longer and longer, all the way down to earth -
'so that you may be right. ’

Wargarct with firm gescures demands a pair
~of scissors from Kath., which the latter
immediately finds sand hands over. With
deadly seriousness Kath. is ordered to cut
off Marg's halr at the neck. After shiort
. hesitancy, Kath. does so.

Christine

You cinnot talkg me out of what T° sawy with my
own eyes - your refusal to swear convices me that

I saw correctly - eome now, s w ¢ a r or let me pass.
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(P. again obstructs the way)
Philip
No = ¢
' You must belleve me without an oath.
(Whl le Hath. hides the
severed hair under the bedsheet,
Margaret steps into the room)
Margaret
- I beg your grace to introduce me to her
grace, the duchess!
Philip
(stares wildly at Margaret's
short hair, then speaks
haltingly and hoarsely)’
Baron - Philip - von = der - Saal.
Christine
(with an egaégerated cgurt¢sy) ‘ ’
I thank you, dear bavon - I thank ycu! "
(she retires quickly through the rear door, which Hulsing again closes
from outside) ‘

I-09
" Philip
(remains paralyzed for a mément; then
plungeés into the next roodm, scaring Kath,
CRies out - almost roars out) ' ‘
Where is the ha 1 r |}

(Kath, tremblingly draws back tne bedsneet. . -

P. kneels down and caressés the halr like 4 living thing.

Kath. runs into the other room past Marg, over to the reéar

door, then turns around and lodks at Marg. questloningly.

Marb. indicates that she may go, which she does through

the rear door, closing it after her. MNMargaret then goes

into the other room where Phlllp is groaning in front of the hair.)

It's a crime - a sin - & desecration af nature!
Margaret
Crime? Sin? Desecration of’ nature9"
The sacrifice of my hair prevented your false oath,
saved your s o 1 1 from damnation -
and this sacrifice you call a c¢crime = a sin =2
(she watches him as R
he strokes the hair with his cheek,
then angrily stands before him)

' 'Wh om do you love anyway? The ha ilir or me?
(ne does not listen, so
she holds her head with both hdnds
in despair; moving into foreground)
~ ‘He doesn't hear me! Hes%s insane!
(in greatest excitement she walks ' '
to the redar of the room, unbuttoning her coat}
suddenly turning around, she tears her shirt open
in front so that both her breasts are almost fully exposed)
. Prilip!
(1ouder) ‘ Phi - 1ip !
(still 1ouder) Pni-11ip It



(at the third call, Fhilip

turns to her, staring at her

breasts) Philip : '
Beautiful - youare beautiful, Margaret!

(rises like a dream-

walker, without taking his

eyes off her breasts)

Margaret!
M a »r g a r e t ¢

(standing erect now,

he reacheés out his arms and

moves slowly toward her)

Will - you - be - mine - now?
S AMargaret
(closes hsr-&ress at
the moment he tries to touch her)
No = Iwill not!
I"d1id want to, when you askcd me before -
tonight already = - =
But now I don't Want to anymore!
Philip
(1nsistent1y) Dear Margaret!
’ Margaret
(withdrawing and
holding him off with the right arm,
while holding her 4=88% shut with the left hand)

' Stay away from me!l
Stay over there with my hair!

If I only could, I would also give you my
breasts with my hair -
Breasts, Hips, everything ‘that execites you =
bit by bit - the whole body - -
But not my soull

P hi 1ip
Margaret - that is madness !

Margaret
I tremble when I think that s ome sickness might
have robbed me of my halr -

(hysterical laugh) S kin and khailr jyoulove -

N ot the soull :

Pnilip
You've lost your senses, Margaret'
God can reéveal Himself even in theé pleasures of
the senses = think of the Holy Communlon which
énables us to partake sensibly and through the
pleasure of taste, of the flesh and blood of the
Son of God in the form of bread and wine!

Mar aret ' _

(staring - tonelessly Flesh and blood of the Son of God in the

S o ' - form of bread and wine!

(slowly louder) Now I see the abyss of your soul which has already
destroyed so many women and which should have
destroyed me: an abyss of lus tfulmness,
filled with skin and hair, breasts, hips, lips,
kisses, flesh and blood of concublnes!

God however you séek in the church, in the body
and blood of thé crucified 6ne, but not in the
body and blood of the beloved Womanl

Philip
0 you distort and misunderstand everything!
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M ar g aret ' G
Since I cut off my hair to save you from perjury
and from God!s wrath, and to save your soul from
helly I see evcrythlng in'a new light.
I have been transformed -
I wos an infatuated girl; now I have become

a woman = who seeks hep soul's salvaulon
in her own way. :
Pnilip LEE Ll
‘ ~ What, you ‘want to leuve me, Margaret?
(solemnly) - Margaret

Your s oul I want to save, '
and therefore I Wlthdraw myself out of the
reach of your body -
until marriage has again become a sacrament to you
and the way to God -
t e way to God - =
the on'ly way to Godl
‘ . Phili p )
(desperately) Christ is the only way to God -
- Hush up, you are blaspheming!
Margaret
(with increasing pathos) ‘
Anew will I reveal God's word -
As woman - o '
Who no longer listens to man nor swears by him,
and who no longer in church remains silent!
(1ifts right arm half up,
with elenched fist, so that
it seems like a threat)
A reverse Sampson will I be; '
who finds God's strength in short hair,
and tumbles your church structure into ruins!
Not sooner shall I let my hair grow,
not soocner will I become your wife,
than you search for and find God in me!

(she Yplaces both hands

pelms inward over her breasts,

bends her head slighly forward so
that her chin almost touches the tips
of her fingers) VR
This I swear by Him who created man and women -
by the Almighty Creator of heaven and earth! ’

(curtain falls),

Gl041¢
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‘While curtain is still down : : :
there 1is heard a confusion of

exclted voices. o

View into Christine's receptilon

room; door in rear leading to her

- bedroort, ’ ‘ I

The same parsons and counselors as

in the first act, with the exception

of Kirchhain. Some are seated and

some are standing.

Fabricilius
(speaking to some who are about to leave) o
Let's stay a little longer, gentlemen,
let's stay a 1little longer.
In spite of all, the dutchess may perhaps
comeé back soon, snd then we can EXXGHER
discover without delay just wiat she intends
to do to oppose the plan of the duke, =
we nust teake advantage of her excitement.
. Nelander G VELLage 0L HeL UL :
(jovially mocking) So, my dear colleague Eragizk Fabricius, you
definitely know t h a t she will do something
to opposes ‘

Corvin, Kraft, Gualther, Nusspicker,
Nordeck, Lersner, indicate tlhrough gestures
that Meadnder's doubt and question appear

- unimportent to them. ~ :
Lening and Winter however encourage
Meélander to press the question.

Bucer, Feige and Schenk remain neutral.

" Winter '

(with raised forefinger to tle first me ntioned) ’ '
The doubt expressed by Eeélander's question deserves
attention, for heretofore the duchess was always
an obedient wife and subjéct to her husband,
even as the Bible demends.

We eannot expect mich opposition from her, even
thcugh she just now ran off exeitedly with our
protocol to ker-husbend- the Latke .

' Fabricius

(to Melarder) Y ou a8 court=prescher  ,fcowsl I

(to Winter) and Y ou as -eeupb-téacker, naturally know more
about thée family 1ifé of the ducal pair than we
parsons out in the country; however I have heard
trint the duchess is noted for great plety and
merality, = end that in her heart she is still
somewhat Catholic. In any event, I feel that her
obedience to her musband is rooted in her sense of

maritsl duty and her fear of God; and that -this feens
obedience will instantly turn to disobedience when

we declare thit this planned double-marriage of
the duke 1§ contr ar y 6 God, and that 1t
must be comsidered an inspir etion of the Devil -




Lening

(excitedly)

(some nod assent)

We declare - 7

What do you mean, we? ;

Y ou want to declare that -
you and perhaps Kirchhain.

‘Do get it through your head that I and others

in this circle are n o t agreed with you. '

I for cxzxample believe that God permits double max'riagea
Even the biblical examples in our protocol prove

that, anl flurthermore, Lutksr,

(with excited gestures to Fabricius)

your so highly respected Doctor Martin Imther in
Wittenberg, in a sermon twenty years ago stated

(Fabricius mekes gestures of disbelief)

= I can show it to yaj)g‘in print -

pruferred to a divorce.

But in any event, neithér I nor the rest of
us can permit you ‘to présent to the duchess your
own views as the views of this conference.

(marmurings of assent from nearly 2ll)
_ Melander

(to Lening)
(with pathos)

(self—satisf‘iedly)“

(Since all feel hit
Fabricighaus feels.

' double marriage, a publie scandal, an abomina tion!
(Lening and Meddnder

make angry gestures
(to Lening)

(sneeringly)

Lening

Fabricecius

You should however also seck out the spiﬁ’c of God

That expreases my idea perfectly!

You have heard Luther's opinion expressed through

the mouth of Kirchhain.

Iuther will assent to the double marriao'e of the
duke only if it is kept s ecre € = and provided
furthermore that it is publicly denied when necessary,
just4s 'all of us had demmded in our
protocol. ‘

and turn their eyes away from each other,

viectarious and becomes exaggeratedly bathetic)

Heée v e r however will Imther permit a public

of resistance)

And even if we as a conference have not arrived
at a definlte "conclﬁsio‘n about the matter, it would
secem clear who is in a better position to know and
to preach the t r u e gospel,

you =or I ? ' '

I studied at Witteénberg, when Luther nailed his
theses on the door of the court church, and )
Luther hims el { has taught me how to -
find God's spirit in God's word. ‘
But ¥ ou = if I nay remind you - at that time
became a Carthesian monk in Eppenberg, ad
roemaineéd amonk until the duke estoblished
protestantism in Hesse, - which came as a ‘great
surprise to you as prior of the monastery, = if

my information is correct.

It is, respected colleague.

in the words of God's Son which read as follows:

The first shall be last, and the last shall be first.
Moreover, mare than twelve years lave since then

come and gone - of which you have not yet completed




(importantlyd

(to Fgbricius)

(to Fabricus)

(raising his voice)

(with strong
feeling)

II = 1 X i ) 3e

eight in Hesse - nevertheless you really should
already have noticed that the reformation here
in Rassél is different than Luther's reformation
in Witteaberg, - and may be said to hold a

middle ground between Luther and Zwingli.

This I know all the better because I have been
here right from the beginning, and furthermore I
have had the advantage to be called repeatedly
to the castle at Rotenburg when the duke was in
residence there and felt the ne ed of talking
with a cultwed man. -

Since the duke 1is also your ecclesiastical
overlord, it may interest you to know that he is
not at all satisfied with the present status

of the reformation and that he hns some

very revolutionary plans -
unfortunately I cannot siy more than this -
yet this much I will say, that up to the présent
he has n ot foiund his soul's salvation in the.
church of the reformation, anmd that he is now

‘looking for it along the way of the double marriage.
Bucer ' ' T "

I can only ¢onfirm that, my dear Fabricius, even
though I have only been hepe a few days and have
not been able to speak with the duke as much as
Lening has., I too have the impression that this
idea of a double marriage is not a mere whim of
the duke, but that it is a deeply serious and
important mtter., '
It perhaps répresents the last possib ility for us
to win the duke over to an innér loyolty to the
reformation, which needs h i m as much as W e
need air to breathe,

The duke is tle very soul of the refarmation!

Melander

Bravo, Bucer!

Bueer

(still to
Pabricus)

Does it therefore not trouble you that ke las up
to now found no salvation foar his own soul in the
réformation?

Do you realizé that since the reformation the
duke has not once attended holy conmuni on?

Melandex‘”

I must note one single éxception. In the beginninb
of this now ending year, he becime very ill and
thought he saw death staring him in the face,
and so - after a fourteen-year lapse - he came for
the first timé again to the holy altar,

to receive the body of Christ and forgiveness of
his sing/ of long years of adulmry, whi ¢k he loocked

‘upon as the causé of his illness -

(wittily 519.0111@ about ) - which no doubt Wwas carrect!

But as he later discovered that his sexual forces
wéPe strongér than his good intentlons, he gave up
hope for his soul's salvation, even though in the
meantime his body had become fully well again.
And so now he wants to save himself from eternal
damnation tlrough a double marrisge,
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because he believes it will be easier that way
to keep himself within the bounds of wedlock -

(again glancing mischievously around)
which of course is definitely easier with two
women that with onel

Bucer ‘
Of all this I knew nothing, but it confirms my
opinion that the Duke 1s in a state of deepest
' : S soul anguish,

(broadly unctious) and 1t enables me to see, worthy colleagues, that

the hour of decision has come for the Protestant
' cause.,

(some make questioning and unbelieving faces) '

Yes, indeed, the hour of decilsion
- for the Protestant couse has come!

(takes a deep breath

and asks the first question '

with lowered but peneyrating volce,

trembliné) o '

Fourteén years ago as the flicker of the Reformation
was asbout to die out, who was it that brought it to
flame up again and shed its light upon the world?

- = The twentyuone year old Duke of Hesse, by
establishing the Reformation in his realm}

Me Lander

© Well saidl

Bucer ' ‘ ’ '

(voice slightly raised) Who, as the new church=head of his realm,
procéeded immediately also to give his people a
new church constitution,’
who converted the various monasterles and convents
into useéful welfare organizations,
who founded the first university in the world
the.t taught a Protestent theology, in Marburg, -
all this as an exeample and inducement to all other
rulers and dominions?

- The twentyatwo year old Duke!
Melander
- Very well saidl
' Buecer N ' ' o '

(voice higher) Who was the first among Protestant rulers to see
that in the long=winded fight between Lutlier and
Zwinglé with respect to the form of Hily Communion
lay the most dangerous thirsat to our causeé, and
who started the ‘Marpgurg Religious Discusszions
in ordeér to remove this vital danger?

- The twenty-five year old Duke!
Melander
~ Very truel

o Bucer N ’ ‘

(firm and louder) Who was the only one that was able, despite :
Luther's mistrust and obstinaey, to draw toge ther
all Protestant rulers and dominions into one
powerful political group - the sSchmalkalden League -
which is more feared by emperor and ‘pope than is
the devil himself?
= The twenty»six year old Duke!

Melander

(clapping his hands) Great, Bucer!
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Bucer ) ‘

(lower & less loud) Who dared desplte all opposlition -
(1ooks threateningly at Fabricius) - even from Wittenberg - '

to risk life and his possessions in order to

bring Duke Ulrich von Wirttemberg b a ¢ k

into his dukedom, and with him establish the

Reformation there? ' ‘

- The thirty-year old Duke of Hesse, =
whom we since then call Philip the Great,
although he a 1 w a ¥y 8 has been greatl
Melander o ‘ S '
‘Yes, indeed, he has always been great!
, "Bucer
(with raised volce and
strong feeling) ' v ‘ ‘ o ' : "
Who is the man, who at all Imperiasl Congresses
secured honor and reéspect for the Reformatlon, and
who himself embodies it before all the world, '
who is hateéd and feared by all Chiholic Christians,
but is honored by all Protestant Christions, and
loved like no one elser
Always and everywhere thé now thirty-five year
0ld Duke Philip of Hesse, the needs of whose soal
must touch us a1l 1 Jjust as much as if they
WEre our own,
Melander ' '

(clapping hands enthusiastically) Bravo, Bucer, bravol
(murrurs of assent also from most of the others)

Bucer .
(again to These are the questions which I will present to
Fabricius) Luther and Melanehthon when I g6 to Wittenberg, =

But you, my colléague Febricius, I would ask:
which is b e t t e r , that the Duke should as
an adulterer despair of lis soul's salvation,
or. that as husband of two women, he shaell find
salvation in the Protestant movement, and shall
carry it forward to a final triumph over Rome?
Melander : ol Vel v |
A well-framed question, Bucer, - very well framed.
Now he should answerl

Fabricius
(grotesquely solemn ' 7 _ o B
and slowly) Above all humonity and therefore also sbove the
Duke stends God the Lord, who first-sent his Son
as leader and then shed the Holy Spirit to lead us
and guide us - '
Melander T
(apes the tone of Fabricius, but in quick tempo)
" Even unto all eternity, amen !
FPabrilicius o '
(takes the tempo of Melandér in order to cateh up with him, and screams)
‘ But not the unholy spirit - R ' o
who lives léss. in the Duke than in the words of
otir c¢olleagues Lening and Melander, =
for ‘the?”strmithen'nis"delus“ion that God can be
found through the way of sensuous pleasure.
(slower and EXzmRER .
more softly again) If Kiichhain and I _were stationed at the court in
Kassel = '
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Belander v o oo §oo i
(1nterrupts With a powerful voice)'” Lod s

~Then the holy" ghost would”mmx&mﬂkx soar like a

“white 'dove over Kassel ="~ -

nor would I objeet if it came down kmxkims

mR well roasted!

‘ Fabricius ‘

(obstinutely continues his interrupted sentence)

= the Duke would never have gotten the idea of
‘ o double marrisge!

(to Bucer) How will you publicly justify 1t, in view of the
fact that the Duchess has already glven birth to
seven children, and can very likely give birth to
seven more? =
It is clear to all the world that,Duke desires

, - to marry Margaret von der Saal

(he shakes himself as he utters the next words)
out of sheer 1lus t!

(shakes still more as he speaks the next words)

Sexual love and sexual impulse, without any
godly purpose, is the only motive%z
“Indeed, gentlemen :
(takes his head in both heands)
I am nonplussedl!
) Melander
(interrupting) HMe too!
Fabricius
- that you can even for a moment seriously consider
giving your consent toa public double
marriage! '
- "Can't you see that it is a temptation of thﬁ devil -
o Mel ander
(interrupting) Nol '
Fabricius ' ’ ’ o :
- who through obtaining our consent aims to bring
all Protestant husbands -s& to the way of thinking
that they have theéir wives for the purpose of
satisfyling their sexual impulses?
Melander
Well, well, now, suppose you ¢1ve us your reason
for éettlng married!
Fabricius hiear and see, ' '
7+ (bristling) ‘That you shall ﬂaﬁgﬁ = and this. evening already -
(21l look up surprised ;
and he himself makes a pause,
in order to increase the tension)

Kirchhain is to ‘marry me immediately after the sermon,
Melandeéer
Let's hope we don't lose our sight and hearing at
such a spectacle! = I had already noticed that
Kirchhiain's wife is a veritable embodiment of the
devil, but now I realize that he married her in
order to have constant practisé in battling the
devil, - and’ I guess you are going to marry for
the same purposel
Fabricilus
It's impossible to talk seriously with you =
You seem already at this early hour to have looked

dee nto the wine-glass!
too deeply into ; 8 (over)

S, R U
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(During the argument between
FPabricius and Melander, '
Elizabeth Diede came in through
the rear door, and looked searchingly
around without being noticed; gradually
she comes forward and is noticed by some)

: Elizabeth '

(very timid) Beg pardon, noble gentlemen, that I disturb
your counference, = T ' .
but I am looking for fher grace, the Duchess.

Winter B T
We are waiting for her. o ’
She went to his grace, the Duke, but we hope
that she will soon be back.
. Elizabeth ' ' : '

(less timid) I was told to help her dress for church -

and it is now time for her to begin, -
“her ladies-in-waiting will soon beé here.
Fabricius ' o o
Whatts that you say - the duchess is going
to church this evening? :
Elizabeth T
(servilely) Yes indeed, your worship!
' " Fabricius

(attemps to speak magnanimously

but does it patronizingly and

pedantically) Not your worship, my good woman!

: It is now the proper thing to say: Sir preacher -
Sir parsoni
Elizabeth ‘ ' _
(still more servile) Yes indeed, Sir preacher and Sir parsont

Fabricius sinks into meditation and no
longer listens to her reply; she triles

to go to the rear door, but is called by
Melander who, during her talk with Fabricius,
has indicated to tue others by gesmtures

that he is going to have some fun with her.

Melander
Elizabeth!
Elizabeth '
(servilely to Melander) At your service, your worship!
Melander . | '
I would very much like to get some information
from you, Elizabeth, some impor tant
information - ‘ ) o
(she strokes her apron and strikes an attitude of importance)
about thé Germanrode convent -
(she is embarrassed) in which you were an inmate,
Elizabeth o ‘
Only & novice, your worship; I was not yetd
old enough!
Melander
" So much the betver!
Then you observed everything with childlike b
trustfulness and without prejudices.
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I would like to know about that Sister Mary
who played the role of the Angel Gabriel in
your convent, and performed the wonder work
, of the Holy Spiritl -
(Eliz. plays with her apron to hide her embarrassment)
Do you know anything about thate
Elizabeth ‘ I ‘ :
Oh, your worship, I cannot speak about that
in front of so many gentlemen!
Melander ‘ ' ‘ ’
(surprised) ' Wnet, you yourself also experienced the wonder?,
Even as novice?
Elizabeth ‘ ' ’ o
N6, your worship, I d4id not believe in it -
but I have -
(oreaks off embarrassedly)
Melander
Whot have you?
Elizabeth '
I nave the dress of Mary, the convent dress, and
' her nightgown and = ;
(breaks off again) '
Melander
And what else?
BElizabeth \
Her broom!
ie lander
You must give me these things sometime.
' ' ' Elizabeth o ' o ' )
(excitedly) No, your worship, those thinks I cannot give up.
You cannot ask that of mel
Melanden» o o
I only want to see them. ) _
You must know that the Duke has ordered me
to make a record of all important and unusual
events that took place in these former convents.
o ‘ Elizabeth ‘ o o
(quised down) . I'will let you see them, but to give them up -
no, that T won't dol! I ' -
- For every evening I pray in front of them begging
that the Angel Gabriel may also appear to mel »
1ander e g 7Y = ,
So you still hope for the miracle?
izabeth ‘ o ) '
Yes indeed, your worship, for I now believe in it.
1Tander — . = BV
© And what makes you believe in it now?
lizabeth ' C ’ o
I havée really seen it happen to my own sister Jutta
and to other inmates in the Germanrode convent,
lander U a Sl
" What daid you see that proved the miracle?
lizabeth o I
Why, they all became pregnant!

H OB
- O
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Some want to laugh, but they control themselves
because Melander forbids laughter by the emphatie
seriousness of his face.
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Melander ’
- So they all firmly belleved in the miracle?
Elizabeth
Well, they were already full-fledged nuns and
they went'in’many'nightS'to Vary -
I was still only a novice, and so was
Anna Scheffers!
Winter
The other maid of the Duchess9
Elizabeth
(to Winter) Yes = that's the one - your worship.
(again to Melander) They treated her just as they treated me.
Melander
Then I do not understand why y o u should be
the one to receive the dress - and the nightgown -
and the broom - of Sister Mary, as keepsakes!
- BElizabeth
(scaredly) Oh I beg of you, your wopship - ’
(turns to others) and also the other gentlemen, not to tell anyone
) S - that I have theseé things -
(she goes close up to Melander and speaks behind her hand)
I kept these things secretly - evén my sister
Jutta knows nothing about them - only Anna Scheffers
knows it and her grace, the duchess,
Melander )
We will not tell onm you.
But I would really like to kinow why it was Just
you who recelved these things.
Elizabeth '
(again plays with her apron and draws away from lelander) ‘
Chi, your worship, that I really caunnot speak aboutb
to you; no, that I really canft!
(all look interested) :
Melander S )
I pelieve, Elizabeth = that now you mus t tell
it, otherwise all of these gentlemen will thinksomet/
of-you—os indecbntf 5ﬂnu/ W7
Fabricius ’
(with exaggerated dignity) = I must obmect to this = ,
Melander '
(points to Fab.) With the exception of this gentleman here -
: who is at least as holy as your Angel Gebriel
’ in the convent -
(Eliz, quizzically looks at Fabricius who becomes cmbarragsed)
You can without fear, tell us everything, Elizabeth,
for 1t all happened during the time when you were
‘still, “catholic -
(Bliz. still playing with her apron, and more than ever)
Elizabeth
Ok, your worship -
Melander ‘ ‘
Ease your consclemce, Ellzgbeth - 1t is almost as:f
someéone else had been in your place, for in the
meantime you have been reborn through the True
"G os pe 1!
(last words are spoken
with a -mischieveus side-glance at Fabriclus)
el
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Elizabeth -
On, your worship = I only wanted to see¢ if it was
true, = but I was so frightened I couldn't move
when I lay in bed with Sister Mary -
I prayed the whole night that the miracle might
happen = but 1nwardly I was doubtful neverthelessl
Melander
How did you get into the bed of this - Mary?
izabeth
For weeks I had looked every night to sce 1if
Mary would not just once be free. But there was
always some other nun standing in front of her
door, or else inside with her, -till at last
one day I was lucky -

23
-t

‘(ecstatically) - So I went in and lay down alongside of her!

Melander
And what was salid to you by - her?
Elizabeth ) '
(very sorrowfully) N o t hin g - 1In the morning only her nightgown
lday beside me, and in the nightgown was her dress -
and in the dress was the broom!
Melander
‘And how do you explain that?
' Elizabeth ’
(naively$ I believe God wanted to punish me for my unbelief,
- and therefore put a spell upon Sister Mary.
Melander
(as if terrified) But ‘the broom, Elizabeth - the broom!
(EliZ'S ' BXIxE xEXBxaxis ) :
(eyes filled with terror) I WOnder if the devil wasn't behind that!
Elizabeth
Oh you scare me, your worship!?
(Quickly makes the sign of the cross several times)
I have never thought of that!
Melander
You need not ¢ross yourself right away, for it is

only a -guestion in my mind -
(with an ironical Aredfal i o
glance at Fabricius) Moreover, as a reformed Christian you are not
allowed to make the sign of the cross in any event!
Elizabeth
(still full of terror)
Oh, then I have prayed to the devil all these years@
On God, Oh God, COh God!l
(again quickly crosses hﬁrself several times) ‘
Pful Devil, pful Devil, pfui Devil'
Melander ‘
The matter is not so bad, Elizabeth, even if it
- was a devil -
(shc JePkS together)for it could only have been & Gathiolic devil at
that time, who has long since Beén driven out -
(glance at Fabriclus) by the spirit of the true gospel!l
Elizabeth
- Can I depend upon that, your worship9
Melander
Well, since we clergymen are just as expert in
matters concerning the Devil as in matters concern-
ing God - perhaps even more so - Yes, you c an
depend on 1it!




11,
ITI = 2

) "El1iza Beth
(Wlth concedded jubilation) ‘
Then I can continue to pray in front of my relics®?
Melander
Ybur = relics?
.‘,, SR RR N
Elizabeth
(giggling and near to Melander)
That 1s whot I call these things Rrzmxfimkarx
of -Sister Mary, because I =

(brecaks off) . :

Melander
Because you = 7

Elizabeth

(playing with her apron,

but still remeining close

to Melander)
Because I - because I always kiss them ,]ust

as one kisseés reliés.
Then I go to sleep, and almost always dream af
‘the Angel Gabriel!

(at the last words she closes her eyes

and leans backwards'aﬂainst‘Melander's‘belly,
présses her arms togéther over her body,

and makes a few swingmng motions back and forth;
then speaks with a start

Do you believe that it is stlll possible for
me to experience the miracle?

Melander
(with great upction) 7 V , A N B .
| To God, nothing is impossible, Elizabethi
(Elizabeth like a dream-walkger
goes back into the bedroom of the

duchess; all look after heryd
more or less dreamily.)
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Melander -
That was more than I expected = ‘
Furthermore thé puzzlé of this Sister Mary
in the Germanrode convent has not been solved
to this day, for she had disappesred when an
investigation was made of the comvent because
so many pregnancies were taking place.
We know only the r» e sult's of this
miracle-working - about & dozen children -
and now also these relics - ‘
(he laughs) Relics :
Fabricius I
7 ' For me there is no puzzle -
(21l look up surprised) ' ' B ‘
for I am sure that the Devil was behind it all
and had his hand in it!
(some turn away to
hide their laughter; but '
Melender makes a deadly scrious face)
o "Melander
(feigning astonishment) Ch = §
(then zealously) That was my suspieion too, as you heard me
: say before. But only now when you €xpress
the same thought, am I fully sure of 1it!
Fabprloius. et T - 2 Sl
It is only one more reason to thenk Luther for
liberating us froém the cesspool of comvent life,
and for driving out the devil of immorelity who
was hidden in the garment of chastity.
Melander o o
T have heard it said that the Devil personally
appeared to Luther at the Wartburg while he was
translating the Biblel '
PFPabricius ,
fRxezneEg Certainly! .
o o But Luther threw thé full inkwell at Him -
(importantly) ' T saw the big ink-splotch at the Wartburg with
' my own eyes!
Melander o ' ‘
Then the Devil mist have certainly been "all wet,
for Luther surely needed a véry large inkwell
to translate the whole Biblell =
(ne sticks his belly
forward, and stretches forward A
his bent arms to indicate a large receptacle)

Nevertheless I believe that Luther did not really
want to Brive the Devil away with ink, but
“with wine =
o Fabricius
(interrupting) . With wine = ?1!
Melander» C
Surely - the wine which 41l Reformed Christians -
now receive at the altar, and which as blood of
Christ should conquer the Devil in their blood;
where incidentally he sticks more tightly than
anywhere else in the world. '
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Yes, and we monks felt the 1iberating
effeet of wine even before Lutheris appearance -
when the spirit of the wine drove us out
of our monk's garments -
' Fabricius
(interrupts out of your garments - ?
again) Well, what did you wear then?
Melan "a er
We had in the monastery = relics of Paradise!
Fabricius )
Relics out of Paradise - ?
W%y-qﬂﬁyb-that's impossible, for since Adam and Eve
no man has again been in Paradise -
From whom could these relics ‘have been?
Melander
From Adam and Eve themselves'
‘ - Fabricius
(thinking hard) From Adam and Eve themselves = ¢
And what kind of relics were those?
' Melander
(fully serious) Thelr wedding garments!

(211 break out laughing and
Fabricius finally laughs too in
painful fashion, to hide his
shamefacedness) ’ :
‘ Fabricius IR
You are a terrible goker!
Melander
In any event, you now know how 'we were dreéssed
when the spirit of the wine drove us’ out of
our monk's garments -
And sometimes it dRREEXEE even drove us out
of the monastery - all of ®m
which by the way also happened to the nuns in
a nearby convent especially on warm summ er nights -
' . Fabricilus _
(interrupting) A1l of whieh - 2 o
But then there was danger - that monks and nuns -
(tries to take a light tone, but 1t becomes plaintive) =
would meet each other 1n the costumes of Adem
and EVvE€oess
(eyes widen in terror) that means naked ! -- nakedl} -«
"nakedl ===
Melander
Your mental sharpness, my dear colleague, is
really remarkable - 1t cannot be otherwise if
one has really beéen a student - -
' for the meeting of n a k e d monks =
~(Fabricius jerks as thoughhit)
- " and maked nuns -
(jerks still stronger and shakes himself)
did actuslly happen, even frequently -
in the woods. =
Their naked bodies shone in the moonlight!
I too was present =  but at that time I did not
~yet know that we were on the way to the Reformation -
Fabricius
(scrcaming) On the way to h e 11 you were!l!
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Melander
If that's true then the monk Martin Iuther
and the nun Katy Borah will together -
no doubt harve arrived in hell by this time!
Fabricius
Wy ?
Melander
Because these two perform in the marriage bed
the same acts that we monks and nuns used to
perform in the woods!
Fabricius ‘ o
But Imther is married to Katy Borah, and
therefore has become one flesh with her
through God's will!
Melander
We monks and nuns were also of one fleésh,
for our bodies wére all consecrated to
" the body of Christ -
(1mmtates Fabriciun) And so through God's Son who was made
flesh, ecochmonk with every nun -
and each nun with e ver y monk -
‘was madée one f lesh!
Fabricius -
But that is sométhing entirely different then
marriage for twol
Melandeor .
(sighing) Ah, there you speak truly&
. Yes that was something entirely different than
marriage for two =
(heavy sigh) with the terrible séparation from God that both
husband and wife experience, as they stand aloof
' ’ like lepers from all other women and men!}
(passionately) We however felt ourselves one with
Christ in the ecstasy of our pairings - to Whom
' all our bodies had bBeen consecrated.
obliguely Joy=filled members of H 1 s body, were wel
(stretehing arms sidewards with palms down)
like th e se arms -
(jerks arms so that palms come upward)
and t h e s ¢ hands - ‘
(stretches arms fully sidewards and spreads his fingers)
and t he s o fingers -
are members of my bodyl
(at the word body . : ’ o
he places his spread fingers on his lower breast)

- | “Just think -
(stretches the right arm with spread fingers sidewards)
' on every finger of my right hend
(turns eyes and head to right)
one hundred monk's garments, totalling 500,
(stretches left arm with spread fingers sidewards)
and on every flnger of my l&ft hand
(turns eyes and head to left)
one hundreéd nun's garmcnts totalllng 500.
Oné t hous and monks and nuns the Reformation
drove out of their garments in Hessia alone =,
(he finally clenched his fists and closed his eyes; then he slowly raises
his arms sideward and spreads his fingers again)
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and today when I think back to these holy
~ hours in the woods = - =
(nhe still has his ' :
eyes simt, and is stretching
his whole body upward)

when we felt like angels in heaven = - =
T cannot help feeling as if we monks and
‘nuns who were kkrEE t h e r ¢ -

(at the following words, he

first lets his fingers sink,

then his arms; and finally his

- whole body sinks together to become
a thick and formless figure; even
the head hangs down l1imply)

I camnot help feeling that when we took off
our monastery and convent clothes =
we took off our wedding garments!

(after a few seconds he becomes
rigid again, clenches his fists with
arms stretehing downward, and with
eyes stretched wide open)

 To a wedlock union of all men and women in
the body of Christ -
(jerks up both '
arms; preses the upper-arms
to his sides, lowér arms held
vertically upward, palms front

and fingers spread) ‘ oo whick,

t h at is the -wey the monasteries and
convents should have led the people - - -
. R P
(st the following words, . %
married preachers, he throws down
his hands with a gesture of disgust;
then sinks together completely as
previously, but in lesser degree)
wimply .
and not,to ' married preachers
as Iuther set the pattern!
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(Elizabeth Diede returns
through the rear door; but
remains unnoticed because all
are still thinking of HMelander's
words ) Elizabeth
(looking for Melander,
she speaks to some who
are in the way ) Beg pardon, gentlemen -

(rapidly goes to lMelander
who stands at the front of
the stage, still meditatlvely)

- Beégging pardon, your worship, that I
come again! I have gotten afraid again that it
was the Devil after alll
Melander :
But Elizabeth - ‘
Then it could only have been a @atholic devil,
who has no power at all over o reformed Christian -
if it was a devil at all -
which isn't even certain!
Elizoaoabeth
But the broom, yOur worship, the broom ==
I would like to burn it now!
‘ It wes surely the Devil -
(crosses herself) who put & spell upon Sister Mary -
(again crosses herself)
otherwise she would long ago have been able
to appear to me as the Anvel Gabriel -
seeing as how I now believe in the miracle!
Melander
That lndeed is a cause for serious thought!
Elizabeth
" Your worship, Wouldn't it be a good idea if I
once washed the nightgown and the dress of Mary
in holy water - they need it after all these years!
Melander
But Elizabeth - , as reformed Christians we do not
have holy water any mome -
Elizabeth
Yes. It's too badl like this
But, your worship, in 4 special case/can't you
once more consecrate some?
Melander
That can't be =
Everything is now done with wine!
lizabeth )
Oh, your worship, I know what I can do -
I know a woman who has soie brought to her from Fulda,
where they are still Catholic, - I'll ask her to
have some brought for me too, and then I can wash
the things.

Melander '
But that will only wash out the Catholic devil -
Better bring them to me after that end I will
sprinkle them with Holy Communion wine, so that no
Protestant devil ¢éan slip into them, - for such a
devil would really be dangerous to youl

&=l
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(casts a side-glance at ' ‘ ' S
Fabricius)

Elizabeth
Oh, your worship, would you also pray once
for me?
Your prayers surely have more power than m ine |
Melander
(places his arm around her hip)
‘ If I could once pray. toge t he r w ith
y ou,
then the miracle would take place with absolute
certainty!

(Elizabeth closes her eyes and
leans tenderly against his belly)

Aul Unfortunately, that cannot be, my child; you
will have to continue. praying alone!
Elizab e t h
(sighing) 0-o-oh} (long drawn out) (sigh of regret)
(she returns like
a dream-walker back into the duchess' bedroom)

IT =5

Fabricius ‘
Why do your encourage the poor thing in her
Catholic superstition, instead of giving her the
true light of the pure gospel and showing her the
way to the body of the Lord, which is the only-
way that she can get free of this devilish affalr?
HMelander
I believe only thé body of a man who marries her,
can make her free, -
Even as the Duke will probably find his way to the
body of the Lord, only in the body of a women!
Fabrilcecius
Are you completely possessed of the Devil? -
To think of the living body of the Son of God as
dwelling in the sexual and sensual joy between
man and womani
Instead of thlnklng of Him as a body of sorrow
which is burning in our bodies in order to burn
out all lusts of the flesh, so that our souls
may be saved!
Melander
The body of the Son of God shall be resurbected’
in every loving peir, and shall use thelr lovejoy
in order to bring ebout the ascension of their
bodies also!
Ambr os ia let the bread be, and Nectar
let the wine be for them, which we give to them in
Holy Gommmunion as the body and blood of Christl
Fabricilus
In the face of the crucified One can onc,@@@@d even
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think asbout the lovejoy between men and woman -
let alone wanting to sanctify it ?

Melander
Indeed, = one can =
if one does not becowe hypnotized by the
cruciflxian along, -
if one does not only think of how Christ died,
but also how he 1 i v e d!
Beyond the crucifixion one must look,
to the preceding commmunion meal, in which through
bread and wine for his disciples he renewed God's
arciént covenant with us -
and still farther back to that wedding where
he changed water into wine -
8 ix ull waterpotsg=4===
(with bent arms ] o
he pilctures in front of his belly
.severdl large containers, as if
placing them at different places)

containin two or ﬁ hree firkins
apiece, as John tells us specifically.

(with feeling) God is to be found in the W i n e, and not in

: the ink, even if it fills Lutherfs pen,
and really Iunther has grounded the ref armed faith
in the wine, which is now given to us together
with the bread of communion -
even d4s Jesus gave both bread and wine to His
disciples.
However this first méal as love conmunion of the
Son of God with twklve men, can become the
pattern for our Churc h commnion, which
women 8lso attend, only if it is brought into
combination with thut wedding where he miraculously
created the wedding wine f or wome n as well

: as for men.
(to Fabricius) Now db you understand that our church communion in
. the spirit of God can be developed into the

wedding feast of all Christians - ?

. ' Fabricilus

(interrupting) Only one thing I understvand -
That you are looking for the spirit of God in
the spirit of Hke-wine, -
and it is a great pity that you did not become
the wine-garducr for the Duke rather than his
court-preacher!

Melander

- (goes to the very

front of the stage and then

wpeaks solemnly and with trembling voice)
I am the true vine, and my F a t h e r is the
husbondman (w ine - gar dner)-1

_ '~ Every branch in me that bearefth N ot fruit -
(with a threatening glance ab Fabricius)
‘ hc toaketh away =

and every branch that beareth fruit he purgeth it,
~that it may bring forth more fruit!

(with lowered volce, but still more penetratingly)
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' Abide in me and I in y owu ! ‘

(voice raised) As the branch cannot bear fruilt of itself,

except it abide in thé vine,
_ no F¥z®E more can y o u, except you abide in me.
(voice lowered) I am the vine, you are the branches:

He that does not ablde in me -
(again a threatening
glance at Fabricius) '
is cast forth as a branch, and is wit hered; -
and men gather them and cast them into the fire,
and they are burnedl! ‘

FPABRICIUS - ‘ .
That is the spirit of the D e v 1 1 3883
' himself in Christ'g words -

(then unctiously '
to all) - toni ght howewver the Duke shall
hear God's words filled with God's s p i r i t1

(goes off quickly left)
| F' Il - 6

' . LENITNG,
(looking left where
Fab. has disappeared) o o ' '
That Kirchhain alone is already bad enough, -
but if h e eggs him on still more,

we '11 hear something tonight thatfll make
our hair stand on end!l
MELANDER
(still looklng left and
still in same position as
when speaking of the branches of the vine) '

' May heaven protect the poor Christian warld

from a tribe of such preachers!

: BUCER - the fact
(to Melander) I am not concealing/that it gave me great

satisfaction to see this Wittenberg hypocrite
thoroughly ridiculed - :
but you did not mean all of that seriously, did you?
MELANDER
(still absent minded) What - ¢ :
Oh well, perhaps I exaggerated qut of it,
because I was irritated -
I, who am usually as meek as a kmk lamb -
“Shich is the proper way for a Christian to be.
But no one can say anything against wine,
otherwise he has to deal with me .
(half ecstatically) God is in the winel
NUSSPICEKER ‘
(interrupts) Pardon, Sir Court-preacher, that I break into
your thought,
but I really get scared when I think of a
publiec double marriage of the Duke,
MELANDER A
(irritated) So you are also against it?
: NUSSPICKER '
Not I, but the laws of the state, which punish

biaamy very severely. In looking at the theological
side of the matter, we must not forget the leéal sidel

B . ’ ; ; , i
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MELANXNDER ' '
(heavily) Laws of the state? ILegal side of the matter?
Laws and the state must be renewed by the Reformetion
as well as everything else -
Or do you think that your Body of Laws shall remain
uninfluenced by the transformation of the Body of
Christ on the reformed church altars, after this
transformation has already become the basis for
appropriating the secular wealth of the churches
and convents, - the income from which Xs also
contributes to your benefit9
‘ FEIGE
(smiling) That gives us the first picture, dear NMelander,
of what the Body of Laws looks 11ke ‘when it is
filled with reformed communion wine!
In the matter of the double marriage of our Duke,
I would suggest fopr today that we walt and see
what new thing will result from the New Year's
service in Kirchhain's church tonight -
However, I do not want to hide tlie fact that a
public double marrisge would also cause me
more Worry than a secret one'
KRAFT .
The chancellor has once again found the
right word: let us walt and see what happens!
CORVIN, GUALTHER

(to scther) Let us wait and sece!
; NORDEGCK, LERSUNER
(echoing) Let us walt and seel

NUSSPICKER
Yes indeed, = let us wait and seel
That‘will“fit right in with my plan,
to work on the young Baron von der Ssal -
(points upward left) . T T
whenl I bring him the copy of our protocol
tomorrow morniné°
(earnestly and
‘pedantically) I'11 picture to him all the difficulties
that o dzpkizxmarpkagE public double marriage
will raise not only for the Duke but also far
the Baron's sister and for the whole von der Saal
famlly -
WINTER
Pst!
I hear steps i

(all look expectantly to the left)
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i : s CHRISTINE , : ~ .
(coming from left with KRR \
protocol as in first aet. =~~~ - «

411 bow to her) I beg your pardon, gentlemen - '
‘ that I ran off without sny explanation, Y

‘ o after having glanced through your protocol - o ‘
(nholds it up) Are you really going to put your signatures on it,

and so builld the Duke a bridge to a double marriage?
FETIGE ‘ : v , A soubLL i

Our discugsions have not yet been concluded,
your gracel
1 CHRISTINA
(ignores Felge's :
words; almost as 1if
speaking to herself) Through God's will, mon and wman in marriage
beccome one flesh - . '
So the other one will also become one flesh with him,
willbeT 1 oved by him, and will have c¢c h i 1 -
the d ren fromhim! ‘ ' :
(speaking to/others) Will he not prefer h e r children to mine ?
FEIGE ’ - S
You are at liberty, your grace, to demand
guarantees against that.
CHRISTITUNE '
And how can I hold fast to the rest of his love
for me?
FEIGE '
Even the fulfilment of marital dutles can be
formally regulated, your highness!
CHRISTIDNE '
(pitterly¥ What has the fulfilment of marital duties to do
: with love ! ' ’ o
Anyway, children I have about enough.
LENING .
(after a few seconds of ' ,
everyone's silence) to marry
Your husband, the Duke, does not desire/the second
wife becéause of affection or sensual pleasure, -
but in order to escape eternal dammation, '
"and he will feéel the deepest gratitude toward you,
- your highness, if you do not bleck the way to
v his soulfs salvationl!
CHRISTIUNE o
Why is he placing so much value on my consent?
He never asked mg consent to his love affalrs up there -
(points up left) nor on his travels - =
(81l have astonished faces) ‘
Or did you think that I knew nothing about the
extro-marital love life of my husbandj -
I know all about it - or nearly all - and heretofore
gquictly submitted to it, because after all mos®
other women are in the same situation - =

(to herself) But now - I feel definitely - he wents to push me
aside altogether and only live with the other woman!
LENING '

Your noble husband has recently called me to his castle
in Roténburg quite often, when in residence there - '
(Christine begins to observe Lening, who thersupon bows to her) : |

.
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I happen to be Pastor Lening of Melsungen, ‘ :
which is near Rotenburg -

The Duke has done me the honor to discuss his
proposed Bouble marriage with me - I may even

say thoroughly and exhaustively, for I am to

write a small book dealing with the mstter.

His marriage with you, your highnesas, the Duke .
regards as indissoluble even .though it is no
longer o sacrament as in the Catholic EmXigkzm falth =
nor has it been since the Duke and your noble selfl
stepped over to the reformed faith -

CHRISTINE

(ezcited) What do I hear ¢
: Marriage is no longer a sacrament ?
LENING

No longer a church sacrament, noble lady,
but still a God=-intended and holy arrangement like
all other formalities for us humon belngs which
are revealed through HMoses and the prophets and
- throuéh Jesus snd his disciples in Holy Writ.
CHRISTINE
But I lkmow that couplés are still being married
in clmrches even today -
according to what I heard from my mald there is
to be a marriage in the church thiatevening!
LENING ™
To be sure, gracious lady, to be sure - yet
Bk not as a church sacrament, but only by way of
glving the church's blessing to the marriage!
CHRISTIDNE )
Pardon me, worthy pastor, that I do not understand
the point of difference between the Roman and the
reformed church in this respeet -
but you no doubt know that my late father remained’
in the Catholic faith right up to his recent death,
and that he conbinuously tried to draw me back to it..
but as spouse of the Duke of Hesse I could not very
well be anything else thon reformed =
but never until today did I know that we are now
without any sacraments - {
' LENITN G
(glances around in
’ desnair at preachers ete. )
Forgive me, noble duchess, that I must correct
you there - t w o of the s e ¥ e n sacraments
we have still retained, namely Holy Baptism and
Holy Communion!
: CHRISTINE
' (completely confused) And not marriage ? 1 7

(she becomes thoughtful and her gaze shifts from Lening into space)
Oh, now I understand much in Philip's life, -
tnﬂt previously I could not understand -
now many things become clear - - -
WINTER
(after general silence) Forglve me, your grace, that I speak up. A
Your maid was hére a little while ago, to remind
you of your intention to dress for church this
evening. .
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CHRISTINE ,
(is absent minded at first,
then gathers herself and speaks with
dctermlnation) ; ‘Thank you, dear Winter. e
" I had completely forgotten thﬂtc .
(g ives protocol to Nusspicker) e
Here, Sir Notary, is the protocol. '
You may tell the Duke that I will consent to
his second marriageée - 1if my standlng at court
and before the people suffers no change through
the sccond wife - and provided my children '
retaingd their preferred standing over her children -
7 NUSSPICKER
(with a glance at pen and ink
on the table) May I write that down right away ?
CHRISTINE
I am not yet finished - ‘
' and provided that I am given the same right -
(211l look at her in surprise)
, to take & s e ¢ o n d husband!
' NUSSPICKER
.. (struck rigid - drops protocol)
ol - For God's sake!
“(all are overpowered)
FEIGE
(hoarse 1augh# Your grace is pleased to fool with us!
CHRISTINE
o " HNo, Sir Chancellor, I am not fooling!
. (to Nussp. who still stands
with his mouth open)

In fact, you may wiite down this last condition
as the first and most important of all, Sir Notary!
NUSSPICKER
(only now notices the protocol
and quickly picks it up) '
Should I really write that in?
A second husband ! ?
CHRISTIDNE
Why are you gentlemen so disturbed -
Are not man and woman equal before God?
FPEIGE
Your noble highness is ridieculing us, because we .
have made ourselves messengers to bring -this such one
inquiry to youl , /
CHRISTINE \
There is no joke or ridicule, Sir Chancellor, but
full seriousness. '
I now beg all of you gentlemen to become messengers
to carry back my answer.
FEIGE
But, ycur noble highness 1 i
C H R ISTINE
' NWo more "buts”, Sir Chancellor!
(with energetic gesturé to all)
Go, I strongly beg of you, to the Duke and do nob |
hegitate any longer. His answer I shall await
tomorrow., Today = it is already too latel
(811 shake heads and bow to Christine, and go off
left; only Melander remains siifting around on his seat; finally
she noticcs him) Can you still not grasp it, Sir Courtnpreacher?

i
—_— - A
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CH R ISTI N B

(sinks into hersclf,
then speaks as if out of a deep dream)

o ; Am I bewitched?
(feels herself) ‘ o R
: Did I really say that I want a second husband -
Or have I only dreamed all this?

Can I really hope to be loved by him?
I = a mother of seven children -
a woman - who could also have been his mother!

A lovely youth!
(she acts as if stroklng his cheeks)
' Cheeks like a girl he has!

(gscared) I must beg his forglveness that I frlghtened him
so with my false suspicion -
I must do it today - - & t o nece !

’ IT1 - 9
Elizabeth c¢omés in through
the rear door, sees Christine in
the foreground hesitates, then
comes forward quietly, without
shutting the door. .
CHRISTITNE
(who has not yet
noticed Elizabeth) But how can I get him here without attracting
any attention?
ELIZABETH
(eclose behind Christine) Your grace -
CHRISTINE '
(so frightened that in turning around .she ‘collides with Elizabeth)
on =
How you frightened me, Elizabethl!
ELIZABETH ‘ :
Forgive me, your grace, I only wanted to remind
your grace "that - )
CHRIS 7 INE

(interrupting) Listen, Elizabeth - tell me what to dol
' ' I was upstatrs with the Duke,
(points up left) wheré he has his secret sesslons =

There I met the Baron von der Sasal,
whom I must ask an important question =
I mast do it myself, and before we go to church -
in other words, immediately - = = §
How can that be arranged?

ELIZABETH '
Very simply, your grace, I will call him.

- CHRISTINE '
(strongly protesting) What are you thinking of? At this hour?

Tt is t6o late for me to receive any man., No! that

won't do! Don't you know any other way?
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ELIZABETH
(thinks hard, then suddenly:) Is the noble Baron afraid of the Devil?
CHRISTIUNE
How should I know that, Elizabeth?
ELIZABETH
Is he a tall man?
CHRISTIUNE - ' '
(indicates Margaret's height) About so big!
ELIZABETH
Then we can do it - we can do it}
CHRISTINE
You are so queer, Elizabeth - wint can we do?
ELIZABETH )
Then the Baron can wear the dress of the Germanrode
convent which belonged to Sister Mary!
CHRISTINE ’
The convent dress?
ELIZABETH ‘ o B
(eagerly¥ That's just right, your grace - it's exactly right!
o The Baron will thén look like a nun, and he can
' also cover his facé with the veil!
(on the jump) Shall I bring it to him?
CHRISTINE
He may not want to !
ELIZABETH a ' ' ' .
I'11 quickly think of something, your ladyship, and
‘ promise you to bring him here rlght away = right away!l
(on the jump) WMoy I?
CHRISTIUNE
I wonder if it will work!
ELIZABETH ' ‘
It will work - it w1 1 1 work!
Just lét me do it, your ladyship, just let me do it -
' I'11 do everythlng right! -
(points to open door to bedroom)
Anne is in there, and will help you into your dress!

(rushcs off left)
CERISTIUNE

(loud) Elizabeth!

{(1ouder) BEl1izabeth!
’ ' ELIZ ABETH

(returning) Your Grace ?

CHRISTIUDNE '

(close to Elizabeth) But the Duke must not know anythlné of it, for =
ELIZABETH

(interrupts) N o omne shell know anything of it - No omn e I
CHRISTIUNE

(presses Elizabeth tenderly to her) Hurry, Elizabeth!

"ELIZABETH N ;
(with a jump off left) It
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CHRISTINE
(st1ll gazing left where Elizabeth disappeared)
Will he want to love me?
(counting the buttons on her dress)
- He loves me - he loves me not -
He loves me - he loves me not =
He loves me - heé loves me not -
' ' Oh - the last one is open!
(she buttons it, then
looks around in the room and
notices it is somewhat in disorder)
, Should I receive him in here -
(looks at bedroom) Or in the bedroom? ‘
(moves the furniture, but asbsent-mindled disarranges things still more)

IT = 11
A NNA
(comes in through '
rear door, and rushes to do the
work of straightening up) =
But, your grace, that is no work far your noble
ladyship! '
' CHRISTIUNE
(refusing to let herself be disturbed)
: I am receiving a visitor!
ANNA S ‘ ‘ ‘
But your grace wanted to dress herself for the
church service. :
HRISTINE o
Which dress was I going to wear?
NE A ; ‘
Your grace had not yet decided!
HRISTINDNE o -
In which dress do I look young? - 7youngest?
NNA ' - ‘
In which dress your grace looks young?
HRISTIUNE '
Youngest I said !
NNA '
Let me think a moment! I believe in the tight-
fitting red velvet dress!
CHRISTINE ' . ,
Get it! I'11 clean up here in the meantime.
(Anne shakes her head, looks at the Duchess R
hesitatingly, goes back into bedroom, leaving the door open. )

(stops working)

> Q > Q B O
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While Anneé is in the bedroom, and Christine is
busy in the reception room, two ladies-in-wailting
come in left; they are shocked when they see what
Christine is doing, and make a deep curisy before her;
she does not notice them till a few seconds later.
CHRISTINE
I am not yet finished -
’ "You can wait in the anteroom till I come,
(again a deep curtsy, and ladies leave left, '
as Anna already comes in from the rear, with the red dress on her arm)
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Christine is so absent-
minded that she does not realize
what Anna wante to do, and does not
stand still until Anna directly steps
in front of her and shows her the dress.
; ANNA '
You must hurry, your grace - ‘
' The churchbells will soon be ringing!
{places the red dress on a chair '
‘and begins to unbuttong Christine's dress)

: ~ II - 14
(at the moment when the dress is -
unbuttoned, ready to be taken off,
Elizabeth Diede comes in left)
ELIZABETH : ’
Your visitor is outside, your grace!
CHRISTINE
(confused) Bring him in!
: ELIZABETH '
(points to the dress whickh is open and half off)
Don't you want to change your dress first,
your ladyship?
‘ CHRISTINE
(holds the open dress shut with
both hands and runs into bedroom)
‘ Come, Annal
(Anna follows and shuts the door after herself;
Elizabeth shaking her head, goes off left)

II - 15

(Elizabeth comes back right away, and
mokes gestures to Margaret to follow her;
Horgaret is in nun's dress and with veil down)
ELIZABETH ‘
Won't you be seated, Sir Baron!
I will call her grace, the Duchess.
(Elizebeth goes to '
pear door but comes back, close to HMargeret)
Mary's nightgown I will afterwards put in
your bed upsteirs - !
MARGARET ) )
You will have to explain all that to me more clearly!
(as Eliz. moves '
dreamily toward the rcar door, o
Marg. fidgets with the hood and velil,
while standing at the very front of the stage) ,
I wonder if the Duchess has become suspicious,
and is now trying to expose me ? .
I will wateh my stepl
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(Eliz. still stends dreamily ’
in front of the rear door; it
opens and Christine appears in the red dress,
Eliza., mekes way, and with her glances follows
Christine as the latter walks toward Margaretb;
after a few seconds Eliz. goes into the bedroom
and closes the door.)
' B CHRISTIUNE
(to Marg. after the
latter has made a deep curtsy.) ‘
' : How well you are able to act the part, my dear Baronl
‘ MARGARET S
(to herself) ‘Oh, I'm lost already! ' '
(bowing for the compliment) I enjoy amateur theatricals and often.
: play feminine rolesl! '
‘ CHRISTINE B
(dreamilyy You enjoy theatricals = 2
Forgive me, dear Baron, that I have called you to me
under such strange circumstances and that I have
: ‘ again pressed you into a feminine role.. -
(smiling sweetly) I am so sorry that through my false suspicion of
) : ’ you upstairs -
(points up left) I frightened you -
' MARGARET
(interrupts) You did not frighten me, your grace!
CHRISTINE
But yes - = ‘
I noticed your excitement, and did not want another
day to pass without beégging your forgiveness -
yet I could not at this late lour receive a men
in my rooms without causing uhwelcome notice -
hence your disguise!
, MARGARET
(again bowing eas '
before) The duty is upon me, your grace, to beg your
: forgiveness, for having been so bold as to open
" ‘the door - yet it was because I did not wish to be
an unwilling listener to a dispute -
CHRISTINE ‘ ' ‘
(interrupting) That is the very thing I am thankful for, dear
Baron, - but I also wanted to explain to you my
peasons for believing I had seen long hair, when
you went into the other room - .
Will you 1lift your veil, so that I can see your face?
"MARGARET o
(in 1ifting her veill, turns away slightly;
speaking to herselfl) How cleverly she beglins!
CHRISTINE
' Let me help youl
(acei@éntally touches '
Morg's cheek; tremblingly speaks to herself) How lovely he is!
(again to Margaret) I wanted to explain to you why =
But won't you sit down, dear Baron!
MARGARET o '
(to herself while sitting down) I wonder whot she is up tol
CHRISTINE i ' ’
(sits beside Marg.) Will you be able to undérstand why I could think that
I saw long hair? - = You are still so young!
Do you know anything about my husband, the Duké's
%ﬁ%ggﬁ—eﬁ living?4=hiy ©

28.
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MARGARET ~
Only very little, your grace.
CHRISTIUNE ‘ '
Then you will not readily understend why T had
this suspicion = =
The Duke often has women up there -
(points up left)
MARGARET
Womene= %1
CHRISTINE
Yes - Women = Girls - Sweethearts -
And I thought - (breaks off)
MARGARET
What did your grace think?
CHRISTINE '
I thgughr at first that you too were a sweetheart
of his = ' B
t1ll I saw you afterwards in the door, and saw
: that I had deceived myself!
' MARGARET )
( wH6 through fright had moved away s omewhat)
I wonder what she is getting at!
CHRISTIUNE - '
Yeées = I had been deceived - = ’ ,
But T lmd not been disappointed!!
(stares at Margaret infatuatedly) o ' ]
Iwas not disappointed,dear Baron!
MARGARET
(stands up in order to control
her uneasiness, and takes a bow
to Chris tine, who remained seated) '
T too was happy to become acguainted with your
Grace gf on this occasion; and only regretted that
our meeting was so shortl
(sits down agein)
"CHRISTIDNE
Flattery is also one of your accomplishments!
Was your regret sidcere, and did you really have
the wish to prolong this happiness?
MARGARET
1 can assure you =
‘ ¢CERISTINE '
(not listening; in a strained and somewhat hoarse tone)
Have you ever yoct loved a woman?
MARGARET '
Yes = my mother.
CHRISTIUNE
only your mother?
EERGARET '
Only my mother.

- CHRISTIRAE . A
(1ifts her arms as though to place them around Margarct's neck,
but then fidgets with her veil) C ' ‘

Why don't you sit a little closer to me, dear Baronl
MARGARET =~ o :
You are very kind, noble lady =
But someone might come!
CEHRISTINE ‘ -
Only the Duke. would have the right to do 80 =
(deep sigh) but he has not used his right in months!

- sogdan
— e PSS N e A
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oh = , if you knew what I suffer -
When I lie alone and lonely in thepe -
(points to bedroom) Lonely, and with a heart full of love:
; I must ask you one more question, desr Baron =
' but you must promise to answer with full frankness.
(holds out her hand) Do you promise?
MARGARET
(takes the hand) I promise.
CHRISTIUNE
Could you = love a woman of my age?
'  MARGARET N ' R
(drawing back) How can I tell, unless I know the woman?!

(she jumps up, becsuse Christine has put her

hands over her face; speaking to herself) ’ '
What strange things do happen to mel

(to Christine) Forgive me, noble lady, '
That I only now understand the meaning of your
question, and only now realize that I am the

‘ .. object of your affections! -
(again to herself) What am I saying?

(to Christine) Give me o little time to answer.
- CHRISTIUDNE ' ‘ ‘
(loud sob) That you remain distant, tells me everythingl

MARGARET - '
But how can I dare toc draw close to you, your grace,
who are the spouse of the Duke of Hesse?
CHRISTINE ' ' ) T '
(firmly and bitterly) But he can dare to draw close to your sister!
Wnile I can waste eway in my loneliness!
MARGARET ' .
(places her arm around Christine's shoulder,
but without sitting down) T
I sympathize with you, your grace,
and will demand of your husbend that he shall no
longer neglect you - o :
I will also speak to my sister -
CHRISTINE ‘
(bitterly interrupting) Your sister = !
She'll take him away entirely from mel
MARGARET ‘ o ' ‘ ' ’
(solemnly) By God, your grace, that she will n o t dol
I will meke myself responsible for thatl
CERISTINE ' ' ' ,
" How can you do so, if you are in Saxony? !
(she also stands up) I love youl! Come W 1 t h your sister here
and stay with me. Otherwise I'llédeSpgﬂnwte/
MARGARET o€ '
But how can that happen? I cannot always live here.
disguised as a nun.
CHRISTINE
‘That you shouldn't dol
(answering Marg's questioning glance with great solemnity)
You should be to me exactly what your sister is
‘to be to the Duke! «
" MARGARET - ' I "
(1ike an echo; half-tone) I should be to you éxactly what my sister is
to be to the Duke! How do you mean tlat?

CHRISTIUNE
Exactly as it is said!

g T



IT - 16 : 3le
MARGARET
(drawing back in greatest excitement )
You want me as = =
You want me as second husband ? ! ?
CHRISTINE
o ‘ Yes, I dol )
(passionately) You Iwant, you !’ ' '
YTou sha11 delivuv me from this disconsolate lonelinessi
‘ As T caught sight of you upstairs, in the door -
(slight gesture of pointing up left)
my heart stopped beating! '
For that was Philip as he looked when I was permitted
to marrg him =d Philip, the young Dukel! oy Hord erngeate
Oh, he has no idéa liow much I love him, for)I—edwaeys-
ﬂwgygd”hW”“@L4%4%&M}ﬁﬁ&495%@@kwhen he dpaws nearp ta’me!
(close by Marg) But with you my blood runs freely -
with you I become soft and warm -
Do you feel the same way?
‘ MARGARET N '
(hesitatingly) I am utterly confused, because I can hardly understand
that you want = a second husband § ¢
Do you really believe that the Duke would permit it?
CHRISTINE
He mus t , if he wants me to consent to his
gsecond marriage with your sister!
He cannot deny to m e, wiat he allows to himself}

Philip's voice is heard in the anteroom,
where he is asking the ladies: Where
is the duchess?

Oh, he is coming! Quick, go in therel

(she points to the bedroo&, into
which Morgaret runs, as FPhilip
comes in left)
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PHILIP : '
Forgive me far coming in unanounced =
(with a glance toward ‘ )
lMargaret who is just disappearing
in the door to the bedroom)
Did I disturb you?
CHRISTIUNE -
Not at all. I have just cheanged my dress -
(points to dress) and with my ladies-in-waiting was just going to
hurry to the Drawing Room, where I thought you
would be!
PEHILIP o
(with another glance at the bedroom door)
Since when do you have nuns again as your personal
maids ¢ ' E o
I thought I had banned monks and nuns from our court!
' CHRISTIUNE ' ‘ :
(uncertain and haltingly) ' :
She is not yet here long - she is from the court
of my late dear father - I want to let her have a
- 1little time to change over!
PHILITP® B
' ' ' Oh, that's it -
(throws another glance at the bedroom door)
o The preachers and counselors weére on the way up to me,
(points up left) as I was coming down the stagrs - -
and brought me your strange answer =
CHRISTINE ' ‘
(interrupting) They've already scen you? I didn't want to get
your answer until tomorrow!
PHILIP? ' ‘
Why do you make this = - = well, let us call-it,
this uwn u s ual condition ?
What do you want with it?
CHRISTINE
The same as you do = & seécond spousel
‘ PHILIP ’
(elutches his forehead) You mean it seriously then?
’ CHRISTINE '
Just as much as you do!
PHILIP ‘
(trembling voice)  May I know, whether there is already an actual
man involved - or are you merdyassuring the
possibility of 'a second marriage for yourself, as
_ I would like to assume for the moment?
| CHRISTINE .
(uncertain and haltingly) Up to now - there is - only - the possibility!
’ PHILIP -
(much moved, takes her hands) I'm so gled, Christine, I'm so glad !
 (she tries to withdraw hands) Let me hold your hands - let me kiss theml
o ‘ " CHRISTITNE :
(opposing him) Only = if you grant my request!
" PHILIP - B
(1ets her hands go) But Christine, - darling!
Do you really want to become untrue to me?
CHRISTINE o ‘
No more than you do to me!l
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' PHILIP
(with forced laugh) Very welll ,
v But now I am also going to make a new condition!
CHRISTINE . '
A new condition - 2 - And what is it?
PHILIP ' ' h
That I can spend tonight with youl
CHRISTINE
(sways and falls into o o '
Philip's arms who tenderly presses her to himself)
Philip! Philipil
Why wmust you torture me so?

E single churchbell 1s
heard in the distance
PHILIP o
(with tears in his eyes ) Forgive me, Christine, forgive me -
that I have left you alone so often!

(ne gives her a prolonged
kiss, then speaks joygusly) That will all now become different!

(kxisses her again)

' II - 18

(Margaret returns in nun's
costume and see¢s Philip in a
long kiss with Christine)

’ MARGARET
(eurtsy to Christine) T would ask your gracé's kind permission

to attend church.
CHRISTIUNE '
You may go.

’ PHILTIP
(to Christine) A graceful little thing, your nunl
; It's & pity her veil is down.
(to Margavet) How long have you been a nun?

MARGARET
(echanging her voice) Not yet very long, your gracel
PHILIP o
Why have I never seen you before?
MARGARET S
Well, your grace comes SO Very seldom into
the rooms of your noble spouse, my lordl
PHILIP " ‘ R ' '
(1aughing) Hod I known you were here, very likely I would
have come oftener -
forgive mé, Christine - ‘
put she does speak so musically, this 1little thing -
she has a tongue of silk ! . S
Tell me, young women, don't you have any hankering
to follow in the footsteps of Katy Borah, who now
has the name Katy Luther?
MARGARET A '
Why not, if a Luther comes along ? §
' PHILIP ' a ’ S
(laughs again) My, my! - what high ambitions you have!l
MARGARET T ’ '
We nuns sre brides of our Lord and Savior in heaven!
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PHILIP . b S+ . no e
Quite right = and of course earthly men stond/chence.
MARGARET :
Only when they are filled with.the Holy Spirilt and
stand as representatives of our heavenly bridegroom.
~ PHILIP
(laughiné, to Christine) Listen to this 1ittle one! Vhere did she gét
all that? Wants men like gods! Representatives of
Christ on earthl! So, only the pope in Rome himself,
or else a German equivalent, another ILuther!
Our sort is excluded right from.the start!
MARGARET
God has created ¢ very humn belng in His imsge,
thierefore also’ your grace - = but- now go to
church and serve my heavenly bridegroom? \let me
(deep curtsy to Philip, then goes off left) ‘
: "PHILIP ‘
(01ancing after her) 1I'd like to hear her in a pulpit sometime'
HRISTIUNE ’
Shouldn't we also welk to the church now?
HILIP f
We are driving - the way to Neustadt is too far.
H R ISTIDNE
To Neustadt? Not to Saint Martin?
HILIP ) ' ' ‘
No, we are going to Pastor Kirehhain, where I have
also commended the entire court to attend’
CHRISTIUNE ' ‘
-The entire court? The service has then a speecial-
significance?
PHILIP '
Now I can tell you. This evening in all the churches.
of Hesse I am having money collected to be used in
fighting the Turks. I am doing this to win the
- Bmperor's favor, in case Luthcr and the protestant
leaders take a stand against my doable marriage -
CHRISTIDNE

C
P
C
P

(interrupts) ~ You mean o u r double marriage, don't you?
PHILIP e v BN :
(forced smile) Yés, yes, of course! - The theologians are not yet

agreed; and I am honoring Kirchhain's church with
our visit, because he has great influence with the
people here and in all Hesse, and because I want
to make him more favorably inelined to my double’
marriage plan - - I may even take Holy Communion, -
- CHRISTINE
(agaln interrupts) Really? - Then I'll take it tog sether with you.
PHILIP
I shall be happy to have you accompany me to
the altar! - Shall we go now?
CHRISTINE ‘ , o : '
(solemnly and as if transfigured) I will receive Christ's flesh and blood
together with you - and will renew the sacrament of
our wedlock in the sacrament of Holy Communion -
before He unites you with anothér woman and me with
another man in double-sided double marriage = -
aOFhlllp is in deep thought; many churchbells are nov heard)
We must go, Puilip!
PHILIP
(starts up and makes a chivalrous bow) Your faithless, faithful husband!
(leads her out left, and curtain falls )



III - 1 (G1841) 1.

Réhind the curtain, Kirchhain's
voice, unctiously loud and slowly:

Therefore we are holding this service in all

the churches of Hesse =-

%n the last day and in the last hours of this yeari
Dear brothers and dear sisters in Chrlst'

At the word, Christ, the curtain opens
and shows the sldeview of the interior
of a candle 1it ch.urche

Left, slightly to rear, is the pulpit, in which
isrfhe preacher, Kirchhain, 1n‘his‘cler’yman?s g£oWn.

Right, the first benches are filled with people.
Philip and Christine are sitting on the end of the -
first bench, so that the theatre audience first sees
Pnilip, then Christine, and then others on the bench,

" In the middle, between the pulpit and the first bench,
is on altar with two broad steps all around it; on the
altar is a wine=-cup, a basin, and a small basket, =
seen by the audience in the order nomed.

Somewhat higher than the altar, is a large stained-glass window,
With theé moon shining through and showing the scene of the
crucifixion of Christ and the two e¢riminals; this window
dominates the whole stage.

Below this window is seen in semi-darkness, behind pillars,

8 side-wing of the church auditorium, which stretches away

right and left, filled with people that are sitting on benches
that are seén end-on by the theatre audience. The whole gives an
appearance of a well-crowded church extending toc the rear as well
as to the right farther than can be seen.

"KIRCHHAIN
(contlnuing to preach from
the pulpit, undisburhed by the
rising of the curtain)

Dear Christian‘congreéatlon'
Thus we live and die through Adam and Eve in the
flesh and in the realm of sin.
But throuéh Christ in the spirit and in the realm
of freedom from sin.
Until in the third realm, heaven comes down to earth;
Not as a realm of Paradisical pledsures,
as many foolishly hope and expect,
but as the¢ realm of the cross and of t rue
salvation,
which rewards the good with eternal bliss
but the evili-=déers with eternal damnation!
(raises Pléht arm and lowers his volce)
Watch and pray that ye fall not into temptation,
' for the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.
(raises voice, leaving arm up, and speaks more quickly)
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Whoever in this third realm does not want to
‘ belong to the damned of the earth -
(at the word, damned,
he shakes his raised arm and
clenches his fist threateningly)
must s o on awaken - “ -
And mist- in t ime take the cross upon himself
and follow theé only true L e ader -
who as first one had to carry it among the Jews
as he went to that place - “ o ’
' where we should all become saved - = to Golgothat
(points with left arm to the -
picture of the crucifixion,
changes tone decidedly) :
It is true that Jesus sald to one of the criminals,
Verily I say to thiee, today thou shalt be with me
in Paradise! T T
But this very word, spoken on the cross itselfl,
teaches us that he never meant the earthly Paradise
or outer realm of happiness - - ‘
but the interior bliss of the heavenly Paradlse,
in the sign of the cross and the innocently
‘'spllled blood!
(stretches both arms ‘ ‘
sidewards, closes his eyes and
lowers his voice fervently) ' ,
For the word from the cross is nonsénse to those
, " who will be lost,
(places his hands on his breast) o
To u' s however, who will be saved, it is divine
power !
(opens his cyes ' :
changes tone) Beloved Christians = Let each one of you remember
the well-deserved fate of the thieving and murderous
peédsents, who were led astray by Thomas Minzer to
look for a kingdom of earthly happiness as the
hesvenly kingdom, until the pen of Luther and the
sword of our Duke brought their souls back to the
right path, = which Luther wrote out for us at the
end of his 95 theses, as follows:

Christians should be called upon to rouse themselves
to follow their head, Christ, through pain, death
ond hell, vLl = Mstinalianded : ‘

And should console themselves much more with a
sorrowful state as the way of entrance to heaven,
than with a peaceful statel ‘

Beloved Christian men and beloved Christian women!
8ti1l worse was the faté of the Anabaptists in
Minster with their blasphemous polygamy,

(Philip makes a gesture of disgust) o o
who thought of the heavenly kingdom as a kingdom of
lust, - and in whose¢ suppression our Duke alsec took
a leading and praiseworthy part =

(same. tone as. at first, behind curtein) o
And if today, in the last hours of the dylng year,
fifteen years after the peasant rebellion, and five
years after the Anabaptist abomination, our Duke
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and church head has ordered that in oll the
churches of Hesse a collecetion shall be taken for
the war against the Turks, this collection is simply
an indirect continuation of the war against the
peasants and the Anabaptists -
for Mohammed's paradise and his harem are the
s ame abomination. = :

Yes, indeed, the great hour of the reformation is
therefore come, and its crowning work is this
crusaedey against the Turks -

And we Hessians can be e5pec1ally proud,
because it is o u r Duke who is givmng the

cause of Protestantism this erown, -

and 1is himself thereby ‘gaining the crown of immortel
lifel

Beloved Hessian Christians!? o

Thet brings me to the end and the crown of today's
sermon, and now I will guide your eyes to the
noble personages who arée present with us today -
our noble Duke and our gracious Duchess!

(hé and nearly all look at Philip and Christlne)

I feel myself to be one with you all, when I offer
to this all-highest palr our deepest devotion and
gratlitude that they are honoring us with their
presencel

There is no better way to end my sermon than to
point to the shining exemple of this noble pair with
their seven noble children,

as a seven-fold sign of God's blessing upon the
noble family!

May God the Lord keep the noble family healthy and
happy, and let His blessing continue to rest upon
them. Amen.,

(after remaining with bowed head
for a moment, he points invitingly

to the altar)

The bridal pair will now come. to the albtar and
pray together with me.

As we pray, the congregation will sing the
first verse of thé Luther-song, "A Mlghty

Po tress is Our Godi"
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. (As the organ plays a few
introductory chords, Kirehhain
descends from the pulpit) |

CONGREGATION

(sings with organ)

(as soon as the song and

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark neveér failing;

Our Helper He, amid ﬁhe flood
Of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe
Doth. seek to work us woe;
His craft, and pow'r are great,
And armed with cruel hate,

On earth is not his equal.

organ stops, Kirchhaln raises
hlS head, and gestures to the
bridal palr to stand opposite to him.
Fabricius and his bride do so)

KIRCHHAIN

Dear brother and dear sister in Christ!

At this important hour of the Reformation

you have come to the altar of this churech.’

In the presénce of God and of all those who
are taking part in this divine serviece by
being witnesses thereof, you are réady to
step into the holy state of matrimony, -

and you are especially honored by the presence
of the high and noble pair.

You, dear brother in Christ,

first monk and then consecrated priest of

the Roman church, )

but now confessor of the Réformed faith

which knows no monks nor consecrated priests,-
and like myself a preacher of the Word of God =&~

You, dear sister in Christ,
first nun in thé Roman faith, '
then honorable Christian maiden in the Reformed faith,

-and now preachcr's bride,

And both of you tog ether as bikdal pair,
presenting a true symbol of the Reformation and

the r € £ or m of our Taith and life through Luther,

the mighty hero in the Word of God!

Beloved bridal pailr in Curist!

Christ did not come to destroy the laws and the
prophets, but to fulfill them,

And theery also confirmed the first and oldest
commondment of God, ‘

Be fruitful, sand mu 1l tiply , and £ 111

the earth, and subdue it: and have dominlon over the
fish of the séa, and over tie fowl of the asir, and
over every living thing thet moveéth upon the ecarth!
Therefore the first and oldest dubty of all monkind

]
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is to use their best strength for the work
of the mul tiplication of the
human raece. o
Not only in the spirit but aelso in the flesh is
it our duty as images of God to fill the world,
and as followers of Christ to overcome the lust
of the flesh in ourselves,
and through ourselves also in
animals“andfblantg;~f' ' R
which God has given to us for our needs and
nourishment as long as we are living as

‘creatures in the flesh.

Therefore it is proper that your marriage should
begin by coming to the table of the Lord -

left hand to the basket;

speaks with especial

pathos)

(left hand remains

His flesh = - -

over the basket, points with
the right to the wine-cup;
pauses before speaking)

(withdraws his

and H 1 s blood should destroy the sinful flesh
and blood of Adam and Eve which is in your bodies,
and cleanse them so as to permit the entrsnce of
the Holy Spirit into them, before you begin the
work of procreation!

hands; speaks in very

diffecrent tone)

(again with extra
pathos)

Perhaps, dear bride, you are inwardly complaining
and asking why you cannot become pregnant from
the Holy Spirit alone, and give birth without any
sin, as Mary 4id?

And perhaps yoﬁ; dear bridegroom, are complaining
and wondering why you cannot become father like
Joseph did, without acting as male?

Such complaint against Mary's heavenly impregnation,
dear bride, ' S ’ '

and such envy of the holy fatherhood of Joseph,
dear bridegroom, ' ' ' v

grow out of the lassitude of your heart and because
of your fear of the God-ordained battle against the
lust of the flesh. I ,

As a mattér of faect no better means has as yet been
discovered to battle against the flesh than a
Christian marrisge!

Ask husbands and wives,

who also once stood here in the blossom-time of
their sinfulness, - ‘

and you will receive from them the consoling
information that in the marriéd 1ife of pious
Christian men and Christian women, the paradisical
pkeasures of the flesh, of Adam and Evep, very soon
disappear without leaving any trace, -
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Where marriage begins, Paradise ends! -
God's omniséience alrcady foresaw this at
the creation of the world, and therefore
He created the first human beings as a married pair!

Of course, in some merriages the pleasures of the
flesh last longer than is good for the soul
salvation of the pair, '
but this is mainly the result of renewing the
Tust of the flesh - which otherwise would die out -
by gazing upon other women and other men,
through which adultery is already committed in the

(casts a side- '~ heart, -
glance at Fhilip who
mokes a gesture of denial)

instead of being glad that the flesh is dead, so
v " that the spirit may become that much more alive!
(takes deep breath,
then with nueh pathos and
slowly) :
‘We pastors and preachers of the Reformation, who
were nearly all formerly monks and took the vow of
celibacy, have accordingly a special call and work

to do in marriage, namely to -keep-~Christian marriage
fully free from the lust of the flesh, \make ‘
and to keep it clean thcrefsom r 1 gh t

from the start,

do0 that even the very first cehild will be x=m as
purely generated as 1 £ the Holy CGhost himself

hod procreated it!

Therefore do not consider me proud or self-righteous,
dear bridegroom and brother-pastor, if I emphasize .
my words by citing my own example, and telling you
that over my marriage-bed hangs the picture of the
‘ ' o erucified One

(points to window) ' o '

and under it is the prayer of Tobias in luminous

2614 lettering - which since my wedding I pray

' . every evening ’
(hoarsely as if it ‘ T o
were a confession) sometime also in the middleZ of the night, if a
' " " ginful temptation assails me: «

(lowers his voice,

1ifts his eyes and arms, folds

his hands and speaks the prayer fervently)

0 Lord, my God, God of our fathers, may the heavens
and earth, the sea, all waters and springs, and all
creatures theéerein, praise Theel '
And now Lord, Thou knowest that evil lust has not
caused me to take this sister as wife, but the
desire to proecreate children, whereby Thy holy Name
' may etérnally be praised and honoredl

(again takes normal position, speaks '

quicker with right arm 1ifted questioningly)
And so I ask you now, Theodore Fabricius,
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will you take this woman standinp beside you,
Kunigunde Ursula Katzentrunk, '
as your Christian wife, truly to love and cherish
her, not to desert her in joy or sorrow,
and to keep the marriage bond holy,
until death do part? o
If thig is your firm and honest purpose, signifly
it beforé God and all these Christian witnesses
with a forthright Yes. '
FABRIGCITUS
- Yes !

(takes ring smkxafrom

his hand and places

ih onaltar) KIRCHHATITN

(puts fingertips of his ”

right hand on ring, and stretches

out left arm questioningly to bride)

Now I will ask you, Kunigunde Ursugie Katzentrunk:
will you take this men standing beside you,
Theodore Fabricius, o ' ' ’
as your Christian husband, truly to love and cherish
him, not to desert him in joy or sorrow,
and to keep the marriage bond holy,
until death do part? - ’
If this is your firm and honest purpose, signify
it before God and all these Christian witnesses
with a forthright Yes.
THE BRTIDE

Ye sl

(takes ring from -

her left hand and places it on altar)

’ o "KIRCHHATIN

(places fingertips of his left hand

on the bride's ring for a moment, while

fingertips of right hand are still on

bridegroom's ring; then 1lifts up both

nands, holding them #n blessing over the pair)

Because you have vowed to be true to each other,
therefore as duly ordained servant of the church
I confirm your union as establislied in dccordance
with Christisn rulé and practice, and consequently
as forever binding, in the name of
the Father, the Son and the
Holy Ghos-t '

(draws his hands o

back snd places the rings on

the ring-fingems of the right 7

handsg) and give you these rings, taken from the Lordfs
table, as outward sign that you have now definitely
beeome one £ 1 es h.

(turns to the con- o ' '

gregation, changes tone) The young married pair will now pray with

"me ot the altar - h R
And the congregation will sing the second verse
: " of the song. ’

(as organ plays opening chords, he folds his hands

and drops his head to pray; the pair kneel as before on the

opposite side of the altar)
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CONGREGATIOHN
(sing with organ) Did we in our own strength confide,
Our striving would be losing,
Were not the right man on our side,
The man of God's own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be?
Christ Jesus, it is he;
Lord Sobaoth is His name,
Prom age to age the same,
And He mnst win the battle.
(after the song,
Fabricius and his bride, retire
right, into the church)

II1 - &
KIRCHHATIN
(remains in prayer posture
for a few moments after
the song ends) One thing more -
‘ ‘ Before Holy Communion begins@
(1ifés up the flat’
basin that stands in the
center of the altar, and shows
it to the congregation)

Your money gifts for the war against the Turks,
' place in this basin -
(places it on altar ag gain)
as you pass from the bread to the wine:
(he points out the’
pathway that the communicants are to take,
which leads from the rear side of the altar
past the basin to the front side of the altar)

Gold coins - silver coing =

Bills - dollars = ‘

but also small change and pennies,

as much as each can givel

Let each oné remewbeér that our ‘Savior gave
not only money and possessions,

but also sacrificed body and life for us!

Those who do not take Holy Communion, can
place their money in the boxes at the axkzkx
gxigk exits of the churchl
(again with pathos ‘ " )
and in preacher tone) It is also in money that the Devil plays his
gome with us, because it is the way to many
lusts and evils beside the lust of the flesh,
being nearly always the bridge to the 1attere
And if Jesus, looking at the Roman tax coin,
said to the hypocritical Phariseces,
Give God what belongs to God, and Caesar what
belongs to Caessr,
‘ he really meant to say, Give God what belongs to
(takes deep breath, God -
then loud) and give the Devil, what belongs to the Bev i1t
(after o pause, speaks
in lower tone and especially penetratingly)
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For verily, dear Christians, :
tho Devil is no less strongly present in money,
and in no less menifold ways, than in our sexual
and sensual lusts - -
wherefore be on guard against the trinity
of the Devil in the lust-form of the

: : woman, of the man and of money = -

(solemnly and with E ‘ S

pathos) ‘ so that you may win etenpal life,
ond escape damnation in the flesh of Adam!

(again with lowered voice) ' ) ' '
Whosoever now proves himself and finds himself
wortlhy to partake of the Body of the Lord,
is welcome here as guest at this heavenly feast -

(with a sideglance ‘ ‘

at Pnilip, who however does not respond)

' o ' cats and

But whosoever/drinks unworthily -
(very slowly) cats and drinks judgment
‘ wuwpon himself

(continues talking
but in changed tone) , '

During the communlon service the congregation
will sing the last verses of the song, and then
repeat it from beginning! :

III - 4

During the opening chords, Kirchhain goes to the rear of

the altar, where the preadbasket is, and bows solemnly before it.
Then he turns around and gives Fobricius, who is the first to come,

a piece of bread. ’ ' '

Rehind Fobpiecius stands his bride, and others behind her, mostly old
and dilapidated women and men; standing behind the bride in a coiled
line; they are compelled to walt, becsuse after Kirchhain has given
Fobricius the bread at the rear of the altar, he has gone to the other
side of the altar where the wine-cup is, and waits for Febricius.

Fabricius has followed the pathway indicated previously by Kirchhain,
and hes passed the basin into which he threw a coin; arriving at the
front of the sltar, he receives the wine-cup. While drinking the wine,
hé stands on the lowest step of the Altar and has his back to the
congregation; Kirchhain stamds on the highest step and has his face
turned bto the congregation.

After drinking the wine, Fobricius continues circling around the altar
until he gets back to the breadbasket again, bows solemnly before it,
and then proceeds to hand out the bread. First to his bride, then to
the others. They all follow his example; after receiving the bread
they walk past the basin and throw in a coin and then drink wine by
Kirchhain, but then go back into the church.

only about 15 or 20 persons come to communion, last of all Margaret
von der Sgal, in nun's costiime as at the end of the second act.

On the way from the presd to the wine, Margaret remains motionless in
front of the basin for a few moments and gazes at it in such a way that
it is very noticeable to all;’ ' ' - B

she becomes fully conspicuous, because the communicant ahead of her is
already at the wine-cup, &3 she still stands at the basin and stares

at her coin before throwing it into the basin.
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WWhen drinking the wine, Margaret holds the wine-cup
noticeably long to her mouth, and at the same thme
turns her face so as to look at the picture of the
crucifixion (the stained glass window); her position
clearly shows the congregation bYhat she is doing this.

Going onward, she stops short in front of Philip and Christine,
but only Phililp notices it, and stares at her.
Then she walks quickly back into the church,

Last of all, Kirchhain goes to Fabrlcius and receives a piece

of bread. Fabwlcius then goes to the wine-cup. Kirchhain follows
him, throws a coin into the basin, and then receives the wine-cup
like all the rest.

Then both take a position of prayer behind the alter, in such wise
that Kirchhain stands hefore the wine-cup and Fabricius stsnds before
the breadbasket. They take these positions at about the moment

when the congregation is singing the last words of the fourth verse.

CONGREGATION
(singing with organ
during communion) And though this world, with devils filled,
. Should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us.
The prince of darkness grim, -
We tremble not Tor him;
His rage we can endure,
For lo! his doom is sure, =
One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers -
No thanks to them = abideth:
The Spirit and the gifts are ours
i . Through Him who Wlth us 31deth.
et goods and kindred g
This mortal life also~
The body they may kill;
God's truth abideth still,
His kingdom is forever.

IIT - 5
"KIRCHHAIN
(at Kirchhain's invitation, all rise,
including Philip and Christine) Let us pray!
KIRCHHAIN and FABRICGCITUS '
(speak together; a bright churchbell rings; the entire congregation
including Philip and Christine bow their heads and fold their hands)
Our Father, who art ln heaven, hallowed be they namel
Th¢y kingdom come! Thy will be done in earth as it
is in heavenl Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts, as we forglve our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil.
For Thine is the Klngdom and the power and the glory,
forever! Amenl
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After the prayer the church
is quickly emptied, so that very
soon Philip and Christine and
Kirchhain and Fabriéius are standing
alone in the foreground, while Chrlstlne's
_ladies-in-waiting and others are like
shadows waiting in the background.

PHILIP?
(motions Kirelhain to tome to him)

The heavenly feast attractcd few guests!
KIRCHHAIN

(gloomily) ‘Bad examples corrupt good habits!
' PHILIP
(strongly) Wateh your tongue - Kirchhain!

You are a preacher of the Word of God;
I however am a ruler by grace of God,
and at all events have established the reformed
faith in wmy land, and have fostered 1t!
(in lighter tone, I - v
with irony) - According to your sermon I was filled with
the Spiriu of God when I did this - -
Perhaps it might not be asking you too much to
consider whether God's Spirit may not dwell in
my thoughts and actions in other respects tool
KIRCHHAIN
I beé forgiveness, your Grace,
if in respect to certain plans of your Grace -
(with a questioning ' T .
gsideglance to Christine) I permit myself to doubt this; and to
: see¢ these plans as in direct opp051t10u‘to
. all of your deeds which I ‘praised in my sermon.
PHILIP
In your sermon you were speaking of a Duke of
Hesse = who does not exist at alll
KIRCHHAIN ’ ‘ ‘
(quickly and fanatically) But who should exist, - yes, who s hould
exis tl
This Duke whom all the reformed.Chrlstians in
Hesse honor, and likewise those in all Germany -
hédm I wanted to incarnate in you through God's
iord. And I am disconsolate at the fact that you
will not embody him and still persist in your plan!
PHILI?P?P
So you deluded yourself into dulnking that your
sermon could change my mind - -
Is there absolutely no way to make you see that
through this way of double marriage, which you so
violently scorn, I am secking nothing else than
a way to God?
'XKIRCHHAIN
(fanatically, without looking at Philip}
No==="I ¢éan not sece it, nor do I want
to seé it, - for it is the way to the Devill
(Phillp turns away anérlly and thereby ends the conversation)
CHRISTINE
(has remained a quiet but attentive listener untll now,
as has Fabricius; she speaks to Kirchhaln) '
M e you didn't miss at Holy Communion?
KIRCHHATIN
Yes, you too, noble Lady,
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however y o u r absence scemed to be )
explained by the absence of the D u k e !

CHRISTINRE
So it was! Though in a different way than you think.
I had today intended to rencw the sacrament of our
wedlock in the reformed sacrament of Holy Communion -
KIRCHHAIN ) -

_(interrupts) Marriage is no longer a sacrament with wus, noble lady!
CERISTIN E B '
I know that! But have only known it for a few hours,

and was terribly shocked to learn of it!
I must also confess that your merriage sermon
shocked me teérribly; and secmed to me to be the
crassest opposite to what I feel to be the me aning
and purpose of marriage -
However, this feeling and conviction likewise only
began today!
KIRCHHATITN
What your Grace may think of as the meaning ‘mf and
purpose of marriage, 1s not knowm to me, -
but I cannot believe that you see God's w111 in
a second marriage for your nobleée husband = =
and will therefore consent to such a marriagel
CHRISTINE
(casting a questioning glance '
at Philip who still stands with his
back turned, but listening carefully) o
I have - not yet - decided - ,
but T em thinking = of giving my counsent!
FABRICIUS
(looks at Kirchhain helplessly,
then speasks mechanically and 1nVO1untar11y,

half aloud) Then we must do something at once!
' CHRISTIUNWE
(to Pabricius) hat did you say?

FABRICGCIUS
(jerks together and gpe aks hastlly)
Nothing of importance, noble Lady!
PHILIP
(turns around suddenly and speaks to all,
but at first to Christine)

I beg of you, Christine,
- to drive on ahead with Kirchhain and Fabricius =
and to convinece them that you too do not see
any work of the Devil in my double mirriage plan -
even though you, after all, are the one who is
most affected by it!
(to Kirchhain and Fabricius)
I beg of you, honored sirs,
to accompany my wife, and leave me alone here.

I want to pray herc once more, all alone, and
call upon God, before the new year z= begins - |
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The sexton and some assistants
have come with collection-plates
from right to the altar; where XIREKKHAK the sexton
empties the plates into the basin, so
that the sound thereof brings Philip's
attention to it.
' PHILITP
(to Kirchhain and dericius,'who have already turnea to go with Christine)
Look : v
The people also, have decided against you, =
but they follow my calll
Y our Word of God and Body of God have drawn
few coins, = = =
And iIf G o d is in the common people - as you
yourselves claim - then H e 1is less in the bread
and wine that comes from your hands, than in the
coins that come from the hands of my people,
and which arc¢ gakhsredxh today gathered here and
in all Hesse!
CHRISTINE - B
(eclose to Philip, pulling him aside a little, whispering teunderly)
Have you = forgotten that you want to come to me
tonight?
PHILTI P
(puts his arm around her hips tenderly)
I have forgotten nothing -
and am coming to you afterwards - as I wgnted to - ,
though this "loomy pérson has confused me! - '
In this house of God, where he = in front of court
and people - called me and everything that I - =
that you and I together now intend to carry out, =
a work of the Devil :
Right here I amgoing to call upon God
once more in the old yesr, and prayerfully beg of
Hinm to make His true will known to me! -
Then I will come to goul
(kisses her brow tenderly) '
Dismiss your attendants, and expect me very sooni
CERISTINE
Remain steadfast - , ‘
but comé soon, so that you will still find them
‘ with me, if I cannot handle these two/aksnz
(she goes to the right Yalone
rear w1th Klrchhain and Fabricius
and waves to her attendants to come along)

PHILITP
(to the sexton who is busy
at the altar) - Let it remain!

Go.-and shut the doors.
Give m e the key to the small side door -
and get it from me tonmorrow,.

(points left; the sexton ’

gives him a key, bows deeply

and then goes off right)
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The steps of the sexton
slowly die out, the turning of
a key in the lock is heard in the
distance; at the same time Philip
goes to the right‘side of the altar
where the bridal pair stood, and starts
to run his hand through the coins in
the basin.
PHILIP
(after casually glancing at several
coinsg and thien throwing thenlback-
holds on to oune and reads)
Ca = ro = 1lus -Quin - tus =, the Emper or !
(he throws the coin’ :
back into the basin, runs his
hand through the coins again until
pretty far down he flnds the
Goldphilip coin that Margaret
threw in.)
‘ I myself {1}
(he turns the coin
around, using both hands, , ‘
and reads) Through = Godfis = grace = = Phi - 1lip - pus,
- Duke = of Hessel o
(looks up and sighs) Through G o d ' 8 grace = 2 ’
. o Will God's grace and mercy be extended to me?
(looks at the coin
again, then suddenly ‘ )
turns it around) What's written on the other side?
(reads) Si de = usd no - bis - cum = -
‘ ' quis con = tra nos ¢
(looks up and stares straight ahead)
If God be with us -
who can be against us ?
God !
G o d i1
-G o d § 3 1 i
' ' Where 1s Thy t r wuw e ecmbodiment?
(phees the coin on _
the sltar and looks at it o '
from above) In money the Devil is sald to have His embodiment!
: ‘ ‘ And therefore in the Emperor - , in the Duke!
(stoaring ahead) ‘ ' . ,
Has the Devil got us, or have we got him,
when our picture is printed on money?

(the clock in the church steeple
begins to hum and strike thetlour,
and Philip counts) guanfpr-
One ~ Two - Three = !
Just o n €& more quarter hour!
Is a year of blessing =
or a year of disaster coming for me 2

(suddenly bends himself over

the altar, his folded hands

surround the basin and his forehead almost touches the altar cover;
he prays with loud fervor) = and lead us not into temptation, but

. deliver us from evil, for Thine is the
Kingdom and the Power and the Glory, forever Amen
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While Philip is bent over the
altar, and is praying out loud,
Margaret appears from behind one of
the pillars which are seen at the rear
and to the left of the altar. 3She 1s
dressed as a nun and with her veil down,
She approaches the altar with nolseless
steps and remains standing opposite Philipe.
MARGARET
(as soon as Philip has
spoken the word, Amen) Amen i
PEHILIP
(starts! and draws back
to lowest altar step) A ghos T ?
Who are you?
Margaret
A ghost? - yes, a spirit, - but also a body;
a8 human being 1like yourself, noble
Duke!
PHILTIP
(recovers his poise and
returns mechanically to his forwmerv
place at the altar)
Oh, it's that nun !

(annoyed) Why do you scare me %
(angry surprise) What are you still looking for here ?

MARGARET
The seme thing you are looking for - God 1}
PHILIP
God?®
: Why, you went to Holy Communion ! -
MARGARET N
(interrupbing) That 1s where I 1 o s t the way to God !
PEHILIP .
At H o 1y Communion =
where we become bodily one with Christ and through
Him become one also with the Father and the Holy
Ghost?
MARGARET
' Yes, right there! - between the bread and the winel
(she points with the left hand to
the bread and with the right To the
wine, and by appropriate gestures XXm
indicates the way between them) '
: And through ¥ o u , noble Duke!
PHILIP? '
Through me? - What have I to do with it?
MARGARET A - _
After I had eaten the bread,
: I looked at your picture on this coin -
(she points to the Goldphilip;
Philip casts a glance at the coin
put does not move otherwise) :
'~ before I threw it into the basin. It is your picture,
(Philip looks down at the coln) as you stand here;
in the same dress and the same posture,
o ’ : o rulér and Dukel ‘ '
(overly solemn) Philip, through God's grace, Duke of Hessel
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As/ ru ler of the realm of Hesse I saw you
but at the seme time also as the s ervant, -
As Goldphilip and Silverphilip and also as copper-
philip, who brings the people thﬁlr bread and wine
and all their food =
As coin-constructed path to clothing, shocs, beds,
closets, tables, chairs =
&3 gold=-opaned door to home and hearth and house
and garden - =
serving, like Jesus among his disciples at
the first holy communion, I saw you as the servant
of your subjects =
and ruling through service, even as He the Son of
God and King of all Kings -

PHILIP

(interrupting)

The money on the altar disturbed your holy mood -
but that is the Tault of the pastor who allowed
it to be collected at the altar, ‘ond not my fault!

MARGARE

XNever qu my mood more holy and exalted -

but please listen to me further !

fihen I hesard this Goldphllip fall 1nto thc basin,
and had to think, -

that the power of this gold coin is to be used in
the war between Christians and Turks -

this golden coin transformed 1tse1f in me into the
plcture of the Devil!

This killing of human beings, which according to
the preacher's words is a service to’ G o d and is
the C r o wn of the reformed faith,

appeared to me now as Devill's serv1ce, and a

disgrace to Chrlstianity -

PHILIP

(interrupts)

You dared - Wlth this picture in your soul = to
drink of the wine of Holy Communion = the
b1l ood of the crucified One %2

MARGARET
(exp1031ve1y and- almost jubilantly)

I have dored it -

and believe that God himself impelled me to it -
and also 1nspired me W1th abhorrence toward the
pastor -

black and gloomy he "stood there

(points with Imfixhzmd right hand to Kirchhain's place at communion)

before the picture of the crucified One -

(points with left hand to the
direction in which she saw the window=picture
behind Kirchhain, while she drank the wine)

(points with right
hand to her place)

while I drank here!

riestly
Ag a highpriest I saw this preacher - as/p criflccr
and slaughterer of mankind -
from the blood of whose victim he gave me to dr;nk'
A picture of horror! that overwhélmed me and caused
me to drlnklnore than I wanted to.

PHILIP

Untiappy creature - you dramk “judgment upon yourself;

‘the wine already darkened your spirit as you drank it!
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MARGARET
(beginning of ecstasy)

17,

The wine 1l luminated my spirit
For as I left the altar, my glance fell upon you -
you noticed it and looked at me -

in the same moment the

thought shot through me

like Xxghkmim a flash of lightning:
He -is the one, who shall build a true way to
God through money-=

through money as the e
for all mankind - =

nbodiment ol ﬁhu Joy of life

He igs the new G od = born out of money and

filled with joy ¢
PHILIP
(has drawn beck somewhat, and an
uncertain gesture of repulse)
That is - the message
The wine has intoxicat

of a drunk 8
¢d you -

You are spesking out of that intoxication !

MARGARZET
(increasing ecstasy) Theén it is a h ol y

intoxication - through

holy wine! And it is the Holy Ghost
that speaks through mé! -
Vessel of the Holy Ghost am I =

and filled with the

oy of all creatures,

who are nourishing a new Christ in me!

Full of joy am I, and

full of desire -

desire for the man who as God of Love will kiss me =
and will.drlnk from me = |

PHILIP

To the Dev11 you belong, you sinister nun -
or you m v pbe the Devil himself!

(crosses himself and withdraws to
the lowest step of the altar as
before)
MARGARE T
(disappointed and tired)
Devil am I to you,
to be mother of God *?

(pulls up the veil and tears
the whole hood off her head)

Then you shall see =

(quickly takes off the nun
costume, and then stands before cross
Philip in the same dress as at

the end of the first act.)

when I thought myself
i

that you have made the sign of the

against yourself!
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PHILIP
(watches Margaret with increasing astonishment)
What = y ou = HMargaret 1 2
MARGARET ’ .
No ¢ '
Philip through God's grace Duke of Hesse =
changed into the D e v i 1 ¢
PHITLIP '
(somewhat angrily) What is the meaning of this game, Margaret ¢
M ARGARET
It is no game any longer =
since your wife sees my brother in me and desires
to have me as her second husbandl
PHILIP
(holds his head) You? ! -~ How can that be?
MARGARET
S h e 1is the one who sent me the nun's costume.
‘ "PHILIP
(first thoughtful, then laughing)
So you archer possibilitye=-
(laughs loudly) Whyk, that's = thatts just like a comedy!
‘ MARGARET R o
Which can very easily kzm turn into a tragedy,
if I don't disappear from here soonl
PHILIP
- You want to go away from here?
MARGARET
There is no other way out, is there 2
now that the problem has no possible solution?
To Her I should bea man despite the fact
that Tama woman =
While to y ou I appear tobe the De v il,
where I would like tobe womsaen -
you even made the sign of the cross against me!l
P HLLIP
Ageinst myself I drew the cross -
‘An o t against you!
You could not know what was éOlngﬁ on in me when
I daid itt?!
My desire fao the W oman in the nun was greater
than ever before for any woman! ‘
I was desperateé, because I thought I was alruady
being untrue to you, and felt myself in the power
of the Devil =
untrue to you and therefore completely fcrsaken
by God!l _
MARGARET
And n o w = when you know who the nun is -
you would not draw the cross ?
PHILTIP
Now I am happy that even my 1nvoluntary desires have
not drawn me away from you, and from the path which
shall lead mé to God = why then still make the
sign of the cross? '
MARGARET -
-(restrainbd and in lowered toné)
And will you also not make the cross,
if I now repeat what as nun I alrcady sald to you,
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that I am pregnant with the new Christ,
and am filled with desire for that mn -
who will embody Him - = ,
f111led with desire forthe body
fof that man who in my erms will become h i s
o wn divine Fatherl ' ' o
God the Father and God the Son in one form =
created through ecestatic union with myself as
God's own bride and God's own mothér - - -
that man who thus becomes the renewer of the
divine Trinity in my body as the receptacle of
the Holy Ghost!
PHILIP?
(caught by Margaret's vision in
spite of himself, stammering)
A man == 8o Woman = = =
A loving pair as divine Trinity - - -
) o which is only in heaven i
(forecibly casts: ’ ’ ‘ ) ‘ '
off the spefll) We live upon € a r t h , Hargaret!
MARGARET ' ' ’
That youcan say here =
(includes church and
" altar with a sweepling ' _
gesture) where all Christians seek their Christ in
‘ . b odily form -
(points with left ‘ '

hand to bread) inhis £flesh
(points with right '
hand to wine) and his bl oo d, - A

in order to become bodily and corporeally omn €
with him, and t hr ou gh him to become bodily
and corporéally one a l s o with the Holy Ghost
and with God in heaven = o

one thierefore with the divipe Trinity in theilr
very own flesh and blood ! :

You nced the exa l tation,
which generated a new Christ in me,
as I a t e here -
(points to bread) '
' o - and drank-=
(points to wine) . ' ' ' :
in order to become on¢ with God, and through Him
to become one with you, =
who seek God in mel

: Therefore eat and drink like I = ,
(pushes the basket
and winecup together, ‘

in the direction of the basin) so that the old Christ also becomes
penewed in you, and then through
both of us in all mankind,

PEHILIP
(quickly and again ’ '
terrified) Th a 1 1 mankind ! 2 Then you want to convert all
mankind to your God of Love? Thnt which unites

you With me, should become a/r i gh t for al1l?

~
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MARGARET

gwith pathos that gradually
turns into ecstasy) ‘

Ever since I cut off my hair, to save you from

perjury and from God's‘wrath,

the Splrlt of God has been in me -

and is showing me bit by bit the way,

which no priest or preacher can show you,

and which is the only way that I can come to you.

O0n ly if my struggle is for a 1 1 mankind -

to bring them joy and ‘happiness =

only then will God become incarnate in

our pairinﬁ Joy°

To me it is a sign from God, that Christine

loves me because of my cutuaff hair,

and for that reason is consenting to your plan., = = =

Therefore, eat and drink,

I beg of you a second time'
(pleces her left hand
over the bread, and her right
ovér the wine, as a gesture of
invocation; then speaks as though
uttering an invocation, while she
looks into Philip's eyes) o
Through this heavenly food
we become an earthly pair -
The godly three _
becomes a human two -
Througli the joy of two
comes the bliss of all !

2

"PHILIP

(at first fascinated, but
gradually repelling it)

The message is too good to be true.

One would have to be emperor and pope in one,

to make it come true!

But I am only a Duke = withal the leader of a

group of nations, who will not follow me,

if theése pastors do not follow me = = =

Moreover I cannot decide whether it be .

angel or devil that you experience as Christ!

M AR G ARET

(wild and ecstatic) Your hesitancy makes me furious -

because I can see only weakness in it!

What I have experienced is neither angel -

nor devil - it is you yourselff!

You uniquely and you alo ne =

even as I saw you on this coin as the Joy=bringer

to your people ard to all monkind « =

- Yet, alas, you lack the courage to be yourself!

(bitter and scornful) o B ‘ o o

Did you not tell me yourself, that the Emperor

Maximilian wanted to buy the votes of all the

‘cardinals, in order to become pope as well as

emperor?

This valiant emperor - who made you & ruler at

fourteen years of age - did you not often praise him

as the highest example for you and all rulers? !

 PHILIP

tBan vaguely and But finally he too abandoned the ideal
absent-mlindedly)




(wilder, almost
% scrcoming)

IIT - 10 21,
MARGARET | :

Recause no maiden consecrated herself to become
a path to God for him -

(suddenly changing fway

tone to penetra
quietness)

(Philip becomes

ting ‘
But listen now to me, what I must demand of you,
if you do not want to los¢ mel

attentive again) ~ The papal seal shows the pope on the front,

and the apostles Paul and Peter on the back !

(becomes solemn and gradually

gcatatic again)

(oppressed and

(crosses himsel

As o token of your love,
and as przsf proof that I really am the way to God
for you, together with Christine in double marriage
to you, ] - - o ' :
I ask of you the striking of a coin similar to S
the papal seal, but showing my picture and Christine's
on the back, and your picture on the front!
This double=wedlocked triangle
Philip - Christine - Hargaretbt
as joye-cmbodying trinity,
shall become the money of your people and of all
mankind, and be the new symbol of God!

PHILIP .

defensively) ‘
Wnat you ask = that is = = =
o pact with the Devil - = = B

\ and & d1abolical trinityl
£

MARGARET

(wrathfully
ecstatic)

(again holds lec
over the bread,
over the wine,

If khkm this coiln-symbolized, joy-embodylng Trinity
i s of the Devil = ‘
then 21l T can say is that a1l of Chr ilst -
e nd om must go with us to the Devil,
in order that it may finally become h uman ity:
£t hand
and right
and speaks as though

uttering an invocation, as she hiolds

- Philip with her

(again wildly e

(picks up the c

eyes)

God is not heére and is not there,, /
Not any time, nor any place- i AN
Through us alone, He comes to earth,
our joy and money give Him birthl

catatic) '
Nothing terrifieés me any more on this pathway,
not even the cross, which you now drew for the
gecond time in front of me, - -
t6 cruclify my God of Love the second timel!l

oin from ) ‘

the altar and holds it before

Philip's eyes)

In this coin I saw your higher self =

(holds the coin up

high and looks

up) and pray now to God, that He may reveal Himself
to you in the loving pair -
and in the serving mon e y !
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(she glances again at ,

Pnilip, snd becomes

friendlier)in her tone)

For the t hir d time I ask of you
and b e g you =
, instead of bread I'll use the coin!
(she kisses the '
coin and then throws it
into the winecup, so that
it rings clearly. Philip
jerks together at the sound;
but it throws Margaret
into ecstasy) :
An ecstasy of gold and joy shall seize youl!
' PHILIP '

(takes hold of the bread
basket with both hands and
bows his head over it:
with hollow voilce) ‘

oh G o d , save her soul from the Devil 1

: MARGARET

(takes the winecup and lifts
it aloft following it with her eyes}
so that the cup is over the bowed
head of Philip and therefore also
over the breadbasket; cries out
despairingly) '

Oh G o d , make him free of his doubts!

Christine's volece is heard left,
but still distantly:
Philinpl

Philip and Margaret remain rooéted to
the spot, in the positions above described;
and listen to hear any further sound.

Christine's voice from left, but
nearer and somewhat louder:
Philil1lpli i

Philip and Margaret look at each other silently,
and place the basket and cup back on the altar.

' PHILIP?
(softly to That is Christine !
Margaret) v

(Margaret pushes the nun's ‘
costume behind the altar with her foot)

Christine's volice ‘left, very near
and loud: Pnilipnpli il




. ITT - 11 : . 23,

After Christine's last call, '

wallks on the highest step of

the altar around to the front

of it and toward the left, so

that he stands exactly between

Christine and Margeret as the

former enters left.
CHRISTIUNE

(breathlessly) Thank God, that I find}youl
Didn't you hear me call?
PHILIP o ‘

I only heard you just now -
but why have you come back here?
CHRISTIUNE®E
(still breathless) To warn you of the danger with which
Kirchhain and Fabricius are threatening you!.
MARGARET .
(to Christine, who has in -
the meantime stepped up on
the highest step of the altar,
where Philip has mowmed back a
1ittle to make room for her, in
such a way that any moment
Christine must see Margaret!)
‘ Thatts what I did too - 1
' CHRISTIUNE
(startled, but quickly
recovers her poise) You t 00 =« are here ? !
MARGARET '
T will gladly go now, if your Grace wishes.
CHRISTIDNE
(quickly and with

xaEs: love) No, dear Baron = forgive my being frightened!
Stay with us and help us - |
PHILIP

(nas moved to the back

of tuhe altear and thereby

aitomatically caused Christine .

to stand where he stood before,

opposite Nargaret; interrupts Christine)

The word 4 a n g e r 1is no doubt an exaggeration!
. There, this collection
(points to basin) has clearly proven that mdy Hessians have not much
use for the Christianity that Xirchhain preaches.
CHRISTIDNE B B -
Yes, but what will your Hessians do,
when they are told that this money
(points to basin). 1is to be used for your marriage to a second woman,
' and will serve the devil of lust -
PHILIP o .
" These two fellow dare - o :
to say this of my call for money against the Turks ?
CHRISTINE ’ o )
They say the Devil is in all money - and most’
‘ particularly in the money that was gathered today
(points to basin) on the Hessian altars -« = =
And that it ismy du t y to protect the cause
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of Protestantism from the disgrace of a double
morriage, by =rfmsimng publicly ﬁefusing’to give
nmy consent to this second wedding far the Duke
An insuilt Fobricius called it ,/to ask
the people to give money for a war against the
Turk, and at the same time establish a feminine
harem for himself!

PHILIP '

The thenkless scoundrel! '

As a fugitive from burning at the stake he found
refuge and safety with me, and soon was also given
employment and position - =

(with & laught of contempt) ‘
his young wife this fool has apparently bntircly
forgotten!

CHRISTIUNE

I wanted to dismiss him, as I saw her standing and
walting in a white dress at the church enbtrance;
but he only motioned to her and then stepped
into my carriage...

(imitating Febricius) Spiritual duties were more 1mportant

‘ then nup t 1 a l duties =
which he could still fulfil, and fulfil even
better a £t e » the Devil of Tust had
been driven out of city and state - !

PHILITP ' -

The Devil of L us t = = that means me, -
for I embody for him all that mkizk Kirchhain
reviled in his sermon and in his wedding speech.,
But I still can't sge any d a4 n ‘g er 1in the
impertinence of thege two hypocrimes = Whose
mouths I shall very soon stop!

CHRISTINE
But that isn't all that I must tell youl

PHILIP

(impatiently) Then spesk up! What is it that you call dangerous?

CHRISTINE ' ‘

(lewers voice and speaks quickly) ‘ -
Tonight yet there is to be a conference of pastors =
in Kirchhairls house., =
Tonorrow the news is to ER be spregd through all
Hesse, that your double-marriage plan is to be
explaiued by your insanity,
which has come upon you in the same year as your
father, and has resulted from your recent physical
illness = B o )
and thit this insanity will bring disaster to the
whole people, if you continue as ruling Duke -

Our oldest son is to take your place - and I am
to be the regent until his maturity!

PHILIP ' ) - N
They have dared to make such statements openly ! 2
They have commifted hi gh tr e as on.

(determined voice
and posture) 1 will have them and all their co=-conspirators
srrested tonight! -
What did you say to them?
CHRISTIU NE -
WWhen I sensed the nature of their machinations,
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I simulated indignation at your marriage plan,
and acted as if I had been convinced by them -
go that I might learn their wh o 1 e plansi
PHILIP
(out of his strenuous thinking he speaks forth and interrupts her)
That was very smart of you - ‘
And I must admit that the word d ang e r 1is
really appropriate! -
(with a questioning
sideglance to Margaret;
haltingly end uncertain) Unfortunately, we must agein - think of
‘ ‘concealing the second marriage - -
(Margaret's face and a
glight gesture indicate ‘
opposition) For the pre s ent at least -
MARGARET ' ' '
Then for the pr e s e n t you will also have
to waih for my sister !
PHILIP ,
But canft you explain to her all that has happened?
MARGARET - ) o '
That will not help, for she will then ask whether
your double marriage can ever be openly accepted
anywhere in Christendom. = :
But I kmow another solution.

PHILIP
(doubtingly) Another solution?
CHRISTINE
Speak, dear Baron!
‘ ' MARGARET
(to Philip) Why not meke it true -

what these pastors call your e v il intent:
proclaim the feminine harem asa
right fao a1 1 men - R
and make an alliance with the Turks, instead of
. waging war against them!
PEILIP ‘ ‘
An allisnce witl: the Turks ¢
: . CHRISTINE o ‘ :
(to Margaret) ‘You spoke of the right of the men to have a feminine
harem, dear Baron = '
and I will not oppose this right - -
if as a counterpart to it, we women also receive
the right to have a masculine harem!
PEHILIP ‘ '
(painful leugh) Hasculine harem -
but that is something utterly impossiblel
MARGARET N ' ' ' :
Forgive me, noble Duke, if I permit myself to
agree with her Grace in this, and fo call her
, , demand jus t =1
(to Christine, but almost
talking to herself as if _
starting into ecstasy again) ' '
- What you ssk - = 'is in harmony with the God-
ordained equality of man and woman. ‘
Christian harem is what I would call
the double-harém of a wedded pair = =
(takes deep breath and mekes her voice stronger)
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and that shall be the s ol ut i on
of our problem!
4 CHRISTIUNE
(eyes fastened on Mergaret, speaks full of enthusiasm)

christian harem - Yes | that is
our solution andour 1lidberatilonl
PHILIP :
(uncertain and I must admit - that calling it by this name -
haltingly) could bring me nearer to the thought of an alliance

with the Turks = especially since Hungary and
France too, are already allied with Sulelman -
only = o ' o ' ' ' '
' it seems to me lmpossible to combine both religions!
(shakes the spell ' ’ ' ' o

of f and speaks I have to recall, that in Constantinopfe - where the
fluently) Turks have now reigned for nearly a hundred years =

G re ek Christians were still fighting with
R.om a n. Christiasns about the Body of Christ,
even when the Turks had already climbed the walls
of the city! ‘
Apnd I mys€lf went through the same thing in Marburg
only ten years ago - incidentally it was during the
some time that the Turks were besieging Viemna for
the first time,- I had to watch Luther and Zwinglé
fighting with eadh other over the mmamim meaning
of the little worda I S 1in the phrase,
THIS I S MY BODY!
But 21l that is nothing compared to what would
happen if one tried to unite our Jehovah-priests
with priests of Allahl
MARGARET '
Before the prieésts are called together into
confereénce, you must already have made your
alliance with Suleiman, and must have already
laid the religious foundation Tor the double harem:
(solemnly and drawing into ecstasy)
Not the ¢ r os s , nor the cre seent
ghall be the signh and symbol of God,
' but & coin = = =
(she holds her right '
nand over the winecup as
Philip follows her gesture _
with his eyes) with y o u r picture on the one side,
and the plecture of the Sultan on the other -
(with pathos and slowly) ' ‘ ' *
as coinage of world=-poWerzr=-
and bridge to almightiness-
and - as the way to = Godl {1l
(nolds left hand over the —
bread; speaks gquickly and
‘a8 if uttering an invocation;
Philip and Christine listen
with close attention) ‘ ‘
No longér shall God's Body be upon earth only
in the bread and wine; ‘
through a ruler pair that comes forth out of
the money system, will God take possession of
a 1 1 human nouriskment -
"and then through the money system will He own
all mankind and the world!
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CHRISTITNE
I follow you, dear Baron -
(with gesture of supplication to Philip)
and beg you also to follow him, - because in sheaing

us the Way to G od - he also shows the way
out of our difficulties !
. PHILIP? ‘ :
(half convinced) I too - - am in the grip of exaltation « = =
‘ almost against my will - « = o
(shaking it off) But this alliance cannot be achieved, because in

all Hesse, and in all Germany, n ot omne man
could be found who would be able to carry such a
message to Constantinopde, - and it would be
impossible to deal with the matter in writingl -
Wh om could I send?

MARGARET

Me &1
PHILIP and CHRISTINE
(together) " You, dear 1 %

(both look at each other quizzically to see if the other notlced the

&

]

involuntary "dear"; they again speak together as they correct themselves
as they look away from eackh other - speaking in helf-loud tone of voice)

You I ?
' MARGARET ‘
(passionately) I beg you to do so - I'll start right off tomorrow,
: on the £ i r s t day of the year, which shall be
a year of blessing for you and all manking!
Iwill » i d e - ride like the Devil - in order %o
become God'!s angel between you and Suleimanl
‘ PHILIZP ' '
(still uncertain) My second self would then be my ambassador!
: But still T'm tortured by the doubt whether you
: are an angel or a devill
MARGARET
Seoon the clock will strike twelve, and the year 1is
: ended which began for you as a year of disaster -
(points with left hand to bread, and right to wine)
which brought no help to you, neither in the bread
nor the wine of God's Body - '
Tn thig last hour = help yourself -
then God can help you tool ' :
(the bell that struck the quarter hour before, now strikes four times
to indicate the full hour; Philip and Christine jerk together; Margaret
takes winecup)- T drink to the dlliance between you and Suleimanli
(she drinks at the first sounding of a decper and louder chime
(whict slower then the other, strikes twelve times)
CHRISTIUNE
(stretching both handsy toward winecup) You are also my ambassador {
(drinks and offers FPhilip the winecup)
PHILIP

(takes it mechanically with both hands, looks into it, then stares ahead

and speaks in half-loud ML ) Can I trust =-
Women's lust - ?
(suddenly determined) '
Be it God or be it Devil -
} I will drown my every quibble ! I I
(at the last striking e '
of the chime, he places the cup to his lips and drinks.Q

Curtain falls!
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The view is into Suleiman's bedroon,
the rear part of which is higher fthan the fore part
by three steps, which run straight across the whole room.

In the middle of the edge of the raised part of the floor,
there are two richly decorated columns; which, together
with the walls, carry the flat roof; and which are so close
together that between them there is just room enough for
the foot end of a quite broad and flat divan, whose head
end reaches to the rear wall of the room.

The divan with its accessories, together with the two
columns, dominates the stage.

Left and right of the head of the divan, there are two
large broad windows with magnificent curtains, which are
drawn open. Further on, left and right, there is a portion
of the wall and then a door each side; all is réchly deco-
rated with tapestries and carvings. The two doors touch
the side walls at the two corners.

In the higher (rear) part of the room, the side-walls are
unobstruéted, being hung only with tapestries.

In the lower (fore) part of the room, there are left and
right two richly decorated doors.

The floors and also the three steps are covered all over
with heavy carpets, which make every footfall noiseless.
Principally in the fore part of the room there are many
small tables as well as many pillows in every possible
shape and color. Also various musical instruments.

Receptacles FYYYFL/WYVA/TPLIYL L/ #fd/Viddd Loaded with fruits,

and vases filled With‘beautifu1>flowers are also wvisible,

On the rear wall between the two windows, i.e. over the

head end of the divan, there hangs a calendar with large

. pemovable pages. The page which is visible, shows the

number 111 very clearly, which is bordered by Turkish letters,

This number is seen by the light of a lamp which hangs over the
divan, and directly over Suleiman, who 1s sitting at the foot end
of the diven and staring straight ahead. ‘

At his left and on the lowest step stands the big and fat, but
magnificently dressed, Vezier - Suleimanpascha - holding a paper
in both hands, His attitude shows that he has just stopped
reading, and is waiting to hear Suleiman's response.

In front of the door in the right outer wall, stands a big amd
fat eunuch with a drawn curved sword.

SULEIMATN
How long has the Duke's ambassador been waiting?
SULEIMANPASCHA
(with high eunuch voice) ) '
One week, your magesty!d
SULEIMAN ’ o ' '
Then he has 1little reason to be impatient!
Other ambassadors wait months before they
receive an audience.
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How long, for example, has the Hungearian
ambassador already waited agein, even though
Isabella of Hungary is already our ally?
SULEIMANPASCHA
Three weeks, your magésty!
SULEIMATN ,
And the ambassador of the king of France - who
is also offering an alliance with us?
SULEIMANPASCHA
Two months, your majesty!
SULEIMATN
Well then = = ¢ '
And the ambassadors from our enemies -
first of all from Austria, and from the Pope,
also the ambassador from VGnlce  from Spain
and from Portugal -
haven'it they all waited still 1onger9
SULEIMANPASCHA -
: But your majesty said yesterday -
SULEINATHN
(1et's fect drop down
from the crossed position,
so that they come to stand on
the top step; he doesn't
listen to Suleimanpascha)

Let them all wait, these Christian dovs -

both friends and foeso -

What do they suddenly want dat my door anyway?
Do they already sense the storm that is drawing
toqether over the Christian world? -

Allah's eloud will darken their sun,
And His lightning will strike down upon them.
And out of the thunder will sound Mohamed's voice -
the voice of o uw r prophet,
‘who is higher than Jesus and Moses -
and all other propnets of the world!
SULEIMANPASCHA
(so filled with wonder
that his voice is even
higher than usual) Your ma jesty!
S ULEIMAN
(ignores him, and contin-
ues to speak with lowered
voice and downcast glance) I

Our armament is growing - |
Soon all the cannons will be forged -
-that shall make known Allah's will to the unbelievers!l
(stands up and stretches his ' |
right arm forward, with flat o
of hand held as if pushing away )
This time Vienna shall not stop me!
(stamps his foot) This timé n o t 1}
, : I want to see where the Danube lias its source -
and on the R hh i n e I want to open my winter
quarters, - in W o r m s where the Emperor Charles
held his first Imperial Congress, at the time when
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I became Sultan, and conquered Belgrade = =
First Belgrade, and then a few years later
Budapest = and now Vienna and Worms! ’
SULEIMANPASCHA
(enthused and in ‘
high pitch) Exalted Majesty !}
SULEIMATN
(held by his vision, he
dreamily descends the steps and comes
forward somewhat in order to master
his excitement; speaks almost in
ecestasy)
: The following Spring I shall march through France,
and in Spain I shall complete the circle which my
predecessors in theé faith tried to draw in the
opposite direction, a thousand years ago -
the cirele of Allah around the Miditerranean
and around Rome ! a
My great grandfather conguered Constantinople
and turned the Christian church into a Wgguul¢
Mohammedan lMosque = = : '
I will make R om & the capital of my realm,
and the Church of St. Peter shall be the central
Mosque of the world. = ‘
Not in the sign of the cross -
(clenches his fist threateningly)
N ol in the sign of the crescent
shall mankind worship God! ‘
SULEIMANPASCHA
(so overwrought that his voice breaks completely)
Exalted magnificent majesty-
Your €x4alted majesty speaks
magnificéat words = = Tur k i sh words - =
08meaonic words, in which 0 s m o n himself
: is resurrected! ‘
(suddenly choanges tone, and
almost in the same business volce
as at the beginning)
So therefore your majesty's decision of yesterday
is cancelled? :
SULEINAN '
(absently) ' What decision ?
' SULEIMANPASCHA
In yesterday's session your Majesty was pleased =
- I now venbture to say, wrongly pleased -
to consider the possibility of an alliance with
the King of France and the Duke of Hesse, in
addition to the alliance with Isabella of Hungary.
Thie grand=vezier Luftipascha was to deal with the
French ambassador. I mysell was to deal with the
ambassador of the Duke, and to obtain from him
a written clarification regarding the Christian
haren, :
(points to the paper in his hand)
which I have just had-the honor to read to
your HMajesty
SULEIMATN o :
{holds his head) Had I actually decided that?

~
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SULEIMANPASC H A
: Your Majesty was clearly distracted yesterday -
(worriedly) It was a mistake of your Majesty!
A majestic mistake, 1f I may say so!
SULEIMATN
(absently) Distracted?
(sobs) Since Ibrahim is dead -
I am distracted, and dream !
(sobs 1ouder) ' -
He was my friend, perfect as a dream =-
And he was my purlect dream, formed into a living
friend = =« =
Now however I dream formlessly and futilely !
‘ , SULEIMANPASCHA
(worried lest Suleimen '
give up his plans of conquest,
speaks with high pinched voice)
Only & mistake, your NMajesty -
a mistake , nothing more |
‘ SULEIMAN
(same tone as at beginning of the scene but more decided)
Yes = you are right - Vezier! o
It was a mistake, everything that I babbled
before = an illusion and phantasmagoria -
which already my ancestors conjured up - -
first of all, Bajesid the First, my ‘
(counts on four fingers)
great - great = great - great grandfather., - -
He already wanted his horse to eat oats
of f the high altar in St. Peters at Rome!
(laughs aloud) He wanted his horse to attend Mass!
S SULEIMANPASCHA
(claps his hands for joy) A Wondcrnul idea, your ngesty!

(to the guard who has come-

because the handclapping is a

¢all to him, and who stands '
‘serv¢ilely before Suleimenpascha) Vihat do you want?

(stops: clapplng and looks at his hands) Oh - that 1t °
{(wrathfully) You j-a-a-a-ackassy 1
(he motions the guard to go back; the
guard resumes nis place at the door)
SULEIMNMA i}
(who amusedly watched the

incident; sfmilingly) You héve often tried to be a poet,
' Suleimanpascha, = why not try to write a comedy
in whicli Horses and FHf¥ddddd T-a-a-a-ackasses

(imitates S-p's tone) == demand a new reformatlon of Christianity .-
say, the incarnation of God in oatal
SULEIMNMANPASCHA

(claps his hands) Great, your Majesty! - fabulously witty!

(to guard who has again bome

because of the clappinf) J-a=-g=-a=-gckass ! J-a-a-a~ackass 1!!

- (motions the ouara back)

ULEIMAN

In this farce comedy thie guestion must be reised,
whether the jackass who eats the consecrated oats
turns into God, - or whether the God in the
consecrated oats turns into the jackass!




SULEIMA
(starts to clap hands, butb
catches himself as he glances
at the guard) And this burlcsque will be performed in
St. Peter's in Rome -
before it is consecrated as a Nosque !
SULEIMAN
with you 1n the princxpal role, you old jackass!
SULEIMANPASGCEHA
(draws back, protesting) Your Ma jestyl
SULEINMATN
(pays no morc attention to
him; becomes self-sbsorbed)
For the fifth time I am now marching into Hungary -
Fhe army is bigger and better than ever =
I'11 add anouher piece of lond to my territory --
possibly also Vienna -
Yes - maybe Vienna tooll
But to ¢ 1 o s e the cirele = that T will
never beable todo = =1
Unless - unless it be through a union of Turks
and Christians, - as the Duke proposes !
SULEIMANPASCHA
(in rcpressed tone, so that his
voice sounds lower than usual,
with gesture of opposition) Your HMajesty!l
SULEIMNMNAHN '

(still self-absorbed) To the Mohammedan belongs the e ar t h !
: To the Christian belongs the s e a !
So spoke the ancient oraclel
SULEINANPASCEHA
(1ike before, with more
opposition) Our fleet rules the whole Mediterranecan!
' SULEIMATN '
(engaged) And the whole Mediterrancan is a misersblé puddle,

if you compare it with the Atlantic ocean,
which is ¢losed to our ships, at Gibraltar!
(stretches right arm, pointing left) ‘
ihen the sun sinks away in Europe, it gtands at its
highest point in America -
Whero since Columbus the minions of the Spanish
king rule.
' And when the sun sinks there -
(aWSo stretches left arm, turning eyes right)
it alrcady rises here,
In the Emplire of Charles the sun never Whol]y sinks!
(lets arms and also head fall)
How often Ibrahim explained this to me 11l
SULEIMANPASCHA
~ Ibrahim was o heretic, whom Allah judged!
SULEIMATN .
(tcars his sword half out of his scabbard, and roars)
Silence, you eunuchl
Ibrahim was my friend, my second self !
Not Go6d judged him, but _I did -
_I =, Dbecouse == == ==
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jo

(puts his sword back and

becomes quiet

again)

Do you think, Suleimanpaschs - ,

that Roxelane can love two men at the same tlme ?
SULEIMANPASCTHA.

(embarrassed smile,
v01ce at highest pltch) I know nothing about such things, your Ma jesty!

(looks at him
from the side)

SULEIMATN
Be glad that you were castrated, and grew up
as o keeper of the bed - -
And not yourself lay in the bed WY¥H/Wddéd 1
You castrated men have it easier in- life,
and are closer to Allah, than we men Who are
only circumcised. = Sex is of the Devil!
SULEIMANPASCHA

(renewed embarrassment) Your Magesty&

(viciously)

SULEIMAN- ‘
I'11 dismiss Luftipascha and make you my
Grand Vezier, Suleimonpaschal
You already have my name, and maybe also the
wisdom of our ndmesake Solomon,
which people look for in me!

(less viciously and
more to himself) Yes, you shall become the new second Sultan -

(reflects)

(very proud)

my better half, so to speak =
the Godlike, because castrated, part of the Sulten!
How old are you anyway, Suleimanpoascha?
SULEIMNANPASCHA
I now count 79 years, your Ha jesty!
SULE I M AN
79 1 = That increases your -Godlikeness very
considerably !
79 ? = Then you still knew my great-grandfatber
Uohommed, who conqueréd Constantinople and
converted the Haga Sophia into a Mosque?
SULEIMANPAS C HA
When Allah admitted your HaJesty's great-grandfather
to Paradise, I was 20 years old!
SULEIMNATN '

(almost sweetly) Cannot you understand that his realm was a

different one than mine, which now already

includes just as many Christians as Moharmmedans?

If T now conquer Austrdd or even Germany,

I will have more Christians. than Mohammedans.

~VWihat good does it do me, iExEx to convert thousands

of churches in the conquered cities, and consecrate

them as mosgues =

if only my soldiers and my OfLiGl&lS attend them ?
SULEIMANPASCHA \

Formerly our method for conquered peoples was -

Kiss the Koran or die ! :
SULEIMATN

(angrily repu131né) Then conquered Hungary would be transformed ihto

an unpopulated desert -

and we would lose the taxes; '

we would lose a half million ducats yearly which

s come from therel

Would you want that ?
SULEIMANPASCHA

(stands helpless, fi%albgfhakgg'head and makes some -inarticulate sounds)
b L = ®
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(half to himself) Thnat the Koran distinctly recognizes the 014
and New Testaments as revelations from Allah,
shows me the way to a world empire of united
Turks and Bhristians !
SULEIMANPASCHA
(solemnly invoking help to ward off these idecag)
Allah is Allah
SULEINATN ’ ‘
(excited) ‘ - And Mohammed is His prophet!
(almost roaring) Bt And I amthe r e sponsible
representative of Mohammed -
Gallf and God's shadow just as he was -

(throws both arms-forwardﬂ
and bows deeply before Suleiman)
and S ul tan in addition!! -

Lord of public prayer and,coinage,
Islamic Maje s(f ¥ s
(Suleimanpascha throws .
himself flat on the floor in
order to kiss Suleiman's feet)
whose commands, for you slaves,
are revelations from Godl
Stand up, you old jackass !
(Suleima& tries to get up -
but he is too fat and heavy) o
Torahim was wrong to despise the Koran.
But you arée wrong to despise the Bible.
Alleh and Jehovah are t w o names for one God.
And the Koran has the ssme relation to the Bible -
(takes a gold coin out of
his coat pocket, and holds it up
between two fingers; both Suleimanpaschsa
and the guard cast avaricious eyes at it)
as the front of this golden Sulelman has to the
back of it.
Why should I object to. the picture of the Duke of
Hesse on the back -
if in alliance with him I can conguer Rom and
renew the Roman world-cmpire through a united
religion ? 1}
(lets the coin fall
so that it lies between Suleimanpascha
and the guard) Woever gets it first, can have it!
(Sule manpaschﬂ is
still lying on the floor,
butyd quickly throws himself
around to cluteh the coln, as
he wrestles with the guard who
also plunged toward it.
Suleimanpascha grkd gets it.)
(SULeiman is laughing)
Ho 1§
That's the God that you all crawl to!
(to Suleimanpascha after
the guard returns to his place)
Why don't you stand up?
(Suleimanpascha makes renewed desperate
efforts, but always sinks back. Suleiman speaks to guard)
Help the Vezier to get on his feet!
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(tue guard rushes over to
Suleimanpascha, but Suleiman
motions to the guard to stop)
Halt! - first make him give you the golden Suleimon.
(Suleimanpaschsa gazes .
at the coin sorrowfully and
then with a deep sigh gives
it to the guard, who helps
him up) Send for the Duke'!s ambassador. =
I will talk him out of the Christian harem - =
and then make the alliance with him !
SULEIMANPASCHA
(still groaning over '
his effortd At your service, your Najesty!
(bows and is aboutb
to leave through the
door in right wall)
SULEIMATN
T wonder if the ambassador has any understanding
of women = ‘ ' '
As I looked at him yesterday through the
shuttered window in the divan room, he seemed’
unusually young to me 1}
STULEIMANPASCHA
(nalf way to the door ' o
he turns around) He is still young, your Majesty!
' But his letter shows -
(nis eyes look for ‘
the letter, which is lying
on the floor. Suleiman
follows his gaze) ,
that he is wise and intelligent beyond his age -
but whether he knows anything about women - ?
SULETIMAN
(motions him to go) ,
Remain next door until the ambassador comes,
ond then lead him in here.
I must make a decision -
t oday yetl ‘ '
Tor this thing is occupying my thought too
much and 1s weakening my power of decision in
all my matters.
(to the guard, as
Suleimanpascha leaves) Give me that letter there!

(the guard jumps to get the

letter and gives it to Suleiman;

who walks around one of the columns,
- then lets himself fall on the divan

and reads for a few seconds;

then folds the letter and puts

it into his pocket, and then

remains stretched out at full length
with his eyes closed)
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HEARTSDELIGHT
(enters through rear
door at right) (looks at
Suleiman and then goes
over to the guard)

Hasgn't he asked for me yeb ¢

(the guard shakes
his head, she stares at
him silently, then comes
to the foreground, speaking
to no oné in particular)

But today is my day - !
ANGELVOIGCE
(has in the meantime
entered through rear
door at left; after a glance
at Suleiman goes over to guard,
08 Heartsdelight is moving away
from latter to front of stage)

Shouldn't you give the signal to call us for
our walk?

(the gunard silently

shakes his head; she

looks at him with astonishment,

and throws a glance at the windows

through which the sun is brightly shining)

O, the lovely sun = , the new Spring !
BEAUTYGLOW
(has in the meantime
entered through rear door
right, and has stepped close
to Suleiman to look at him;
ahe still sees the guard shaking his
head to Angelvoice's guestion, but
now asks him herself)

Doesn't his Majesty want to go out?
(the guard silently
shakes his head. She
imitates him with comical
exaggeration and points with her
finger to the guard's forehead)

I guess you are shaking it to find out if there
ig anything inside 1
(then she moves to
, the front to join the others)
MORNINGSTAR
(has in the meantime .
. entered through rear door left;
also steps close to Suleiman
before going over to the guard)

Aren't we going out?
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(the guard 31lently shakes
his head, She goes front to
the others and speaks to them)

Then why does he ask us to put on our street
clothes?
EVENINGSTAR
(has in the meantime entered
through rear door right, and
after a passing glance at Suleiman
goes'to the guard, whose head-shaking
in answer to Morningstar she has
still seen)
Is the Sultan uwnmwell ?
(the guard silently
. shakes his head., She _
imitates him, but then changes
to moving her head up and down
exaggeratedly)
T h i s 1is the way jackasses do it !
(joins the others) ’ :
Suleiman is again in a bad humor !
Let's goout a l on e !
(others are silent)
Why should we sit around in the harem,
when outside there is the first real Spring day 2
Come on !

ROXELATUNE
(entered through rear door
left and after a glance at
Suleiman joins the others in
time to overhear Eveningstar)

N o, we'lll stay here and sing a song for him !
(she takes a lute
and strikes a few chords;
the others also take up various
musical instruments so that they
are a small orchestra under )
Roxelane's leading; they sing
Suleiman the -here- fold ‘
hos kisses and-meaey~+épﬂ&&/
Suleiman the knight,
- loves women and light !
SULEIMATN _
(angrily) " The D ev
BEAUTYGL
He's ready
ANGELVOI
He is callir

i1 he loves 14}
oW

to go out!
c ‘
g

HEARTSDELIGHT
Today is my day! -
MORNINGS TA

R

We are all dressed!

EVENINGSTAR
.He is Well'
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(all five rush to Suleiman's ,
divan, only Roxelane follows

slowly and without any outcry;

she stands against a column at

the foot-end; she still has her lute

in her hand, all others put down

their instruments whengSuleiman spoke.

The sun shines through the windowfs

on the richly colored dresses of the

women, which are adorned with flashing genms)

SULEINMATN '
(without moving) Why are you all dressed for the street ¢
MORNINGSTAR
Because you promlsed to go out with us.
SULEIMATN ' ‘ '
And why do you want to go out?
" ANGELVOICE | ‘
Because the sun is so lovely and bright and warm !
SULEIMATN '
(resentfully) Say Rather you want to glitter and sparkle for other
men, so that they shall admire and desire you |
ROXELATNE
(motions to the women
standing at the head .
of the divan) Draw the curtains shut g !
Suleiman is jealous of the sun -
which shines upon us !
(she tinkles on the.
lute, then strikes a chord
to start a song which all
join in without changing
their positions) Suleiman the sun,
Friend of our pleasure;
Foc of our SOorrow; .
Joy-4iL4%gb%g%uxE}—+~omZ%}ul7'M¢&4¢MA£~/
SULEIMMATHN
(still resentful) Bah! At night you dream of other men !
ROXELANE ' -
(witlhh others sings on) Suleiman the moon,
PAYEd / SV /dYY{ Brighter than noon!
Dream of our nights,
Lord of delights !
SULEIWMATN
(somewhat mollified) Ah, then you deceive me inbetween day and night -
A when the star of love is shiningl
ROXELANE
(with others sings on) Suleiman the stary !
' Messenger of God,
Mouth of the prophet,
: Breath of our speech |
SULEIMAN ,
(sita up somewhat and stretches oub his arms
to the women, who tenderly take hold of them and
kiss his hands, pressing themselves against him;
only Eveningstar remains behind, while Roxelane scats
hepself at the head of the divan, busying herself with
the 1lute but listening carefully to Suleiman) '
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Forgive me, my darlings! ~
The letter from the Duke's ambassador has
disturbed me.

ROXELANE

(speaking up) What letter?
MORNINGSTAR and EVENINGSTAR
(1ike an echo) What letter?

SULEIMAN
(with a gesture of dismissal) Never mind !
(seats himself at the oot end
of the divan with his feets
crossed as at the beginning
of the act; the women help him
to do so, and Roxelane makes room for him)

Let us say our prayers |
I want to hear Mohammed's words and turn my
eyes to Allah ! ‘ ’
‘ What is the prayer for today?
(21l look at the .
calendar showing the capital
number 111 at the head end of
the divan, which is more clearly
visible now with the curtains shut)
ROXELAUNE
(solemnly) Prayer 111, Abu Laheb !
SULEIMATN .
Who spesks 1t%
ROXELANE '
It is Heartsdelighttis turn !
HEARTSDELIGHT
(goes forward toward Suleiman;
the others take the following positions:

Beautyglow on the top step right of Suleiman;
Eveningstar on the second step " " "
both stand in front of the right column.

Angelvoice on the top step left of Suleiman;.
Morningstar on the second step" " -“
both stand in front of the left column,

Directly in front of him on the lowest step
is Roxelane.,

Heartsdelight turns around, throws her arms forward,
and bows to Suleiman, the others also do so at the same time)

In the Neme of the ever merciful God § !

(she turns around again, but the others remain

facing Suleiman and kneel down and bend forward so
far that their brows touch the floor. Heartsdelight
kneels down and while praying holds up her hands xzEz
so that they are stretched out and flat, and are seen
at the right and left of her face)



Iv = 2 13,
The hands of Abu Lakheb shall fall down !
He shall perish altogether 1§
His possessions and everything that he has amassed,
Shall help him not at all ! '
He shall burn in the flaming fire,
And %is wife with him, who shall ever carry wood
~to it, o
And around her neck shall be a ropse woven of
the fibres of the palmtree! = Amen !
SULEIMAN
Amen}
(while the women
rise to their feet, and
Heartsdelight offers him
her mouth for a kiss, which
he ignores, he speaks almost
to himself) .
And all that in the name of an e v e r
merciful God ! 2
Our prophet irritates me today = !
Let me also hear the next prayer -
perhaps it can tell me something.
: HEARTSDELIGHT
(tries to hold
fast to Morningstar as she
rans toward the prayer-calendar
in order to change the page;
but then stretches her hands in
entreaty to Suleiman) ‘ '
But tounight belongs to me !
: . MORNINGSTAR
(standing on the head
end of the divan she changes
the page so that the number 112
becomes visible surrounded by
Turkish characters, then speaks
from khmke there, loudly)
The one who prays 1l a s t and shows the way to
‘Allah in the words of the Koran = has the right
to the kias and to the following night ! ’
SULEIWATN i
(laughing) Is that too written in the Koran?
(kisses Heartsdelight
who still stands Begglingly
in front of him) You can both come = the night will be divided !
ROXELAUNE ‘ ‘
(solemnly as before) Proyer 112, the confession of Godis unity !
SULEIMATHN
Who speaks it?
ROXELATNE
It is Morningstar's turn.
_ MORNINGSTAR
(with same motions as Hearts-
delight previously, who has taken
a place left of Suleimaen on the sccond
step, standing with the other women)
_ ’ In the name of the ever merciful God !
(then in same posture as -
Heartsdelight previously, i.e. with hands half raised)
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God is the only and eternal God !
He does not procreate and is not procreated,
and no being is like unto Him! Amen!
SULEIMATN
Ament
(loughs more heartily
than before; the women
stand up, and Morningstar
of fers him her mouth for
o kiss)

So He is an impotent God -
A divine eunuch so to speak - =
The type of a Suleimanpascha !
(e kisses Morningstar) _

’ ROXELAUDNE
(with protesting gesture

against Suleimen) Allah is Allaht!
BEAUTYGLOW ANGELVOICE HEARTSDELIGHT EVENINGSTAR
(as echo) “Alleh is Allah |

_ _ SULEIMATN
(uncrosses his feet
and places them on
the top step) And Monammed is His prophet!
"~ And you are his angels - = A
whom I shall take along to Rome.
There you can take over the roll of the famous
geesec on the Capltol !
. ROXELATUNE
(gesture of protest '
toward Suleiman) - ‘
Oh 1§ §

BEAUTYGLOW ANGETLVOICE HEARTSDELIGHT MORNINGSTAR EVENINGSTAI
(as echo to Roxeland) Oh !

Iv - 3.

SULEIMANPASCHA

(enters right, bows with

arms thrown forward to

Suleiman) The ambassador of the Duke of Hesse is in the
' anteroom, your Hajesty!l

' STULEIMATN ‘ .

( jumps up excitedly) Bring him in !

BEAUTYGL OW

(21l ) " Oh, o man !}
(to- ) ANGELVOICE
(gether) Oh, oh !
HEARTSDELIGHT
In here ¢
' ROXELATUNWNE
(gloomy stare) Another man in the harem !

, That has not happened since Ibrahim |
SULEIMATN
(with a glance at '
Suleimanpascha who still
waits for Suleiman to cancél
his command; and with a vague
gesture to the women ) You zof course retire quickly to your
roons
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_ BEAUTYGL OW
(both to- Oh my 1§
gether) ANGELVOICE

0 =9 =o0h i
ROXELANE :
Driving us out of here is not right,
it is highly umatural !
SULEIMAN
You must excuse = !
This sudience is a matter of great 1mportance,
and no other ambassador must know of it -
only here amlIsure of no eavesdropping !
NGELVOICE
Are we then eavesdroppers ?
SULEIMAN
You are the imperial women - ‘
but the laws of the harem apply also to you,
to you most strictly !
ROXELAUNE ‘ '
And they forbid y owu first of all,
to let another man come in here, as 1ong as he
is 8till man = =
(with veiled scorn) because your women would pounce on him like
animals, and can only be true to you if they are
surrounded by men like Suleimanpascha and that
guard there - -

=

(loughs softly)
STULEIMATHN
(aroused and hoarsely) R ox e 1l a
EVENINGSTAR
She is right - -
You want to keep us in cages like animals =
not like imperial women. '
BEAUTYGLOW
The ambassador will think that we are ugly,
- and therefore you are ashamed to show us to him !
SULEIMAN
A11 right - , you may all stay here - = ,
(women are jubilant) ‘
but first you must give me the answer to a
question, which for days has again troubled me -
(fastens nhils gaze upon
Roxelane but she evades it
namely the question -

nel

(he breaks off) _
: EVENINGSTAR

(impatiently) Homely the question =
ANGELVOIGCE )
(echo) Namely the question =
SULEIWNAN
(gloomily, half The question = = which six years ago cost Ibrahim
to himself) " his life 1}

(looks at Roxclané&, who
now returns his élance)
The question =
ANGELVOICE
(more impatiently) The question =
EVENINGSTA
8

(echo, but louder) T he que

(again breaks off)

ot

ion «==1191
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LEIMATN

Wnether you can love another man besides me 7
AUTYGL OW

Only youl

GELVOICE

You alone do we love!

ARTSDELIGHT

We belong only to youl
RNINGSTAR

Yours eternally!

LEIMATN _

Examine yourselves thoroughly !

I will now ask each one of you separately, in
the order in which you speak the prayers -

“apnd will make you swear to the truth of your answers!

You, Beautyglow, could you love another man
besides me ?
AUTYGLOW

I can only love you !
LEIMAN )

And you, Angelvolce ?

GELVOICE - ,

Until death I want to belong to you alone !
LEIMAN - ' ' ‘

Can you say the same, Heartsdelight °

HEARTSDELIGHT

I was going to be angry at you,
because I have to share the night with that one -

(points to liorningstar)

but now even half a night shall be enough to
show you, whom alone I love!l

SULEIMAN

And you, Morningstar °

MORNINGSTAR

The one who prays last -

and shows you the way to 4llakh in Mohommed's words,
hias the God-given right to the following night

of love with you - ' -

and therefore the whole night should be mine -

(with fanatical pathos)

but I will show you even in a divided night,
to whom I want to belong undividedlyyy throughou
eternity ! ‘ :

SULEIMATN

And now I supposé I will have to hear something else -
How about it, Eveningstar? ~

EVENINGSTAR

You shall not hear, but you shall feel my answer =
tomorrow night, when I shall kiss you !

SULEINATN

That leaves only Roxelane to answer !

ROXELANE

It is already six years ago that I answered you with -
a dagger that I handed to you, When you found me here

(points to left side of the divan)

together with Tbrahim your friend, and\asked me the
question with your eyes alone -

(Suleiman starcs at her)

I have nothing more to add today!
& e
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SULEIMATN

(still staring at her)
(shakes off his doubts
and turns to all)

(to Suleimanpascha who
sti1l stands waiting)
(after a deep bow to

Your answer is o riddle even as it was then - -

but I really believe now that my doubts of

you were false - ’ ‘

and that my idea of woman's nature is correct:’
A masculine harem for women would be contrary
to Allah and to the nature of woman hersclf - -!
You need not to your answers add an oath! =

I will enter into the proposed alliance, :

but the Ffeminine harem instituted by our prophet
must become the marriage form of humanity !

Go now, and bring the ambassador in I

Suleiman, Suleimanpascha goes out
through door in the right side=-wall)

W=7 4

SULEIMATN

(seats himself with

crossed legs at the foot of
the divan between the two columns)

Be seated like Moslems to the right and leflt
of me. :

(the women sit on the steps

in front of the two columns,

crossing legs like Suleiman,.

Beautyglow, Heartsdelight and Eveningstar

sit in this order from top down, in front

of the right column, which is left of Suleiman.

Angelvoice, Morningstar and Roxe¢lane do the
L3 Lal E-3 - Pl s -
some in front of left column, to rgight of Sulelmen,

They all begin to powder themselves and
1ook into their handmirrors without paying
any further attention to Suleiman.)

You will remeoin silent,

but your expressions must show what the
narem and the divan meéan to the pious Moslem:
no sink of sensuality, as the Christians
believe it to be, ' .

but the way to God through womenhood I
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suleimenpascha returns from the right,

and leads Marparet von der Saal; she is

in the same dress as at the end of the
third sact, but has the cap on.

Behind her comes Christopher Hulsing and
after him two more servanbs; one of the
latter carries a garment across his out-
streteched arms, the other carries a small
box very ceremonliously.

Suleimenpescha takes his stand at the left
of Suleiman and the women on that side; the
latter remain visible to the audience,
between Suleiman and Suleimanpascha.
Margaret stands at the right of Sulelman
and the women on that side, who thus '
remain visible between her and him.

Suleiman fastens his gaze upon Margeret,
who takes off her cap, and then likewise
looks at him quietly.

SULEIMANPASCHA
(with pathos and thercfore
in highest piteh of volce;
making a bow at each titel) His exalted imperial Majesty,
the Sultan of two continents,
and Chakan of two secas -
the Protector of Mecca and Medina
and King of Jerusalem = = =
SULEIMARN :
(impatiently interrupting) Sultan Suleiman is receciving the ambassador
o of the Duke of Hesse, Baron = 7
(with questioning glance to Suleimanpascha)
SULEIMANPASCHA
(servilely quick) Philip von der Saal.
‘ SULEIMNMATHN
Pnilip von der-Saal.
This audience is taking place with the greatest
secrecy, as you requested, Sir ambagsador, '
and therefore it is held here in my harem, into
which otherwise no man except & eunuch is permitted
: ‘ to step. ‘ o S
(points with an introducing gesture to the wauen) _
The presencé of my wives should show you that our
harem is¥ not a prison for women, '
but can much better be compared mkkk to a garden,
in which the husband as gardner cultivates and
protects them like flowers.
MARGARET o '
His noble lordship, the Duke Philip of Hesse and
head of the Protestant léague of nations and nobles,
as whose ambassador I have the, honor to be recelved
by your imperial Majesty,  (high o '
will worthily appieciate such a reception at such a
place and in the presence of the imperial women -

(bows to the women who
squirm with pleasure at the flattery)
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The fact that since yesterday I have been
permitted to reside here in the imperilal castle,
in similar manner as the ambassadors of those
countrics which are already allied with the Turkilsh
realm, leads me to se¢ therein a very promising
indication of your Majesty's decision, and I am
therefore most cager to receive your definlte
word at this time, - '
first X however I must present two gifts,
- which the noble Duke sends to your Majeésty as an
- ' expression of his will to union with you - =
(she motions to
Christopls who carries
the garment before Suleiman,
and then hands it to the Vezier)

first this gorment ! ’ '
It is exactly the same as that worn by the Duke
ot festivals and official functions !
SULEINATHN
(observes the garment
which is held toward him by
Suleimanpascha, who then places
it on a table) ‘ - '
I thank the noble Duke for the garment and will
wear it, wherever I can honor him thereby -
(smiles at Hargaret - ‘ ' ‘
meaningfully) Perhpps in that way I can more easily enter into
‘ his thought ! '
MARGARET
(again motions to Christopher
who carrics the casket with open
top before Suléiman, whereupon Suleimanpascha
takes it, but on a wink from Suleiman holds it
g6 near to the latter that he can take out the
#£old coin. Suleiman then places the casket
‘on a table) ‘ ‘ '
As a further token of his will to union, the Duke
gends this golden coin with h i s pilcture on
the one side =
SULEIMATN
(has taken the gold coin and
examines it carefully; inter-

rupts Margaret) I se¢ = =

(turns coin and : o B

reads) : Through God's - Brace = = Phi - 1lip Duke - of =
' ‘ Hesse | v

(turns coin‘around)

The other side is empty = !
(points to it) That is where my own picture is to come,
if I have read your communication correctly !

. , MARGARET
(animated) The Duke would be happy, together with your
« lajesty, to create the money for the world empire
in this form - ‘ '
(solemnly the "¢ oinage of world=power
emphasized) as bridge to al 1l =-power
and way to God 1}
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SULEIMATN
(enimatedly) That brings us right to our subject,
, and takes us straight to the ma i n point =

. the gold=-derived union of the wills of two me n
who seek to unite and interfuse ’
what once upon a time had been embodied separately
by Mohiammed and Christ -
the Spirit and Will of God !

This pathway I can follow, '
and follow the Duke very Wlllingly,
because it is the way of Islam, S
wherein the Sultan's majesty is founded on
dominion over gold and over prayer !
MARGARET o
It will be the happiest day of my life,
when I can bring him this message;
a joyful message to him
and a new gospel of salvatlon for all manklnd !
(with a deep bow to Suleiman)
Therefore let mé hasten, your Magesty,
, ‘and lose not another hour ! ‘
‘ SULEINAN
(very animeted) The fastest horses of my realm shall carry you
to Germony,
as soon as the alliance is definitely drawn up =
(suddenly stops) ‘
‘ ‘ and after all it is my will -
(stops again, and then
speaks in a gtrained voice)
but the feminine haroem of our Prophet must become -
the general form of marrlage in the world empire !
MARGARET
(hastily) But, your Ma jesty, the double harem of a married
couple is an esseéenbtlal point in the Duke ts offer
of alliance - - perhaps even t h e essential point
SULEIMAN ' '
(very excited) The double harem of a married couple, Whlch he
proposes =
and the ma s cu l i ne harem, which this fAmmkke
double harem includes - - ,
(ne places the coin beside '
himself on the divan, and stands
up excitedly, stretches right arm
forward, with palm facing forward)

-2

this ma s culdine harem - -
I do not even want to think of it,
much less legally recognize it |
(sits down again) No, no = that o n e woman should have two men = =
that two men should belong to one woman -
only & Devil could want THat, - never G o d !
MARGARET
But what if a woman loves two men?
STULEIMATN
(exeitedly) Then she isa prostitute I
' MARGARET
Forgive me, your Majesty, that I must contradict that.

I am here also as the ambassador of the Duchess,
and dare not permit that she be characterized in my
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presence as a prostitute, ‘
because she also loves a second man and wants to
marry him too.

Never would an alliance be approved by her which
gives woman fewer rights than men !
STULEINAN
(noisily¥ What kind of man and worthless specimen of our sex
is that anyway, who in a double marriage with the
Duchess would dishonor himself and all men everywhere??
MARGARET '
(after an.artificial pause,
and an ironical bow) I myself am that man, - your Ma;esty.
SULEIMATN
(jumps up excitedly and
descends the three steps
ts Wargaret, while the women
hold their heads together)

Forgive me, dear Baron,

that I - unwittingly - insulted the Duchess and
yourself - =

but I must repeat that her double marriage plan
seems to me a work of the Devil !

(he places his arm

. around Margarét's hip and

gently draWs her with him to

the foreground; speaking softly

go that the women behind him

cannot understand) ‘ _

How can the Duke stand it -

How can y o u stand it -

to share the possession of a woman ?

; M AR GARET

(withdraw1ng

slightly from him;

speaking more softly

than before) The soul of a woman who l ov e s ,

and who plays the role of God in her loving,
has througl this love become indivisibly one
with a1 1 méen = = =
(somewhat louder and
more lively) only the impermanent bodily form,
the female-gensual-sexual element,
ereates the illusion of dlvisibility and _
possessibility il space and tlme, = ) i
but all this is only the c¢c on a in er of
that love, ‘ '
which can quicken many men, yet be possessed by nonel
SULEIMARN

(under the spell of her words

and spesking in her tone) ) ’

What you describe - that is - the role of the
man in the God-ordained Leminine rarem of our prophet =
it is my role here - -

(makes a gesture including the roomand the women behind him)

But never the role of a W om a n samong men !

Of course¢ you may create itasa fantasy for
woman also,

but never will you find a woman with that role ln 1ife!
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MARGARET

Only as long as this life is formed and controlled

by the phantasies and jealousies of men who use

marriage as well as the feminine harem to prevent

their women from loving others also, and thereby

monifesting God to them ! '
SULEIMATHN

(again spelibound and
involuntarily adopting

Margaret's toned

Even as only o n'e man can become the father of
“her child, even so does one man completely £i11

o woman's need of love and of God, not only her

need o8 mother but also Be®R as beloved - :

(places his arm ‘ ,
around Margaretfs but we men can of courde become the father of many

shoulders)

(self-righteously)

children at the same time -
and therefore can‘also be the husband of many wives =

that is & God-ordained difference, which even the
jmaginations of women cannot set aside !

MARGARET

This natural difference applies only to the procrea-
tion and birth of physical children,
and“not to love as pure divine communion =

(strongly passion-

ate)(

(almost ecstatically)

A women can be a fountein of love for many men,
even though she may want children £rom only one man =

and clearly before my spirit I see, as divine
embodiment, & Wwoman who gives herself to two men,
boesuse she loves them both, and would through
loving unity with both fuse into one their bodies
with her own and so with God = = ‘
so clearly does this vision stand before me
that I myself could almost embody 1t !
SULEIMAN ' o

(again uncertain) You are still young and idealistic,

and like youbths and poets would create woman
asccording to your fancy,
instead of seeing her as she is -

(turns half around -
toward his women, and motions .
Margearet to do likewise)

Her e, look at the women of my harem,

the best and probably the most beamtiful women
of my great realm ¢ '

They have solemnly assured nme,

one after the other,

that they can only love o n € man =

me - -=and me alone!l

(the women look at
Margaret and zealously move
their heads up and down in.

assent)’

MARGARET : ~
T can only repeat thatbt the Duchess loves me and
wishes to enter into a second marriage with me !
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SULEIMAN

Maybe she does love you = it may bel
But then she only loves you as an object of
her lust and as a way to hell !

MARGARET

(the women still

" She loves me.as a new way to God in heaven !

continue their activity of

nodding assent, indicating to

Margoaret thereby their approval)
SULEIMATN

(turns away from the women

and pulis Marg. with him way

. up to the fronu
penetratingly) -

(passionntely)

speaks

Ag ambassador of the Duke, your lord,

you are the bridge to the strongest madculine
alliance that the world has ever seen -

an alliance that all women will also praise

when it has been established = « =

Do you want to contaminate the purity and‘strength
of this alliance through the infatuated wishes of
your Duckess,

instead of completely ylelding yourself to the
pairing of wills between your lord and myself,

‘a8 o new descent of the Holy Spirit?

M ARGARET

But thatfis just wiant I want to do =

SULEIMAN

(looks at her in

happy surprise snd places
his arm tenderly around her
hips; speaks with great
tenderness and pa331on)

Listen to me, Philip, stay here with me at

my Portal | :

You please me more and more § ‘ -

I will make you my Grand Vezier and Second Sultan,

ag Ibrahim was.

And if g o 1l d is the link which binds the Duke
and myself together in the realm of money,

then in the acuual administration of the world empire
y ou shall be the living link between us two - -
and therefore the real eémbodiment of divine union

o T as symbolized by our coin - -
(tenderly whispering) ‘

the beloved of both of us you shall be =
my beloved, as Ibrahim was !

MARGARET

(moves away from

him slightly)

The purpose of your Majesty honors me,

but I believe ﬂ% ¥ this honor bélongs to that person
who was the first to conceive money as the creative
matrix to produce a uhion of soveréign rulers,
before the Duke made this“coﬁception the basis of
his offer of alliance with you !

SULEIMATN _ ‘
(astonished anddoubting) Who is this man - 2 VWhom I-must then consider

ag greater than the Duke, and also = do forglive me =~
greater than yourself !
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MARGARET ‘
It isn't a man !
SULEIMATN
What then - 2
(becoming unecasy¥ A woman = ? The Duchess = 2
MARGARET ' '
No, it is the beloved of the Duke
: who wishes to become his second wife |
SULEIMAN
(leughs embarrassedly ’ '
and forclbly) As a play-toy for her lust she may have
thought up our coinage unity,
but the Duke was the flrst one to make a
religious unity out of it -
' a union that shall last a thousand years !
MARGARET ,
(passionately yet As a door To the kingdom of heaven upon earth,
solemnly) - she conceived this colnage union, -
as the creative womb for all future generations,
who shall no longer look for God in the cross
or the crescent,
but who shall flnd Himin money!
SULEIMADN '
The Duke probably told you that in order to
glorify his beloved |
MARGARET
I know it from herself -
and knew it already, '
before the Duke was told of it.
LEIMATN
Then you know her intimately ¢
RGARET
She is my sister !
LEIMAN
Your sister 21
RGARET
Even my twin sister !
SULEIMATN
(1ike echo) Your twin sister ¢ !
(then fully to himsulf)
A woman should be the one who has gone beyond
Mohammed and Christ, - and has embodied the
united will of Allah and Jehovah, =
a woman = , a girl I 7 1!
A gilrl's will that is stronger than
the two strongest powers in the world - , a woman?i?
(emphatlcally to lMargaret)
" That Iwill not believe until this fabulous
being stands beforeé me and specaks with me =
Imust s e e her, hear her, touwch her,
take hold of her = = = = 11}
MARGARET . o -
Ity sister will feel honored to appear before
your Hajesty !
SULEIMATN
. Not until she comes can I continue my thinking !
You must return at once to Germany and get her.
And when you come back with her, = if really such a
woman lives on earth - then I will see the heavens
open = and will also change my opinion sbout women !

M

' S
(very hastily)

o d =g

M
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MARGARET
My sister lives -
And can appear before your Majesty right away.:
SULEINATN
Right away 2 !
(forced laugh) Have you then a maelc carpet, Wlth which you
can get her right away 2
MARGARET '
" That I haven't - but there is no need foar it,
" becsuse my sister is already h e r e !
SULEINMATN
Here % Here 2 Here in Stambul ?
MARGARET ‘ '
In this very castle !
U L EIMAN
. Are you trying to fool me ?
Nobody saw a woman in your party.
MARGARET
She dlsgulsed herself as a servant!!
SULEIMAN
(walks up the steps and
sits down at the foobt .
. end of the divan)

[ 3]

Then send for her -
- and not another word, until she is here I
MARGARET
No one can get her, because she will let no
one know her identity -
noreover she will not want to appear here
in 'servant's clothes =
I will have to go myszelf and send her !
SULEIMAN
Send her, you say = ?
Then you really believe that she will dare
to come before me alone  ?
MARGARET ‘ ' ‘
I.will be present with her, but invisible to
your Majesty!
SULEIMAN
(jumps up excitedly and
stomps his foot)
Manalive! You are driving me mad!
(sits again) We are not living in a fairy tale of a thousand
and one nlghts,-‘
but in the city of Stambul - time, the present |}
MARGARET
I can only répeat what I said before:
- T will be invisible to your Majesty, but will be
with my sister to protect her !
SULEIMNATN
Even if I command my guards not to let any man
through with her?
MARGARET.
Even then - for I will also be invisible to the

guards,
SELEINAN |
(tremblinr voice) Enough ! = Go now and send her.

(to Suleim&npascha) Give orders to my guards to let only a woman come inl
. MARGARET .

May I beg your Majesty for a token to show that
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Akas the woman's right to a masculine harem
will be acknowledged if my sister fulfils
the promises I have made regarding her, =
ond if I again appear before you = just as
I do now - even against your will !
SULEIMNAN
(takes a golden crescent
from his coat and gives it
to Mavgaret, who walks over to
him to receive it)
Here, this crescent !
Tt is the highest badge of honor in my realm !
If you can hold it up before my eyes within the
confines of this room, ' '
T shall consider the alliance settled - =
and also acknowledge the right of women to a
" masculiné havem !
(the women put their
heads together excéitvedly
and whisper to each other)
‘ MARGARET
(doing so:) I shall fasten it on my breast -
and shall hold your Majesty to your word !
» SULEIMAN ‘
(angrily excited) 4An -oa th shall bind my Majesty!
(raises two fingers of his
pight hand to swear)
T swear it by A1l lah -
and moke all of my wives witnesses of this oathl
. MARGARET
(bows before him, puts on her cap;
Suleimanpasche is already walting at
the door to lead her out, she follows
him and is in turn folled by Christopher
and the other two servants)

IV = 6
SULEIMATN
(after a few seconds of gloomy silence)
‘Call an attendant!
(the guard jumps from the right door to the
door at left, opens it, claps his hands; '
immediately a harem attendant appears to whom
the guardyg indicates by gestures that Suleimon
wishes something: then guard returns to Lis
position at right gide=-door.
As the attendant appears, Suleiman stends up
and points to the gift of the dress, at the
same time quickly walking to the left side=door)

Help me ihto this dress - '
T wont to see how it fits me # - !

(exits left, the attendant
Following with the dress, the
women all sending their looks after him)

26,
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MORNINGSTAR ) 3
(stands up after she
“1ike all the rest have remained
rigidly seated for a few seconds,
looking at tlie door left;
complainingly) : '
0Oh , my night 1}
HEARTSDELIGHT

( jumps up and Your mnight 1 ? 4
confronts Morn.) My night it is, that you are getting a part of I
MORNINGSTAR :
‘A part ?

Exactly half ¢ I will watch carefully and be there
punctually when the half is over. You can depend
upon that!
ROXELANE
(who meantime has ,
also stood up) ~  Have you no other worries ?
‘ ' EVENINGSTAR
(has picked up the coin
~ from the divan and then seated
herself on the upper step between
Beautyglow and Angelvoice, and cyes
the coin closely) o
Took at this = The plcture of the Duke of Hesseo !
He looks like Suleiman and wears exactly the same
' : ¢clothes as the gift - ‘
(strikes her forehead ‘

with hand) oh , that is wi tchcraift il
: ROXELAUNWNE
(ridiculing) Wnat is witchcraft ¢

EVENINGSTAR
The ambassador also wears the same clothes,
and so there is a magical tryiangle -
the Duke = the ambassador = the Sultan !
ROXELANE
Superstition | o ‘
The pretty youth has bewitched the Sultan,
and is far along the way to become a second Ibrahim -
(turns from the others HEAXEZWER .
to Toreground, spesks to herselfl) '
a sccond Ibrahbim, who will also then again
bewiteh and enchant me !
EVENINGSTAR
(to the other women, when she
sees Roxelan@ will say nothing MOre )
Tnat is exactly what I say -
the Dev il is here i
ROXELANE S
(turns again to 'Rubbish! The second men in the harem is here = !
the women)
(makes o gesture including
the whole room, then touches

each one's forechead) Here = and here = and here- and here-
(they stand and sit as and here - -

if nypnotized; she then '

turns half away from them And perhaps - even - already - = here |

and touches her own forehead
with a shaking hand)
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MORNIUNGSTAR
Oh, my night 1 :
HEARTSDELIGHT ' ‘
On shut up about y o u night !
ROXELANE _

(turning upon You silly geese ! : B -
them) ‘Neither of you will be with the Sultan tonight -
S The new one will be lying here - =
(points to diven) ‘

- "HEARTSDELIGHT
(both to- Onh dear, oh dear !
gether) MORNINGSTAR
Oh no, oh no !
‘ ROXELADNE ' :
(more to herself) And her brother too will soon be lylng here -
h e r e, where Ibrahim withheld himself from me !
(gloomily and fully ' ‘
to herself) Woe unto you, Phllip, ' B
‘ if you also try to withhold yourself from me I
EVENINGSTAR
(still busy with
the coin) The Duke and the ambassador also look alike §
ANGELVOICE ' ’ :
They even have the same name: Fhilip !
(jumps up) Listen, how nice it sounds: Fhi - lip |
(picks up & lute - ' o
and strikes chords) I'll sing it: Phi-11ipl
(she then sings the following
with lute accompaniment, same
melody a8 before; the others ‘ o
hum along) Philip the bold
' has klsses and gold 1!
Philip the knight
loves women and light 1!
(211 except Roxelane sing :
the next verse; she goes to
the left column, and with her
pack to the audience puts her arm
around it (rt. arm) and lost in
dreams leans her head against
the column) Philip the sun, =
, Friend of our pleasure;
Foé of our sorrow;
‘ v Joy without measure !
(slowly Roxelane unwinds ~
herself from the column and
exiks through left rear door,
while others sing lustily) Philip the moon,
Bright as the noon |
Dream of our nights,
Lord of delights !

28.
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(in the frame of the right ‘ : : :
gide=door the audience sees the

left half of a guard, opposite

" whom the right half of another

guard is seen. They are both standing
in the space of the door, and are cutting
through the space between them and above them
with their drawn swords, so as to ward off any
invisible intruder. They let Margaret advance
sbout half a step into the room, then they again
move their swords through the space behind her.
Oonly thereafter do they let Nargaret go; they
then disappesr outside and quickly shut the door
behind them. '
Morgaret wears a dress that is buttoned in the
front from head to. foot, and a very attractive
hood-like cap that hides her hair. She remains
standing as though rooted where the guards left Ler)
' EVENINGSTAR
(after all women had
stopped singing as soon
as the side-door opened, '
and had stared at Margaret) There she 1s already - !
Can you see the magic shimmer all around her?
BEAUTYGLOW
I see nothing !
ANGELVOICE
(nas walked over to
Marg. and now asks

her softly) Where is your brother ?
| MARGARET T
(also softly) In the guest rooms of the castle ?

(Bngelvoice disappears

behind Marg. through the right

gide-door, meanwhile Beaulyglow

has come over to Margaret)
BEAUTYGLOW

(softly) Where can I find your brother ¢
- MARGARET ’ o
(softly too) In the guest rooms of the castle X!

(Beautyglow exits right)
MORNINGSTAR
(walks toward Margaret
with affected gait, her
hands on hips) - Tonight belongs to me, because the prayers have
already been sald - '
Beware of stealing it from me 1!
HEARTSDELIGHT
(has followed Morningstar and
now steps threateningly in
front of her) You 1ie | To me alone the night belongs of right
and you =
"EVENINGSTAR
(stepped between them and
is pushing them away from : '
Margaret) ’ ~ Aren't you ashamed of yourselfes in front
‘ of this Christian - and her invisible brother ?
(to Margaret as soon as ‘ ’ ' ‘
Even. and Hearts. turn angrily Is your brother here already?
away from each other)
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MARGARET
No t He is still in the guest rooms of the castle.
(Eveningstar exits right)
" EEARTSDELIGHT
(has noticed Eveningstar and
runs quickly to Margaret, but ‘
asks softly) What did she ask you just now ?
' MARGARET
(half loud) She wanted to know where my brother is.
_— HEARTSDELIGHT '
(runs out right) Ohi, that snake.l
MORNINGSTAR ‘
Where are they all running to ¢
MARGARET ‘ T
To my bpother, in the guest rooms of the castle !
MORNINGSTAR
Oh !
(she too runs out right)
. IV = 9
MARGARET
(goes to the middle of the
room and laoughs softly to heraelf)

They are looking for a man, who has no existence !

. IV - 10
ROXELATNE
(has returned through the
left rear door in a gtill more
gaily colored dress, and has
heard Harg. leughing) :
' ‘ You are very merry, Maiden !
(Marg. turns.quickly around
in fright and surprise)
Are you enjoying your triumph over us ?
Your honeymoon will soon be over - !
Suleiman also loves men and will probably love
your brother more than you, ‘
especially since you both look so much alike = !
(partly to herself, but
loud enough for Margaret
to hear) He likes masculine women and feminine men - = |
MARGARET |
I do not understand your meaning !
ROXELANE '
(scornfully) Don't act so innocent!
That doesn't fit into the picture which your
Y " brother gave us of you !
Where is he anyway, your invisible brother?
T'11 entertain him a little, while you are with
the Sultan - you'll be quite a long while !
MARGARET ' o ‘
Wy brother is in the guest rooms of the castle.
ROXELANE ' '
Would he receive me?
MARGARET '
Why not?
ROXELATUNWE '
(mumbling to herself, goes bo right side-door) I want to find out if
(exit right) heill withhold himself from me |}
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MARGARET :
(looking toward right :
side=-door through which
Roxelane has disappeared) He loves ma s cul ine women -
and feminine men - -
Then he must love me doubly,
, for in me both are combined !
(pulling her gaze away
from the door, she places her
right hand over her heart)
My heart is throbbing ! -
Will I be able to resist him ? -
He is like a storm -
: like a wild animal = ,
(with tenderness in her

volce) like an imper ial animel = - = !
(folds her hands over her
breast as in prayer) Philip, proteect me !

Iv - 12

(Suleiman, in Philipf's
dress, comes in through the
1eft side=door; and motions :
across the full legbh of the room
to the guard that he shall disappear)
' MARGARET
(Margaret stood facing the guard,
and notices by his actions that Suleiman
has come. She turns around and staprtles
as she sees him, then speaks in a murmur
to herself) j
Ok, he is dressed in Philip's garment I
SULEIMAN
(takes a few steps toward
her, then bows to her)
So you are the girl who demands a world empire
in return for her virginity !
MARGARET ’ A
T geek God and His kingdom, because only in
the kingdom of God do I want to get married |
SULEIMATN '
Then only a God will be able to marry you !
MARGARET
Op else a man who is filled with God's Spirit -
and who is loved by me !
SULEIMATN '
The Duke is then for you a God who has become man |}
MARGARET ’ S ' '
T love the Duke because e is striving for world
power as a bridge to omnipotence and a way to God |
SULETIMATN ‘
(to himself, fiercely) She 1 ov e s him ! She loves nim !
(to Margaret again) ‘ '
Then you ought to love m e too, because only to-
gether with me can he attain to world power.
MARGARETXK o
That is the reasom why I am here !
SULEIMAN
(with suppressed joy and jubilation) That is why you are here ? I
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MARGARET , ‘
(quickly) I am here to persuade your Majesty to enter into
this alliance with the Duke =
whose wife I can only become after the
Pnilip-Suleiman union has established 1ts money
as the foundation of the world empire |
SULEIMAN

(explosively) Woman = = = ,
(regaining polse You are audaclous !
immediately) I am to be permitted to prepare the marriage bed

for bothh of you, and to act as pillow upon which
your wedding can rest with ease ! ?
And you really think that such an allisnce with
your Duke could have any abtraction for me ?
MARGARET -
Yes indeed = ¢ A
/ since your Majesty has already sgrecd to a
united coinage - '
and is now furthermore pleased to wear Philip'!s dress.
SULEIMATN S ‘
(interrupts angrily) T am wearing it to show you that o n e man
is fully capable of doing vwhat, in thinking of him,
~ : you thought required t w o men to do = !
(Margaret almost
imperceptibly shrugs her
shoulders, which causes him
to take a bragging tone)
I have the biggest army in the world,
also the biggest fleet !
Hungary is already allied with me,
‘ and France is urging an alliance = =
(trembling voice) Vienna shall not aggin block my way to Germany !
My next winter quaréers shall be on the Rhine -
the following Spring I will conquer Spaing = = =
R ome shall become the capital of my realm !
MARGARET | : ' ‘
It is a long way from Vienna to Worms -
and if the army of the Protestants joins the army
of the Catholic emperor, you Majesty will meet an
adversary who will not be so easy to conquer !
SULEIMATN ‘ '
(entirely different tone) What is your name, Maiden 2
MARGARET :
My name is Margaret !
SULEINATN
(repeats the name as if-

testing its tonal beauty) Mar garet ! MNMar,ga,ret il
' : Su-lei-man and MNar-ga=-=re t !

(close by her, in lowered :
penetrating voice) Listen, Margaret !
. Become my bride, as one and on l y wife !
I will abolish the harem in the entire Turkish realm.
Marriage between o n ¢ woman and o n € man shall
be the accepted wedlock form in the new world empire,
and not the double harem of a married couple I
(voice slowly rises -
and £ills with pathos) TYour twin brother shall have Ibrahim's place,
‘as Grand Vezler and Second Sultan =
like the Heavenly Twinsg shall the two of you
shine in my realm, dazzling all mankind ! '
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He shall be my friend and highest representative;
Y o u not only friend, but wife
and fulfilment of that Majesty which shall be .
pictured on the coins that shall be minted at our
marriage as the first colnage of the world empire !
MARGARET ' '
(carried away by his
passionate appeal, speaks ’
somewhat shakily) I will remain true to Philip,
as long as he remains true to his purpose -
* to moke of money the embodiment of God - -
(again firm) But you, Suleiman, '
m I see as only half of that, ‘
of which you think yourself to be the whole !
SULEIMATHN ‘ ‘
You dare to say this to me,
the Sultan of two continents
and Chakan of two seas,
protector of Mecca and Medina,
and King of Jerusalem = =« =
to m e vyou dare to say this ! ?
MARGARET
I speak only that which actually exists; nothing elsed
SULEIMATN ' ‘
(EIMPXEXERARXATL What actually exists ! That you shall now find out.
- ‘ You are in the power of the Sultan,
who desires to be loved by you,
and who also has a r i gh t to your love
because you are inside his harem 1
MARGARET '
Is it permitted to a woman to love two men ?
SULEIMAN :
(almost roaring) N o , she is not permitted - -
By God, she is not permitted to do that !
MARGARET ‘ '
Then I caunnot bow to your will,
0, mighty Suleiman !
SULEIMATN o
(drunk with excitement) You mean to say = ? ‘ :
as seccond Duke I could partake of your love = =
(laughs forcedly) As a member of your masculine harem that
you are trying to create by mecans of this coin !
MARGARET o ‘ ' '
In this dress you look like Philip, and therefore
I like you more.
SULEIMATN '
(roaring) This is too much ! This is too much !
(crouches like a cab
and moves slowly toward
Marg. who backs away ) Mine youare now = - m ine gl one ==
| And noy power of earth caen keep you from me ! |
MARGARET
(moves so that a small teble
is between her and Suleiman;

she keeps moving from right to But God in heaven can = ,
left and vice versa, to keep because of the oath which you have
awoy from him) sworn .

‘ ‘ SULEIMATN o

(stops a moment) To your bpother I gave my oath, and he is the only

‘one who c¢an snrorce it; but where is he - this
invisible magician ?

— . B i
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MARGARET
‘ He is already here -
USuleiman is shocked
and involuntarily reaches
for his sword as if to
defend himself) And will become visible at the proper time !
SULEIMAN
(wild and forced leughter)  Hahahahehahahahs |  ——an
Then he will have to/hurry up,
othherwise he will bejinvisible witness,
as I meke a woman out of you =
a strumpet - = '
since you refuse to bhecome a Sultana !

(tries again to grad her,
but she manages to keep various
tobles between him and herself)
MARGARET
(while he is chasing her) what
So, that!s fhmxway/the Sulten of two continents
Tooks 1like = the Chakan of two seas = ‘
when a maiden refuses to givey herself to him - =
this protector of Mecca and Medina,
and King of - Jerusaelem = = -
this I slamiec Ha jestyl
SULEIMAN :
Majesty 2
The only majesty that is here involved is the
majesty of the lion, who snatches hls prey where
he finds it ! ’ ' .
(Morgaret tries to
eacape across the divan, bub
as she steps on the foot end,
she stumbles and falls backward
so that Suleimen can grasp her M A RGARET
from the rear) ' To this majesty I will yieldl
(she starts to unbutton her dress)
: SULEIMATN
(does not notice that she is
opening her dress, and still
holds her tight) Off with the dress, and down on the divan with you !
‘ MARGARET ‘
(in a tone of willisurrender, ‘
almost tenderlyécomplaining) Wontt you let me loose a little,
: so that I can open the buttons !
SULEIMAN
(seeing hier open her dross,
he strokes both sides of her from
behind with the flat of his hands) Well, didn't I know it =
. you are a woman like all the others -
(as he pulls her dress off no woman has ever resisted me !
from behind, he does not see that
her maculine costume is underneath)
' MARGARET
(in one leap she is at the same place
where she stood at the first audience;
takes off her hood and bows to Suleiman) Suleiman, you are conquered !
(she points to the crescent on her coat) Remenber your oath!
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SULEIMATN :
~ (stands as if stunned, and
looks alternately at the faninine
garment in his hands and at the '
ecrescent on Margaret's coat) Disgracing and Dishonoring my harem ! !
(full of rage, throws the garment ' :
on the divan and draws his sword) - x
Now the play of masks is at an end !
As a man you came into my harem against my
will, v SRR R
that means death for you !
Say your prayers |
MARGARET
I am not a man |
SULEIMAN
(dets the sword You are not a man ?
drop again) What are you anyway °?
- MARGARET '
A woman dressed as a man, .
Margaret von der Saal,
whom as a youth you tried to fill with enthusiasm
for the idea of a union between your will and Philip's
-~ that same ides Wwhich she as W o m a n herself
conceived as a way to unite your masculine might
and to convert it into a path to omnipotence and
A to God as embodied in herself and in her love = =
(siowly and solemnly) ) C '
o union of your will and Philip's, out of which
shall grow a love-union between herself and
Philip, and also between herself and you, which
shall thence become the source of highest joy
for all mankind ! '
: SULEIMATN
(stunned, tonelessly) A love-union between herself and him, and
also between herself and me = 2 § 2 |
As if a womsn who really loves, could at
the same time love t w o men 1
That you love h i m , I can believe -
Never can I believe that you can truly
also then love me 1 '
For thet is utterly unna tural and
utterly unwomanly!
MARGARET ' '
Thien you would say that your wives are unnatural
and unwomanly ?
SULEIMAT
My wives = § ?
MARGARET
They & 11 love another man begide you,
namely me, whom as ambassador they are searching
for in the castle !
STULEIMAN C ' '
Impossible = , utterly impossible !
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(Beautyglow and Angelvoice , :
come in through right side-door
and stand still in astonishment
as they see Margaret in the
dress as ambassador)
MARGARET
Ask them now, what they wereg looking for
in the guest rooms of your castle,
‘ SULEIMATN
(to the women, who at the
words "guest rooms" throw themselves :
with lementations at Suleiman's feet) Beeubyglow - Angelvoice !
: Delight of my mg== ¢yes -
Pleasure to my ears = =
This you once were to me = - = |
Now the broom awaits you
and the scourlng-cloth
(Heartsdelight comes from right and Allah's cur s e !
ond throws herself before Suleiman)
Heartsdelight !
Joy of my heart = = =
you wWere tTome; _
(Morningstar and Eveningstar also but now you have become my SoOrrow -
tnrow themselves down in front =~ Heartsagony, bitterness, gall, poison!
of Suleimen) , | HaRRXRZSEARXXNGE .
Morningstar and Eveningstar -
From Allah you are oh so far |
Cométs are you, - and tails have you -
Bloodred devilis tails that reach down to hell !
(he imitates the singing ' o
of the women) : Suleiman the sun !
Suleiman the moon !
Suleimon the star !
‘Suleiman the f ool §
ROXELANE
(appears at the right side=door,
stops a moment at seeing Margaret;
pulls a dagger out of its sheath, and
with a cry leaps at Margaret) |4 second Tbrahimn
BULEIMNAN '
(blocks her in one leap, strikes her
arm So thot the dagger flies out of it,
and then slings her aside)

Qe

Tunatic 1§ That isn't a man !
(the five women jump up,
but Roxelane remains on the floor)
BEAUTYGLOVW and A NGELVOICE

\ {together) That isn't a man &
HEARTSDELIGHT and MORNINGSTAR
(as echo) That isn't a man !}

EVENINGSTAR
~ It's all witcheraft |
"M ARGARET
(with dignity) I am a woman like yourselves,
: except that I became manly enough
to talke the dress and play the roll of man,
and use the mask of man, in order to unmask him !
(with determination in her voice
and posture)
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As witnesses of Suleimsnfs oath

that he would acknowledge monan's ri@ht

Vto a masculine harem, =

R A I dlsplay thls ecrescent to his eyes,

(001nts to erd scent
on her coat) you“are‘all safe from his venoeance : )

as soon as the alliance between hlmso1f and o

Philip is completede‘ o S

Go now to your rooms o

nothing Wlll happen uo you
(the women walk slowly
to the two rear doors;
Beautyglow, Heartsdelight and Eveningstar
zo to the right door; '
An001v01ce and Morningstar to left;
but 21l stop to see the following)

ROXELANR
(Looked for the dagger
while Margaret was speaklno'
placed it in its sheath; stood
up and went over to Hargoret) What for years I have vavucly soughu,
now is realized through you -

(offers Margaret the sheath e qgqual love rlghts for man and woman!

and dagger) _
Take this dagger as a gift from Roxelane;

With it I had 1ntonded to kill your brother -

who never lived =
if he had refuseéd to love me, = =
Even as Suleiman killed Ibrahim with it,
when Ibrahim refused to love me -
SULEIMAT o
( jumps up horrified) What do I hear 17!
He refused you = =
end I = = = T murdered him, because 1
' believed he forced himself upon you !
Then you 1 oV € d  TIbrahim !
ROXELAUNE
I loved him as a part of you -
you who shared even your resting=-place with him -
(points to divan) '
' and found him thére when I was seeking y o u = =
(passionately) But if you think, instead of Tbrahim you should
have killed me. -
(offers him sheath

and dagger) then finish now, what you ncglectod then !
MARGARET

(reaches for the Give it to me !

dagger and takes 1t At my leave-taking from Stambul, I wish you

to herself) and Suleiman would join ¥ me in sinking this

dagger into the sea - so that it never uvaln
can kill anyone = =
But now leave me to be alone with him,
so that the alliance can be consummated!
(Roxelane passionately
kigses Margoret's mouth, the latter
lovingly rucu1v1ng the kiss; this causes
all thc women at the reéar door to fall into
cach other's arms and caress cach other lovingly.
Suleiman sees all this as if he were unconsclous; with swaying step

he walks to the foot-end of the divan) we(oVeP ==
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MARGARET ' v
(goes to top step and ' _
stands close by Suleiman) May I as your new friend kiss away the
disgrace ?
o SULEIMAN
llooks up at her =
unbelievingly ) You want - = = to kiss me ? !
MARGARET v '
I want to seal the alliance betwecen you and FPhilip
with a kiss ! :
(she kneels down
peside ‘him and takes his head

. tenderly in her hands. During the

kiss Suleiman passionately takes hold

of her hips with both hands, and stends

up with her without breaking-off the kiss.
Margeret then tenderly unloosens herself,

and takes her place about where she was at
the beginning of the audience; bows solemnly)

Sultan Suleiman, ruler of two continents and
Chakan of two seas, protector of Mecca and Medighna,
and King of Jerusalem ! ' o
Are you willing - by means of a coinage union
between yourself and Philip,
Duke of Hess€¢, and leader of the Protestant league
of nations and nobles = '
to prepare the way for the union of the Turkish
and Christian religions 2
And also acknowledge woman's right to a masculine
harem?
SULEIHWNAN .
My oath compels me to assent =
but women's r i g h t to a masculine horem,
becomes a d ut y to you as soon as the alliance
is consummeted, = if you really love.me !
(trembling voice) Will you truly fulfil y ou r duty ¢
MARGARET :
(uncertain and stammering)
I will = =
when I = =
SULEINMATN
(quickly descends the steps to walk over to her)
When you = 2
MARGARET
fhen I have told Philip sbout it !
. . SULEIMADN . - '
(slightly swaying but Then the alliance cannot be considered as
guickly regeins poise) completed until you return -.
(close by her, trembling) Will - you = return ?
MARGARET o
(free and jubilant) I will return !
SULEIMATN
(embraces her with a :
cry of jubilation) Mar
' MARGARET
(softly and tenderly) Dear Suleiman !

(curtain falls)

- fulfil it - = = ,
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\ihe same stare plcture as ‘ . . L ; : V
in Act I.
In the room at. 1eft Katherlne
 Biedenkapp is busy sett11v the
table for two persons,
~ Christopher Hulsing is helplng her.
The rear window is open, and is
filled with the brightness of -
the setting sun.
CHRISTOPHER ‘
(pOllShlné a rather . We have been here only two hours -
large wine-cup) and the confcrenees began just as soon
- a8 we arrived =
How could I have spoken to anyone ?

(after a pause) - © Why are you so anxious sabout it?

) KATHERIDNE
(without looking Because I must know whether your position .
‘up from her Work) with the Duke is permanent -

Wemust marry !
CEHRISTOPHER
(stops his work) We mu's t marry 2
We wish tomarry !
KATHERTINE B
(without looking up) No, we mu s t marry - at least _I must !
CHRISTOPHER -
(scared) What do you mean ?
KATHERINE '
(st1ll without looking up) Don't be so stupid !
CHRISTOPHER

(terrified) You mean you are = = = 2
KATHERIUNE
(gruffly) Yesg=, Ianm!ll

(takes his hand and
touches her breasts) Here, feel how swollen my breasts are.
(he pulls his hand

away quickly) Now you pull your hand away !
‘ Formerly I always had to push it asway -
(tearfully) oh if I had only always done so !

CHRISTOPHER
, Why d 1idntt you always do it ?
(to himself,but aloud) Oh why did I lef the D e v i 1 get into me agaln
KATHERIDNE '

(excitedly) S ot ! = Then that was the Devil who

: promised marrisge to me on New Year's eve = = -
(tearfully again) And my child then is from the Devil !

CEHRISTOPHER
(imitates her No = it is from the Holy Ghost = and I was the
tearful voice) Angel of the Lord visiting you, holy Katherine !
(close to her, con- S a y = that child must not come into the world, -
fidentially) I know o sure remedy - !
' KATHERTITN E
(draws back in Abortion?1il Nol I want the child -
terror) I am hapg y to have it - my childl
‘ And iT you won't marry me, I'll marry Pastor

Lening of Melsungen, who has proposed to me !
CHRISTOPHER

(slightingly) That old buck 1!
' KATHERINE )
(threateningly) . Better an old buck than none at all
/ /7 T3 But don't think. \you will get a position with the

Duke 1 - that
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I111 tell everything that you told me on
New Year'is eve - everything -
That you were with Thomas Munzer and the
, rebellious peasants - -
CHRISTOPHER
(interrupting) Thet's too long ago to hurt me now !
KATHERIDNE ,
Then your escapades in the Germonrode convent -
CHRISTOPHER , '
(interrupting) Nobody will believe you !
KATHERIUNE
¥ o 2 That's where you are wrong, my dear !
On the contmary, let me tell you that several nuns
from the Germanrode convent have been kskk looking
for you since New Year's = - their children are
12 to 13 years old now and are crying for their

father 1}
CHRISTOPHER
(stunned) What's that you say 2

(sits down and wipes his brow) Is that really true 2
KATHERIUNE
_ Of course it is truel Jutta Diede =
CHRISTOPHER
(quickly) Jutta-=1
KATHERINE
' And Elizabeth Scheuernschloss =
' CHRISTOPHER ‘
(quickly) Elizabeth-1
KATHERIDNE
Do you remewber them ?
These two, and also one of the personal maids of
the Duchiess, = Elizabeth Diede -
CHRISTOPHER ,
 Yes, Elizabeth was the name of nearly all of them !
KATHERINE ‘
And another pair - I don't remember their names
anymore - were here several times -
(sneeringly) = all charwomen now = I o
And théy want to speak to the man who wore the
: nun's costume in the church on New Year's eve -
CHRISTOPHER
(somewhat relieved) But that wasn't I !
(stands up, stares o ’
reflectively, murmurs) About me they don't know anything yet !
KATHERIUNE
But I can soon tell them !
, CHRISTOPHER
(not listening) Thank God, I'm not staying here, even 1f I get a
permanent position with the Duke ! ;
(turns again to Kath. . '
but speaking more to himself) Your Duchess is going to ask the Duke to
: " let me stay in her service. Then I'll go
with her to Rotenburg or to Spangenberg
where she intends to live in the future.
: KATHERINE o
‘ ITe= I == T 11
ipoints to herself) And I m=emeecee= ?
CHRISTOPHER -
Silly goose! Of course, you t o o !

?
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(more to himself) The few days here will soon pass |
I will lie low and not show myself anywhere =
and you naturally keep your mmkkxz mouth shut too -
(moves close to her) you are very sweet, Katherine !
KATHERINE

(repulsing his So quickly I don't fall for you again !
nearness) First I must know whether you will get a permanent

position, and whether you will be the kind of
4 father to my child that 1t needs !
(tearfully) You are not merrying me for love, anyway !
CHRISTOPHER
Be sensible, Katherine ! s
You know how the Reformation has ruined me !
And I am no longer as young as I1.once was = =. .=
(close behind her) but a sweet girl you are in eny case !
(she accepts hils ‘
nearness) I really loveée you, Katherine !
(embraces her lightly) Be nice !
KATHERTINE
(relaxes in his arms, ’ ) '
tearfully) I don't want to be disgraced !
We must marry quickly, - then it will be a
sevén months child ! They say that really
(without tears, halfl happens ! o
thredteningly, butb ' ‘
without drawing away from him) Otherwise I will marry that Lening,
even if he is an o0ld buck !
CHRISTOPHER ‘
(holds her tight so that
she trembles with joy, and kisses her) _
I will today yet ask the Duke for the permanent
position = - as soon as the conference is over and
there is an oppoBtunity, =-- - ‘
or else I will confide in your Duchess, in whose
Favor I stand quite high = - = '
KATHERIDNE
(draws away; emphabically) : :
' No't No I HNever 11§
Sre must ot know that I was bad and that we are
in a hurry! I would die of shame !
CHRISTOPHER
Don't overdo it !
You areé not tie first one =~
and the Duchess Margaret iIs also a woman - =
or is she something higher ?
KATHERINE .
Yes - , she is [ ,
Didn't you tell me yourself how brave she was on
the journey, and before the Sultan - o
and A nge l you called her - anxl compared her
with the Holy Virgin Mary !
CHRISTOPHER
Yes, surely - surely = - bdut -
. KATHERINE - ‘
(very sharply) But what ¢} But nothing !
T adore her, and I have quickly gathered these
violets for her in the park -
(shows him a bouquet of violets which stands on the table)
which I usually only do for our Holy Mary ¢§
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Anyway, she has a heart of gold !
And her golden hair -
(she runs to the
closet and brings out the hair
of Margaret. She has fastened
it on a board of the same length
covered with silver brocade; and
in showing it lets it hang dowr
with a natural spread) :
: Like gold with a silver sheen in it 1§
(she parts the halr,
so that the silver brocade
shines through, and holds it
at various angles to catch the
gsetting sun; all is done with ~ :
greatest tenderness) Has her halr grown long again ?
CEHRISTOPHER B \ ‘
No, she has had it cut twice, once in Constantinople
or Stambul, as the Turks say, when we arrived there;
and on the return journey once more in Vienna.
She does not intend to wear it long again =
at least not for the present,
KATHERITNE

(still caressing Oh how sad! I had looked forward with so much
the hair) © . pleasure to couwbing khs it again !

(1ifts up the hair and
lets it fall over her hands) ‘
Look ! TIike gold with silver in it ! Like gold !
CHRISTOPHER o
I would rather have the gold in her dress.
KATHERIUNE
(without turning So you have sewed a t h ous and ducats
from the hair) + in her dressi I didn't think so much money
. could exist.
CHRISTOPHER 4 ‘
(bragging) Bah! That's nothing ! The Sultan has wmillions -

billiona ! He has so much that hie cannot even
count it.

KATHERTIUNE .
(attentive again) It would be great if they made the alliance !
‘ It would surely be good for you, Christopher -
vy o u could have & career and later be a great
: help to our child !

(places the hair carefully on the bed) ’

Our child shall have a better life than you and I
(pours out wine and offers : -
it to Christopher)

Try this wine! It is Wormser "Liebfrauenmileh®
of 1520.
CHRISTOPHER
1520 ! Then it was just ready when Luther was ,
calledathe following spring. 5
to Worms = = ' ‘
(smells it) ' It has a wonderful b ougquet !
(whimsical but solemnly) I drink to our seven-months child !
(sne makes o snippish gesture as he drinks; '
he then offers her the cup) Here, finish it !
gshe drinks quickly, then polishes the cup;
Chris. becomes thoughtful, and then murmurs)
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At thet time Luther was still the Luther B
‘ R whom Thomas Munzer respected and honored = =
(imitates Imther's L : S e e
posture sand words before the : - . ‘ ~ :
Imperial Congress in Worms’) Here I stand, I can do no other |
, ' o God help me { Amen ! C e e
(with a gesture of angry ' T
contempt) ‘ Today if he had the courage to know himself,
he would have to say =
(imitotes the motions of

hands and shoulders used by Here I stand, I ¢ a n do otherwise !

Jewish peddlars) : God help me ! Amen !
‘ KATHARINDNE
(after polishing the winecup
she has busied herself at the '
table, no longer listening) Then do you think the conference will be

over?
CHRISTOPHER ,
(as if coming out of The conference = 1?2 At sundown the musicians
a dream) are to begin playing !

(goes to open window
and looks downward)

Th thne room at right there is heard
a knock at the rear door, from without.

KATHERIDNE
(snaps together and takes a listening position,
1ikewise Christopher) Pst!

A second knock.

V =2

The door opens gquietly. Elizabeth Diede

is seen with the nun's costume over her arm.

Behind her are Jutta Diede, Elizabeth Scheuernschloss

ond two other charwomen in working clothes; also

Anna Scheffers who like Elizabeth Diede is dressed

ns in Aet II, i.e. as personal maids of the Duchess)
ELIZABETH (DIEDE)

(naving bashfully taken one step

into the room, and held the others

back, she points to the door in the

partition, and whispers)

There is the room that the Baron lived in -
when I brought him the nun's dress on New Year's eve =
ind the Duchess wants me to bring it to him
agoin tonight ! '
(puts her hand in
front of her mouth and
dpaws them close to her) She is quite silly today -
A over her ears in love !
(makes the corresponding '
gesture, and then lowers her voice
so much that the audience hears nothing,
but only sees the gestures describing the
infatuation of the Duchess)

——unognomma—u—anm_—g—u—-——aaunn—u:
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f KATHERINE .
(To Christopher, who is
listening in a fixed
position like herself) There they are again 1
' CHRISTOPHER
(runs to window as They must not find me here !
if to jump out)
KATHERIDNE ~
(elutches his back) You can't get out there, it's much too high |
' CHRISTOPHER
(points to partition door) Have you the key to that door ?
KATHERINE
No, the Duke himself has it !
He has been sleeping here recently !
CHRISTOPHER
, ) Damitall ¢
(with a glance at the our
closet) Quick, give me one of the dresses of /kmx Duchess
' v KATHERIUNE
(stands in front of the o
closet with oubtstretched arms) No, they must not be misused !
CEHRISTOPHER
- You stupid goose !
Then give me your shirtwaist and your dress !
(takes off his coat ‘ ‘ : ‘
and throws it at her) You put on m y things !
(while he is taking off
his pants, she puts on his coat
without first taking off her shirtweist;
which he only notices as he hands her
the pants. Angrily he throws down his
pants and pulls at his coat to make
her take it off again)
. You dummox, you ¢ First you've got to take off
' ‘ your shirtwaist and dress.
(she takes off his coat,
and her shirtwaist and dress,
whereby he helps her.
Hé then tries to put on her dress,
but gets it upside down; then tries to
turn it around without taking it off -
which he can't do., She picks up his coat
from the floor and tries to put it on as
pants., A mix-up results which only increases
as they call out directions to cach other. )

JUTTA
(wvho has for some time been
interrupting Elizsbeth's narrative
gestures, with impatient gestures
of her own) What do we care asbout your love=sick Duchess |
' She has Dread for her children, - even if her
second hugband gives her another dozen of them !
(points to partition door) -
. Go aheod and knock, so that the Baron comes out.
Two months we have already waited for him, '
and I still beliéve that he is our male nun of
the Germanrode convent, - and that you are
having o love-affair with him !
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DR ELIZAB ETH ( DIEDE ) ‘
(fanaticqlly)‘ ; Oh, if he only were !

T still love him and will love him eteérnally !
(to the others) Should I really knock ? '

fheitantly draws , ~
near the door) Perhaps he is sleeping, - and will be very angry
: * if we wake him ! : :
JUTTA .
If you haven't any courage, I'll knock !
ELIZABETH (DIEDE) a
(pays no attention) He is still so young, the noble Baron =
hardly twenty, and very good=looking = =
really one could 1 o v e him ! '
JUTTA . ‘
(pushes her aside) I wont walt any longer i
(she knocks; all jump
and then listen.)

(Curistopher at last has the dress on aund
is fastening it. But Katherine is having
trouble with the suspenders. Both are so
excited they confuse the simplest things.)

ELIZABETH (DIEDE)

(whispering) He's probably asleep !
(Jutta knocks agein
and a1l listen) Maybe he isn't in !
= JUTTA :

Then there's no harm in opening the door !
(she opens the door
and takes half a step
into the room, the others
crowd around her)

(Ohfistopher is just about to put on the
shirtwaist; Katherine is still busy with
the suspenders.)

(21l the women make a loud
outery as they see Christopher)
o : ETLIZABETH (SCHEUERNSCHLOSS)
(points to Christopher, who '
yields to his fate and drops
his arms holding the shirtwaist) Our Mary 1! Our HMary § !
. ELIZABETH (DIEDE)
(Fanatically entlmsed) The Angel of the Lord -, the Angel of the Lord I
_ ' JUTTA
(turns upon her) You dirty liar - , you hiypocrite !
Lying and deceiving us - end having a love=-affair
with hiim, and telling us nothing about it !
You swindler, - you chieat, you !
: (ELIZABETH (DIEDE)
(undisturbed; gazing

at him ecstatically) Tt ig he = truly ! Wond ¢ rs do happen !
- CHRISTOPHER o ‘
(in a lazy tone) T am not the one you are looking for, - I am no

angel of the Lord !
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JuTTA ‘ ' : '
' : A Devil you are, dressing up like an angel !
(turns to Katherine :
who is still busy with
the suspenders)
Hasn't he again got you with child ¢
(laughs scornfully) - '
Took at him; agein in women's clothes -
just as in Germanrode !
(Christopher with '
conspicuous laziness prkx takes
smxkkzxezag off the dress and
hands it back to Katherine;
and lets her give him his pants)

He's a devil, = and would be burned at the stake
if we were still Catholic and had the Inquisition 1}
» EATHERIDNE

(after putting on her

dress has regained her

composure ) What do you all want anyway, from wy bridegroom ?

He was only showing me how to sew hils pants so
that they will sit well 1}

JUTTA :
(again laughs seornfully) Your bridegr oom 1is he ?
(to the other women) Look, she alrcady wears the pants before
marriage !
(to Curistopher) B Good luck with her, you worthy Devil's angel,

good luck !
ELIZABETH (SCHEUERNSCHLOSS)
And who will support our children, if he marries
you 7
KATHERIUNE
{(now also putting on '

her shirtwaist again) The Holy Ghost of course, from whom you
- got them |
JUTTA
(putting her hands
on her hips) Tisten to her !

The Holy Ghost should provide grub for our
children !

I suppose we should £ill them up with
consecrated hosts !

The nerve of her !




(Throubh the rear door at
right, which is still open,
appear Pnilip and marvaret
who is dressed as in 4dct T
with her cap)

"CHRISTOPHER
(who is just finished
putting his own clothes
on, looks over the heads of
the women and sees Fh., and Mar,
coming; HEREEHX out) His gmexi Grace, the Duke !
Jealls '
(the women still hwddled around
the door are startled and gquickly

turn to PH. and MAR., and bow,
after which there is an embarrassed
silence; Katherine in a corner of
the room at right is making the
last touches 1ncident to putting
on her shirtwaist)

PHILIP
Wnat's happening here ?

(a?ter o pause) Have you lost your spoech ?

JUTTA
(5ather1ng herself We have found the nun, Sir Duke, who is the
togother) father of our children !

PHILIP
(with a laugh) A nun who is a father of children ! Vihere is

this eighth wonder of the wcrld ?
ELIZABETH (DIEDE)

{ecstatically) Yegs =8 wonder -, it 1 8 a wonder !
: JUTTA Co
(angrily) Shut up, you hypocrite !
(pointing to This one was the nun, Mary, in the Germanrocde
Christopher) convent, who tricked us with the miracle of
the Holy Ghost 1!
PHILIP

(looks at Christopher How did you discover all this ?
who drops his eyes)
KATHERTITNE
(tearfully) ”hoy didn't discover any such thing, your Gracc. .
And It isn't btmue at all !
He is my bridegroom and knows nothing about these
charwomen !

PHILIP
WGll whom shall I believe now ?
JUTTA
(points to Chris. ‘ _
her voice almost He wa s she ! She was h e § !
cracking with anger) -Ask him if he'll deny it !
PHILIP .
(apparentlv not hearing her) What proofs have you ?

B BELIZABETH (DIEDE)
(holds up.the nun costume '
with gesture of adoration) Here, this dress of purity, your Grace I
JUTTA
T found it New Year's moruning in the Neustadt church,
whilé cleaning the altar. We have to work as char-
women now becsuse the pension given to us after the
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" closing of the convent is too little to live
on and too much to die with, and in addition we
(points to Chr.) have to take care of the children from that fellow.
. e are all living together and have the
children with us, in that way we manage to make
ends meet,
PHILIP
Let's leave all that aside for the moment,
and tell me how this dress led you here.
JUTTA ' o :
I recognized it immediately by the cohwent mark
and number that is sewed on it, - immediately, Sir
“ Duke. And I inquired around until I found out that
(points to E1l.D.) my o wn gister had it, - my o wn sister !
ELIZABETH
- Yes, your noble grace, I have saved it like a relic;
because the night before the convent was closed, it
wag my turn to be with him, but all I found was
this stuffed dress -
JUTTA
(interrupting) Fairy tales! ,
She lay in bed with him until morning -
I looked in several times during the night !

(to Pnilip) She's a hypocrite and talks of spiritual love, Sir
Duke, but I'm sure that for years she had him
secretly-=1

PEHILIP ‘ .

"That is very improbable, for the one whom you
accuse of these grave charges has only been in
my service a short time, and has just been fapr
away during the last two months.

(Kath. is close by
Chr. and tenderly presses
close to him) :
But continune. How did you come here %
JUTTA
(points to El.D.) She said that the Duchess told her on New Year's
' eve to bring the dress to a Baron, who is said
to have lived here -
(points to room at right) ,
ELIZABETH (DIEDE)
(awakes with a start out
of her reévery) Oh, T only told you that as the greatest secret,
and you had sworn not to tell anyone !
(tearfully to Margaret) - -
Forgive me, gracious Baron, that I told anyone
about your disguise on New Year's eve =
but she called me a secret whore and hypocrite
and all vile names -
please, graclous Baron, tell her that I have told
the truth.
MARGARET
You h a v e told the truth !
(Eliz .D. loocks snippily defiant at
her sister Jutte, then goes off in ecstatic
- revery, stroking the dress and looking at
Chiristopher adoringly) PHIL I P ,
God's ways ard wonderful -
And to His own He gives while they sleep !
(to Christopher) But now the main thing, = what about it Christopher 2
Were you 1t¢? '
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(Christopher’je ke Speak freely !
convulsively) You have no punishment to fear anymore.
CHRISTOP?HER
(after some hesitancy) I was it, graclous Sir |
(Jutta takes a self-satisfied
posture, and all the women are
proud that they were right)
' I had to hide because I took part in the
peasant rebellion, = - It was the only way
I could save my life ! :
PHILIP:
But that was no reason why you had to give your
life to so many others !
CHRISTOPHER
That too I could not escape once I had taken refuge
under the skirts of the nuns.
PHILTITP
How was that?
: CHRISTOPHER
(sideglance to Margaret
to excuse himself for the
following; the women assume
an embarrassed attitude)’
Well, worthy ladies, I am afrald I will now have to
tell tales about your bed secrets in the convent, -
but after all, you have not spared me either ! ‘
(to Philip) The cells in the convents had no locks on the doors,
so that during the night the nuns could freely
vigit with each other., And if one were impelled by
the spirit, she would go to another; and then one
would play the role of the Angel Gabriel and the
other the Virgin Mary, so that the miracle might
happen.
PHILTIPY
What miracle 2
CEHRISTOPHER
The miracle through which our Lord and Savior came
into existence in the wonib of Mary !

g;
&

PHILIP
(explosively) Ok sure !
(to the women) And so the wonder really happened to you,

and then you wondered a b ou t the wonder = |}
(the women's embarrassment increases)
ELIZABETH (DIEDE)
(complaining) Only_I didn't experience it, - the wonde r !
(strokes the dress with sSpecial tenderness)
CEHRISTOPHER
(somewhat firmer) Yes, your Grace, the wonder had to happen !
The very first night I was in the convent, this
- ' Jutta came to me -
(points to her; she tries to
hide behind the other women;
Philip looks at her with surprise)
PHILIP
On my §
CHRISTOPHER '
Yes indeed, - this very one who id/d%/iﬁﬂd%ﬁ%ﬁﬂyﬁd
has such a blg mouth here, was especially liked as
Angel Gabriel by the nuns.
I was dead tired from the flight, and for the first
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time in weeks slept in a decent bed, - I slept
1like a corpse! = - till I slowly and gradually
got awake and heard a deep volce =

(solemnly imitates .

Juttats pathos) Have no fear, Nary=--=

(in own voice) It just so happened that this was also the name
' I took in entering the convent; - so then:

(again imitates)

Have no fear, Mary

for thou hast found favor
with me! .

Behold thou shalt concedilve
in thy womb, and bring forth

a son, and shalt call his name
J e 8 u 8§ = =

(in own voice again) and so forth !
PHILIP '
(again explosively) And then kkexssmxwasxparer s h e gave birth to
the son - 1}
(Looks for Jutta) Or was it a daughter ? ,
ELIZABETH (SCHEUERNSCHTLOSS)
(since Jubtta does not answer)
' ‘ A lovely boy it was, gracious Sire, = the
(points to Chr.) sec ond father !
CHRISTOPHER
I don't scare so easily, and always felt myself
in God's hand, -
but when I then felt that a hand was taking hold
of me in the dark, I did become afraid and began
to think: The Devil must have something to do
with this { - = ~
PHILIP?
Didn't Jubtbta or some other nun tell on you to
the Mother Superior 7
CEHRISTOPHER
At first I feared that would happen; but then
the Mother Superior herself came to me, luckily, =
but of course she was somewhat older than the others -
but finally I was so fed up that nothing mattered.
I looked upon the whole thing as a necessary evil and
treated it as work that I had to do, - = till the
inspection began - !
(Philip laughs again) '
ELIZABETH (SCHEUERNSCHLOSS)
For us it is no laughing matter, Sir Duke!
When our pensions were arranged, we did not know
of our coming motherhood, otherwlse we would have
put in claims for two mouths instead of one,
because the children came into existence in the
convent before its closing. o
So we sit now in misery with our children, and
have the disgrace added to it, -
for us the Reformation was no thing of beauty !
PHILIP
And that brings us back to the main thing - our
beloved money ! .
Who pays alimony ? That's the question here !
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; ‘ ELIZABETH (SCHEUERNSCHLOSS)
(pointing to Christopher) ,
: _ He does = : he is the father !
KATHERINE o
He is my bridegroom =
and your children are from the Holy Ghost !
MARGARET o '
A new miracle shall happen :
I will support your childrcn !

' (the women are stunned
and unbelieving; Philip is asbonished
but quickly regains composure)
, PHILIP
(to the women) Now are you satisfied ¢
Go now and report tomorrow at my chancery.
Bring your pension papers with you.

(a1l walk slowly to the

door, only Elizsbeth Diede
remainsg behind sunk in dreams
and holding the nun's dress.
She is trying to tell Margaret
something with her glances)

Are you still dreaming of the Angel Gabriel ¢

ELIZABETH (DIEDE)
No, gracious Lord, I =

MARGARET
(places a finger upon
her mouth to tell
Elizabeth to remain silent;
Pnilip glancing from the
side notices it)
Give it to me now, and o !

(Margaret takes the drecss

from Elizabeth who then exits
with all the other women and
closes the rear door at right.)
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PHILIP?
Wnat is the meaning of that ?

MARGARET
(closes the door and
draws forth a note out
of her coab, which she
gives-to Prilip) Christine is expecting me again this evening !

(as the door gets shutb,
Kath. and Christopher fall
into each other's arms,
and passionately caress.

PHILIP
(reading note) Trie hypoerite ! I was such a loving husband to
her in all these weeks -- she too was very loving

to me, I must admit ~-- but now I see that all the
time she only thought of you, - her Baron I
MARGARET A
Does that mean you on the contrary only thoughh of
her, and that you forgot me entirely °?
PHILITP?
Margaret !
' T always thought of you, = even when I was with her !
MARGARET '
And thiat was no hypocrisy ?
PHILIP '
No, most certainly not!
Tt was a cleavage full of charm and pleasure !
My love went forth to you and her together:
Y ou were in her, and she in youl!
MARGARET : '
Gould she not feel the same toward us °?
We twain are o nc¢ to her !
Apd even more so than she and I are one to you,
Ffor in her eyes I am merely the younger Philip !
' Besides, with me she can never be untrue to you !
PHILIP
(smiling back) That is certain |
And 1T is also certain that you made b o t h of
us happy !
MARGARETNA
What moede you happy, made me sad, ; ‘ :
for T had to think of the great disappointment
thot now awaits her 1
Didn't you think of this too %
PHILITP?
Yes indeed, = but my mind had the diversion of
conferences, journeys, official business and the 1like.

(smiling)

Here -
(points to a large iron
box on a table) where the money is flowing together from all Hessian

churches for the Turkish war that is supposed to
insure future peace = h e r e
tmakes a gesture to include the whole T oom ) 7
T 1lived during the day =- but nights I was in there -
(points to left room and steps close to Margaret) T
In the room and the bed, wherc the fragrance
of your loveliness still clung - !
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MARGARET ~ :

(intérrupts him without

‘regponding to hisg

tenderness) Forgive me that I 1nterrupu you -
I can't rid myself of the thought of Christlne -
(execited) I can't se¢ her this evening !
PHILIP
(disappointed that :
she 1is unrespon31ve ~ You can send her a note, saying that you
to hlm) are tired or sick.

MARGARET ;
Then she will come to see me.
PHILIP ‘
1711 be here and will tell her that you cannob
rec01ve her.
: MARGARET ,
(very excited) Even tlat = I can't bear it !
How is this nxkxagxgry knot ever to be untied ! 2
Have you any plan 7
PHILITP
of course § I thought that after a few days you
mlvht return to your mother, - that is,
apparently. But actually you will go
to the castle at Rotenburg, where I mve already
made the preparations for our wedding.
(smiles at her) Your brother Philip is then simply gone =
vanished - , died, if you like !
(crosses himself) Oh
MARGARET
That would be a mean and abominable way of
treating her !
PHILIP
Do you know of any better way ?
MARGARET
Unfortunately not !
So when can I leave here ?
PHILIP
Why you saw and heard it yourself that because of
Melanchthon's coming, everyuhlnf will have to be
gone over from the beginning agein.
And at 1east several days will- be neccssary.
MARGARET
And for days I should play sick, and aéaln be
a prisoner in that room -
(points to room at
ieft where Chwristopher
and EKath., still stand

embraced)
(loud, almost screaming) I can't do that! No, I can't do that ! !

Today yet I will leave -
Tomor*row the very latest !
(Chr, & Kath. hear it;
they remain embraced but take a listening attitude)
PHILIP
But why upset everything ?
MARGARET
(still louder and Because 1 can't play ahis role any lon ger !
almost screaming)
(Kath, wants to zo to the door to listen; he pulls her away, but then
he busies himself near the door.) _
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PHILIP : e
(close to Margsret) Don't scream so ! »

e , ‘ .~ The servants are right next door. S
(points to door) © 1111 speed up everything, and will force a
“decision by btomorrow !
MARGARET
lihy not today 2

PHILIP
Today ? = Impossible !}
MARGARET '
(very irritated) Why impossible ?  What is there so weighty to be

done? Christine will give her consent to your
second marriage even more readily today than to-
morrow, = if you give her the same right.
The theologians and jurists must simply be
c ompelled to make the decislion which
sooner or later they will have to make anyway [
These babblers have already km%&mxmpx@mnagﬂxﬁimmxx
been given time enough !
PEHILIP

It is now only a matter of getting the approval of
Melanchthon, and of Luther Who speaks through
Melanchthon =
nonetheless when the others sign, they should also
feel themselves impelled by the Holy Spirit -

"MARGARET

(not listening, I can!'t wait any longer - = =
" screoms) . Do it t od ay = compel the decislon so I can
(almost leave tomorrow ! '
threatening) Suleiman decided immediately, without listening
to any one else !
: PHILITPF
(again glances at the
side donr, not clearly Don't be so loud ! '
hearing the last) Come now into the other room, md rest yourself

I will send for the men, and in the meantime
will write out two statemeuts, one for me
and one for Christine -
MARGARET
(interrupts) But m e you must leave out entirely !
' PHILIP
Only as &o silent witness must you be there,
otherwise Christine might become hesitant at
the last moment !
(Marg garet mokes a wry face)
Tt'1l do you good to be there, for I intend to
give fullest vent to my foelings, and openly
proclalmweveryublug that I have suppressea
until FFdw. Come along!
(Margaret does not move )
Why do you hesitate ?
MARGARET
(at first half-loud You - heard - that I want to support those
and stammering) children, whose father Christopher Hulsing
unwillingly became 1n t his nun's dress -
(1ifts up the dress on her arm) '
in wiich I too, involuntarily, did sec the God
% (points to Wiz her of Love in goney form,  who now attains reality
and his dress) in t his” your dress, through you and me and =
Suleiman,
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One thousand golden coins are sewed ;
into this dress, with Suleiman's picture on one

~side and your picture on the other, as a thousand-

fold expression of his will to union with you, =
given to me at my departure from him.

' And t hh e se thousand gold Philip- -Suleimans

(points to box)

- I want to give as the start of a fund for the

poor of your land,
And would ask you to add thc cntirc Turkish

. eollection to it,
~and to appoint Chrlstopher Hu151ng as the

administrator of this fund.

PEILIP

Christopher Hulsing? Why should he especlally be
the admibiistrator of the fund, which incidentally
I shall be very happy to support and encourage ?

MARGARET

Because nh ¢ embodies the dream of the kingdom of
heaven which lives in the hearts of the peasants,
and because all through our long journey he talked
with me about that which had become the central
wisdom of hig rich and varied life, -

the same wishdm that I saw as a vision at the altar
on New Year's ove, -

nemely that m on e y 1is the channel through
which God must come to the common people. - = -
And, in a word, because he is the v oic e of
the money=serving populace,

the voice which you must now hear alonvside of \
preachers and counselors, if together with Suleciman
and myself you wish to establish money as the
foundation of the kingdom of heaven upon carth!

PHILITP
(altor a short period

of reflectlon)

(opens thc door in
the partition wall)

Yes, T will listen to this voice !
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PHILIP
(enters room at left,
glances at the table;
Koth. & Chr. servélely ERERS R
greet him.) Are you finished %
(poth answer with
gestures pointing to the
table itself. Philip takes
his stand close in front of
Chris.; speaks solemnly) In recognition of the services rendered by
: you to my future second wife, during her
journey to the Turkish realm, I hereby
appoint you, Christopher Hulsing, as my
Secretary for Social Welfare !
CHRISTOPHER
(folls to his knees before
Philip, and takes his hand . -
to kiss it. Deeply stirred) My deepest thanks for this great honor !
PHILIP . .
Stand up, Sir Secretary, and for the last time go
as servant to the gentlemen of the conference and

(points to room - ask them to come here -
at right) for o short session!

And you yourself take part in this session as
new Secretary !

CHRISTOPHER
(stands up and bows) Very well, your Gracel
MARGARET
(offers him both hands) My good wishes, C h ristopher ! on your
~ appointment.

CHRISTOPHER
(takes both her hands and
falls on his knees before her,
shaken by sobs) I know that I have you to thank for it - !
(Kath. only now begins ’
to understand, and starts crying
as Christopher disappears through right door)

V-6
. PHILIP
(smiling upon the :
crying Katherine) Will you be able to £ill the role of a secretary's
KATHERINE wife 2
(cannot quite Oh, most gracious Lord - if -
stop erying) my father - could have lived to see this!

(she mimics the bow
of a gentleman to a lady,
but her tears meoke it grotesque) .
Madame Secretary - - HMadame Secretary = he could
“now say = to his daughter - - Madame Secreta-a-a-aryl
(finally in control) Hy father was a master in his craft !
S PHILIP _
Well, of course !
Now go to the Duchess and ask her to come here.
(points to room at right) Hurry !
KATHERIDNE

(attempting a solemm curtsy) I will hurry, your Grace !
(to Marg.,pointing to table) There is a bunch of violets for you,

dear, good, Duchess -
the first of this year.

(over)
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PHILIP . ~
(alongside of
Kargaret who stepped to
the table to smell the ,
violets) I have had this meal served here -

in order to make it a holy communion between
us, and to greet you therewith !
Do you still remember the Holy Communion of
" the NWew Year's service -
N - which was our farewell communion ?
(Margoret suddenly swings
around and embraces his head
passionately with both arms, at
the same time pressing her head to
his bosom; he holds her tight until
she loosens herself, then tenderly releases
her. He then goes to the window and looks
downward. )
: I have also ordered music !
(Margoret has not looked
into his eyes before, during
or after the cmbrace; remains
standing where he left her; is
wholly self-absorbed. She does not
even look up when he walks past her
and says:) _
I711 call you afterwards !
(he goes into the room . '
at right, and Yg¢¥y the door)
closes
v Vv -8
(while Philip goes to the rear ‘
door of the right room, to close it,
Morgaret in the left room tokes a few
quick steps to the door in the partition wall;
she raises her arms in inner agony and finally
lecans ageinst the door and drops to her knees)
"HMARGARET
(on her knees) . Porgive me, Philip, that I kisgsed him and let him
kiss me. = I had to do it in order to lay the
foundation of a world power that shall serve as a
pridge to all-power and to God ! :
But I also wanted todo it,
because I love him !

(in the other room Fhilip has

meanwhile seated himself at the table

and has ostentatiously placed two shects
of paper before him on the table; e
writes alternately on one shect and- then
the other, pausing repeatedly with a show
of deep thought. Margaret now turns her
face in the direction of the room at left)

You also love two women =

and ¥ o @ shall possess me first - - -
: . for y ou I have saved myselfl !
(she arises and goes ‘
to the window; daylight 1s gone and twilight begins; the crescent new
gpon)and~a bright star near it, are scen; Harg. stretenes out her arms to
hem .
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T will come - , Suleiman ! ' :
- I will come 8 o on i
(Margaret comes to o :
the middle of the room and
stands fully in the foreground,
brings her hands together in frout of her face
and after a few seconds places them upon her
breast in a prayer position, as at the end
of the first act)
God is my witness,
that I must become attached to both,
for love is only permissible
when its joy is the path.to ommipotence,
and includes all menkind|lin its blessing !
Philip=-Suleimen, Jway
Suleiman=Philip,
in mystical union with me and with God
through sameness of dress and oneness of money !
(stretches out both :
arms longingly)
You = both of you =my b e 1 o v ¢ 4 ones !
You - both of you - my h o€
oV

w“

er ! ~

You = both of you - my Db e 1 ed heroecs !
(through the window the musicians

are heard, playing "A Mighty

Fortress is Our Godi")

V-9

Through the right rear door
come Christopher Hulsing and
the same preachers and counseélors
ag in the first act, except that .
Kirchhain and Febricius are missing
and Philip Melanchthon is added.

, CEHRISTOPHER
(steps alongside of Philip
who does not interrupt

his writing) The gentlemen are here, your Grace.l
PHILTIP '
(without looking up) TLet them be seated ! Light the room and also

EikghkxihexianpryxandxxiznaxaadixkiexBaran

ask the Baron to come in,
(Christopher lights
candles, then takes one in
his ghand and goes to the
partition door and knocks)

HWARGARET
(standing at the window
and looking at the evening sky) Come in !
CHRISTOPHER
(walks in) The gentlemen have come - , Sir Baron |
(he places the lighted ,
candle on the table, and at the
word "Baron" smiles understandingly at
Margoret) MARGARET
1711 be there rigut away !

(she motions him to go,




which he does. Immediately
thereafter Marg. takes a few
determined steps to the door, . .
but then stops), Forgive me, Christine, that I cannot help you !
(then she goes into
the room at right and is
greeted silently; she sits down
on a chair near the partition door,
which Chr.H. has held out to her.
When the door opened, the music
could be heard more strongly)
PHILIP
(still writing) Shut the window over there.
(Chr.H. goes into
the room at left and shuts
the window; at the same
moment the musicians are
heard only very faintly.
After onc repebition of
"m Mighty Fortress isg our God"
other melodiecs are heard)
(Philip now stops writing and
. grects all with a mere nod
of his head) T have interrupted your conference, and have
' asked you to come here, because y o u -
(he nods to Nusspicker
- who gquickly rises half-way
and bows) Nusspicker, a s Notary-
(then with a gesture
to all the others, who
likewise have half risen
and bow) and all of you worthy gentlemen, as W i1 t ne ss ¢ 8
(he 1lifts up both
sheets with both hands
and shows them to all)
are 0ll together now requested to sign these
statoments with my wife and myself: '
the Duchess will also be here presently !
(almost all turn ’
their heads involuntarily to
the rear door where Chr.H. has
taken his stand; but immediately
turn back to Philip, who now holds :
up one sheet alone) On this page here she will acknowledge m y
right to a second marriage -
(puts down this sheet
and tokes up the other) and herc I will grant the s amée right to her!
(gives both sheets to ' I

Nussp. who takes them Examine these papers, and se¢ if they will
with a bow) become legally valid expressions of our wills,

: when duly signed and executed !
HELANCHTHON

(who toward the end Forgive me, your noble Grace - but have I

stared horrified at Ph.) - heard correctly that also the Duchess is to

have the right to a second marriage ?

A PHILITP
(turns to Bucer who con-= Didn't you speak to them in Wittenberg about
yulsively draws together)  the desire of my wife, Bucer ?
BUCER '

(gess up, twisting and turning)
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I had no end of difficulty - to get Luther's
signature for your second marriage alone;
and could hardly have gotten it if I had spoken
about the intention of the Duchess.
PHILITP v
(again to Melanchthon What my wife requests - is merely a recogni-
in a tone of indifference) tion of the equality of man and woman.
(with a side-glance at
Margaret) And T can already tell you that the possi-
bility therein involved will never become
an actuality.
MARGARET
(involuntarily) But that does not affect the seriousness and validity
' of the statement which your Grace is to sign on the
second page, does it ?°
PEILIP ' ,
(very astonished) Certainly not, dear Baron !
MELANCETHON
That already fulfills Luther's fears and forebodings,
who demanded strictest secrecy for this second mar-

PH I LIP riage.
(angrily to Bucer) That t oo youhave not reported, Bucer.
tso Melanchton) But to you T must put the same question that two

months ago I put to Pastor Kirchhain, who already
knew of this attitude of Iuther:
Can anything be wrong before mankind and the world
that has been found right before God ¢
MELANCHTHON
(didactically) God's graciousness permits in special cases,
what generally remains forbidden -
just as we are more indulgent to those who are sick
than we are to those who are well ad strong.
PHILITP
(interrupts strongly) I reject the comparison !

_ Because to me the second marriage means salvation
and happiness - the way to God throuéh joy and
ecstasy !

MELANCHTHON
Christ alone is the way to God -
you however are living in the flesh of Adam, which
is continuously crying for the flesh of Eve,
because you scorn the Body of the Lord
which frees us from the lust of the flesh !

PHILIP .
And what is Iuther seeking in Katy Borah,
when he as man enbraces her as woman 2

MELANCHTHON
The c¢hildren that he is generating with
her, and i n the children, § o d - = ‘
but never the Paradisical lust of the flesh

B which is of the Devil !

PHILIP
And then Tuther's children seek God in t he i r
children, and these again in t h e i » children -
and so on until the 1ast day, = = but never in their
own flesh and blood |
If that is the way to God, then I am willing to go
to the Devil !

" (excited murmuring of all)
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MELANCHTHON

-~ (jumps up seriously For the sake of your soul's salvation, noble
worried about Philip, Sir, I implore you to take Holy Communion
imploringly: ) very s oon , or els¢ the same fate will

befall you that came to the recently deceased
Doctor Faust in Wittenberg who was also

caught in a frenzy of love and sensual pleasure,
and turncd away from the Sacrament, and then

(with exaggemated had to yield his soul to the Dev11 !
gsolemnity, almost
grotesque) As a reformed. Chrlstlan, you can receive the Body

of the Tord in b o t forms, in the bread a n d
in the wine, even as did Christ's disciples;
and thereby surely become free of all sinful
longing !

PHILIP

(sarcastic) In your opinion then, the principal sense of the
Reformation is the reforming of the Body of Christ
upon the altar, and specifically the little swallow
of wine which reformed Christians receive with the
bread, while Catholics eat only the bread alone ? !
And you seriously believe that fao t h a £t reason
I became a reformed Christian, and for fifteen
years already have risked my life and my country
for the cause of the Reformation 7 ,

MELANCHTHON
Yes indeed, sowe th ough t in Wittenberg !
PHILITP?
Let us speak frankly for once !
The real point at issue between Rome and ourselves
is not the Body of the Lord and its form upon the
altar, "
but rather the body of people - of men and women -
who as erRzrmaerR a reformed clergy now live on the
wealth which priests, monks and nuns had gathered
together as gifts for saying masses for the dead, -
und which wealth we have quietly taken along in
going over from the Catholic mass to the

(mokes a gesture reformed Holy Communion !

of taking along)

Money is the real meaning of the phrase,

"This is my body," and n o t the ceremoniously

carried monstrance, it is the poorly veiled

purpose of sermon and song; it is the t r u e

divine substance, the t r u 1l y reformed thing,

the t rue gospel. It is the ac¢c tbual -

. because money-dreated - heavenly radiance - -~ -

" (sobbing and bitter) )
But alas, instead of converting this divine substance
into the body of Go d, our preachers and their
wives - though nearly all zzmysrk trained in
celibacy = convert it only into the bodies of their
children, -
and out of love they make a Godless pastime !

(stands up, breathes ‘

deeply and speaks I however seek a truly G od 1 1i ke use and

passionately) m o n ey -fashioned form of the Body of Christ,

‘ centered to the priestly bridegroom and the priestly
bride, as pricstly loving couple in the form of man
and wife !




(1laughs bitterly)

V=29 ‘ 24 .
HELANCHTHON : -
The imagination of your Grace is engaged in
o dangerous game with the Body of Christ,
which is reminiscent of the lustful escapades
of the Minster Anabaptists,
. who also minted coins to glorify their fleshly
lusts as way to God.
Are you then now seeking God along the way of
that tailor whom you yourself helped to put down?
PHILIP
(sits again) ihether we find God through the way of a ta il or
‘ or through the way of & carpenter,
my dear Sir Hagistrate,
is certainly less important than the question
whether we find Him a t o 1 1 !
And to this I would add that I myself have in the
(general disquiet reformed faith as yet n ot found Him ! ‘
and wmurmurings; .
Melanchthon excitedly arises
and sits down again) :
' The fact that I helped to to put down that tailer -
or rather was compelled by treaty to make my troops
available for this-purpose -
this I now regret all the more, because in that
same year I risked my life and land to bring back
my cousin Ulrich into Whrttemberg amd his dukedom, -
h im who now deserts me !

Great youcalled me for it,

but I wasn't great, because I still lacked the
courage to be myself, - to be my owm priest, - to
find my own way to God, = which How I am ready

to do ! '
(turns again to Melanchton) :

_ What good does it do me to be the appeeent head of
the crurches in Hesse, but in reality to be only
the churches' servant and cashier,
who now besides priests, monks and nuns also has
thousands of preacher's children to support,
which prEzkzmzxy formerly were not present and
which do not increase the well-being of my people ?
And do you think my throne has a firmer foundation
in the reformed churches than in the Catholic?

MELANCETHORN
(somewhat uncertain) ' Your Grace must not farget that Luther's pen
: ' at that time fashioned the spiritual weapons
against those peasants, - who constituted a
: very real danger to your throne !
. PEHILIP
(lets his head drop and remains
silent & few seconds; thereby the
msic becomes more clearly audible,
asmmm@ﬂtmkﬂyisbﬁngphmw)
These T obbing =-- These murderindg
peasants - = , as Luther called them - - =¢
these poor Devils with their dream of  the kingdom
of God 1 '
(now he looks up, gazes

into the distance and ralses
his voice) T still see them before me -, at Frankenhausen -,
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in front of thée mouths of our cannon and the
points of our lances -,
shortly before they were slaughtered by our hired
troops.
(1ifts right arm and
by gesture indicates the :
field of battle) There =~ stood Thomas Minzer preaching the
\ Kingdom of God - =
‘and h e r e was I, high upon my horse, exefcising
divine authority and leadership - =
then = a cannon shot ! !} !
(he strikes the table : '
with his hand so that all
jerk together with fear;
he stands up and hammers outb
the words with great passion)
' Cries 1! Howls {1l Stampede, - groaning, and
- moaning ! An awful butchery 171"}
(somewhat quieter) Like sheep at the shembles they stood in front
of these trained soldiers -
and prayed to G o d - -
where powder and bullets - and mon ey for
war moterial - were the only effective powers !
(solemnly and slowly with
a gesture of invitation) ,
Stand up, worthy gentlemen, to honor these peasants
and to honor Thomas MinzZer -
one of whose fellow=-combatants I have just appointed
to be my Secretary for Soclal Welfare,
Come here, Christopher Hllsing, and introduce yourself
(with trembling voice)
In you I unite myself with the peasants and also
with the Anabaptists,
and demand now as ruler by divine right,
what they as p e op 1l e dreamed of in that early
time: namely a reformation not only of the
‘Church and of the divine service i n the
church, = but also of the S t a t e and of the
classes in the state. ,
The foundation of this new reformation shall be
the new marriage - a priest-like noble married palr -
and not the Hokus pokus at the altar !
MELANCHTHON
(turns to all the others) But that is blasphemy and heresy !

PEHILIP
(short scornful laugh) Herecsy?! If in this moment I should

turn Catholic, in the next moment you would be
a heretic in Hesse, and the fire con-
suming you at the stake would light your way
to God = so that you would surely not miss it |
BUCER
(pows to Philip who sits again)
The words blasphemy and heresy are deeply regretted
by all of us -~
(he includes all with a
gesture, and they all assent with
more or less nodding of the head) = and no doubt Melanchthon himself -
(turns to Melan., who howeéver '
gives no sign of regret) has also already regretted them.
s Forgive them, gracious Duke, and ascribe
them to the heat of the argument!



- (Philip mekes a gesture of -
“angry refusal, and stares
straight shead with a look
of annoyance. Bucer turns
to lMelanchtlion) The question whether the church sacraments can
effect salvation, is one whiclh my friend Calvin in
Geneva answers in the negative. ,
And if Holy Communion be considered as a church
sacrament, whether then Christ's flesh and blood
is present in the bread and wine only in & symbolic
gsense, as Z wing l i teaches - ‘ -
or whether it is present actually and truly,
as Luther would have it -
there we have the fatal disagreement which as early
as ten years ago our noble Duke tried to adjust in
HMarburg; - . .
because this disagreement divides the reformed
Cnristians into two camps, and was much more
dangerous = and still is - than the peasants' war
and Minster.
And if now this same Duke wishes to conslider marriage
as a sscrament and treat it as such, '
and seeks to find God in his own way through a
double marriage, we must hold that ILutherts doctrine
that each one is his own priest, gives him the
right to do so. Y
Otherwise Imther would merely be a new popel
Tnerefore I beg of you, urgently and most sincerely,
to assent to this double marriage ! o
MELANCHTHON
What you demanded of us in Wittenberg, we have done;
although it was with great reluctance that we signed
your protocol. ,
Now however you want us to endorse the double marriage
publicly- ~
and also to give the Duchess a dispensation for a
second marrisge - = :
in fact, if I understand you correctly, we should
actually acknowledge the double=-sided double marriage
as o new sacrament !
This is too much 11

v - 10
(in the rear door at right
Christine appears, dressed as
in the third act; behind her
is Katherine) ‘
CHRISTOPHER
" (who is the first to : _
notice her coming; loudly) Her sovereign Grace, the Duchess |
(a1l arise and bow to ’
Christine, who remains standing
in the door for a moment, to
cateh her breath) -
Philip goes to her and leads her
to his place at the table, himself taking another chair alongside of her
which Christopher moves toward him. Christopher then goes to Katherine
who still stands at the door, he whispers something to her, after wvhich
she goes out and he closes the door, thereafter returning to the conference)

Y
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PHILIP?
(after all are seated
exceptChristopher) You have come at just the right moment,

Christine, to per s onally tell our guest
from Wittenberg, Sir HMelanchthon -

(points to him; he

rises half-way and bows

again to Christine) what the other gentlemen have already heard
from you; namely that you feel yourself enbitled
to a second marriage even i f the worthy Doctor
YMartin Imther does not agree with you |

(motions for the two

papers, which Nusspicker

places on the table) Here are two statements which I have drawn up,

‘ and which Nusspicker has checked over -

(pushes one of the

papers toward her) On this page you agree to my second marriage -

(Christine recads, and

Ph. waits before pushing

the other paper WIEERR

toward her) and I agree to yours on this !

(She reads the second

paper still more eagerly;

Ph. turns to Nussp.) Are the papers properly drawn 2
NUSSPIOCKERR N
(with servile bow) They are, gracious Lord,
I need only put the heading on them.
PHILIP

(to Christine who  Then I would suggest that we both now sign them,
is still reading) before the notary and all these gentlemen as '
witnesses; so that these many conferences will
have at last a fixed point from which to work.
(Christine is still
reading) I think you will be in complete agreement !
(she stops reading
and gazes thyoughtfully
straight ahead, while Ph. and
01l the others await her reply
with great tension; in the silence
the music becomes more clearly audible:
Christmas airsl)
Have you any misgivings -
or any other suggestion to make ?
CHRISTINE
(rises slowly as if in G HR I S T in e is my name -
a dream and speaks so I was christened, because I was born on
acecordingly) Christmas day = =
. the same day therefore on which we celebrate
Christ's birthday !
(somewhat livelier) A promise this name became to me when
: " I understood the meaning it was intended to have,
a nun I wanted to become, so that as
Christine I could belong wholly to
Christ ! .
ind no doubt would have become one, if my
- father had not planned for my marriage.
But even as wife I was more attached to Christ
than to my husband, for whom in this reserved
way I brought s e v e n children into the
world, without ever tasting the joy of love - =1
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(very emotionally) Forgive me, you theological gentlemen, that o
today I call t his kind of married life
an ungualified sin ==
(with tears in her
eyes, to Phllip who V :
looks up at her) ind you, Philip, forgive me -
that formerly when you camé to me as m a n
I could only see you in the light of the Devil -
and only realized that this was the cause of
our unhappy marriage,
when another man opened my eyes, and showed me
what love could be ! -
(glances at Margaret
who draws together con-
vulsively and remains
secated and self-absorbed) Forgive me this most of all ! !
(with great feeling s ‘
that grows) Christ touched n o woman = .
; and that is why formerly, as Christine, I did not
want to touch any man.
But now I believe that also thereby He brought
o sacrifice for all mankind, -
to purify our sexuality from the curse of the fall.
Behiind the pair of criminals at Clirist's crucifixion,
I now behold a purified pair of lovers at Christ's
resurrection ! ‘
Only through this vision did I become a Christian
in my heart, and did I find the way to my lwsband
in God, - because I was p aire d in Christ, -
and on the wings of suehh 1 o v ¢ could soar to
heaven !
And now if with Philip's consent, I am permitted.
to belong also to another man -
as wife to both as husbands -
I feel my love and happiness are doubled !
(throws a burning glance '
at Margaret who remeins motionless)
PHILITP
(draws close to Christine
and presses her tenderly to
himself; deep silence and the
msic again more audible) I thank you, Christine,
I thank you from my heart -
(she sits but he re- ‘
mainst standing) and hope that these gentlemen will now find in
your words a second time what, before you came,
I soaid to them about the meaning of the new
“marriage: that it is a new covenant with God,
a new third testament and kingdom,
as perhaps Hohammed surmised = who in his Koran
acknowledged the old and new testaments zex -
as true revelations of God - ‘
MELANCHTHON
(jumps up with gesture

of abhorrence) Horrible delusion !
o PHILIP
(Pirmly but quietly) You are horrifiecd, HMelanchthon, because your

Christian pride will not let you see that Allah
and Jehovah are only different names for the
one God I
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(breaks off the thought : ‘ : .
and addresses them all) . N , -

‘ o 0 put if after conquering Hungary, Suleimen should
“glgo conquer Austria and Germany, '
then t hi s that wedo %t .o0day:
will save Christianity from annihilation,
‘and preparc the way For the unity of the two religions,
MELANCHTHON

(desperately) Almighty God ! - a unity of Christians and
: ‘ Mohammedans == =1
PHILIP
(serenely, almost
jokingly) Why not, sihee Christians and Hohsmmedans 1live

together very peaceably in the Turkish realm ?
And did not Tuther himself write that warring
against the Turks is the same as warring against God ?
You are a master of languages and know thatb
Suleimafn is the same name as Solomon, =
do you comprchend the promise that lies in this
name for me,

(tries to catch Marg.'s

eye, but she twitches

gvery time the name .

aylcimen is uttered) since Solomon and David are wy patterns ?

. HMEBELANCHTHON
(dries his forehead) Pardon - I cannot stay here any longer; my
spirit is becoming weak and confused !
PHILIP . )
‘ 411 right! I will gquickly dismiss you;

but you should witness -

(Melanchthon twitches

with fear; Ph. smiles and

takes a friendly tone)
only to witnesgs - -
and t oge ther with a 1 1 these gentlemen - -
tnat the Duchess and myself are affixing our |
gignatures !

(to Nussp, who has

meanwhile again read

the papers) Give it to me !

(Nussp. gives one) And the other one !

(Pn. gives the first

one to Christine) This is for you !

(she takes it and

gets into position to

sign it; while Philip signs

his and then offers her the pen) Here is the pen !

(vhiile Christine is writing,

Nussp. strews sand over Fu's

signature, then bows ) Have alq the gentlemen sign, then seal
the papers and sénd them to-d a y to my
(Wussp. has strewn the wife and mysdlf L .

"second paper, is serviely
attentive as Ph. invites all

the rest to leave) T thank you in advance far your witnessing
signatures, worthy gentlemen, i
(to Melanechithon) and I beg of you, Melanchthon, to inform

) the worthy Doctor Martin Luther that the
‘wedding will be at Baster if not

(over)
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CEHRISTINE s g

as Ph.

closes the rear door;

whispers hastily)  Did they bring you the nun's dress ?
- (Marg. very slightly ‘
nods affirmatively) 1111 await you at midnight 1!
PHILITP :

(who has observed the
foregoing out of the corner

of his eye, goes to both women,
speaks and acts unconcernedly)

(Chiristine offers her

I will accompany you to your room, Christine.
Our Baron is already leaving us early tomorrow
morning, because he feels - no doubt rightly -
that his mother and also his sister are waiting
impatiently fa him. ,
1111 talk everything over with him later !
CHRISTIDNE
So soon you are leaving us - =
but I suppose it must be so '}
Come back 8 o on with your sister !

hand which Harg. kisses like
a cavalier. On the way to the

rear door Chr.

lets her hendkerchief

drop, then turns around gquickly at the door)

Ah - there it isg !

(comes back quickly

for the handkerchief, which

Marg. is picking up. Chr. also

bends down to pick it up and

their heads are close together) You can come earlier or later 1§
(Chrs goes back to door where

philip is waiting for her, and

she winks back at Margaret)

MARGARET

(as Chr. is about to disappear,
desperately loud) MXRXEXZEXEXEX®E C h v i s tine It

CHRISTIDNE

(twitéhes and then
plunges back to Harg.) What is it, dear Baron ?
(Ph., slowly follows with

wide-open eyes)

(solemnly¥

(P, gestures
desperately to
silence Marg.)

MARGARET
Forgive me, Duchess, that I cried out so loudly -
but I must ask you something that I could not
very well ask you in front of preachers and counselors

Would you have consented to the second marriage of
your husband even t h e n if no sccond man had as
yet been found by you ?

PEHILITP .
Wnat are you asking there ?

CHRISTIUNE

(gquickly and firmly) Let him alone - I want %o hear it !
(trembling—stammering) You ask, - if I would have consented even if no

(after a pause)

second man had been found for me ?
Put he h a s been found 11!1!
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(casts an agonized glance o g ~ '
at Pnilip becausc she thinks
he will now learn for the first
time of her love for Margaret
as the Baron)  Don't you want me 7

Oh =, speak to me 11}
MARGARET

"It is because I cannot do so, Christine !
CHRISTINE ¥

You cannot ?1 And why can't you *?
MARGARET '

Because I am not a man !
CHRISTINE

(BITH embarrassed Because you are not a man = =

smile) because you are not y e t a man !
' But you will soon be one -
oh, I will wait, if you wish;
Iwill gl adly walt, my dear,
only tell me that you love me !
MARGARET
- I 1 ove you, Christine,
That I can swear to you, = but not as & man !
CHRISTINGE
As 8 youth you love me, - as a boy if you wish - =
after all it is true, I could be your mother !
(dries her eyes and : '
sobs deeply) How you frightened me, you bad boy !
MARGARET
(fully desperate) I am no boy - and no man = =
T ama womamni! |
CHRISTINE
(unable to grasp You are = 2 You are = %
it at first) But that can! be !
Didn't you - = Aren't you = -
Wh o are you anyway 7 .
MARGARET
Hargaret von der Saal !
CHRISTINE )
' Marga - , Map = = = 1 7
That is a very poor joke !
MARGARET
No, Christine, it is ter r i b 1l y true !
(points to side- Think of the Baron with the long hair !
door; Chr. gazes as .
if stunned) CHRISTIUNE
(with choking voice) 0 God !
fshe sways and Philip
catcehes hier but she tears
loose from him and throws ‘
herself sobbing on the table) I have been c h e ated !

' PHILIP

(accusingly to Marg.) Look what you hiave done !

HARGARET

In this holy hour we should not leave any
misunderstanding = Tr uth a l on e can
now lead us onward from here ! '

(goes into the other

room for the nun's dress, but

is too excited to find it right away)
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: o PHILIP
(close to Christine Calm yourself, Christine - 8
but not touching her) The deception was unintentional !

The male costume was intended to hide her
until the wedding - - : -
And her hair she sacrificed in order to keep ue
Prom swearing a false oath; -
therefore also sacrificing it for y o u -
if you are weally o n € with me in God - =

(tries to touch her
put she rebuffs him,
yet less than before) or don't you love me at all =-

and have you only simulated love for me
during all these weeks ?
CHRISTIUNAE

(explosively) That's what v o u did = I now sec it clearly !
s y .

You were thinkimg of her -
and only made me happy because of pity - =~

(screaming) I don't want any pity -, I want 1 ov e == 1 o v el
(sobbing ldud) L o v e ! 1!
PHILIP :

‘ I love you, Christine, - do believe me
CHRISTINLK

(refuses to listen) T am d oub 1 y cheated, - doubly

disappointed, = d oub l y alone !
MARGARET

(stands at the side door, ,
exactly where she showed herself
in the first act with her short hair;
has the nun's dress over her arm)

Christine, listen to me once more !

T did not want to deceive you, that time when I
first appeared to you, ’

but I wanted to save Philip from committing perjury;
T did it for him, not against you !

When you then immediately thereafter sent this dress
to me, .

(holds it by the

sleeves, spread out in front
of her so that it fully covers
the mole attire; Christine now
looks at Marg.)

I sacrificed myself again for him -

forgive me, if I speak of my going to you as &
"sacrifice; but, believe me, it was a hard and

difficult thing for me to do.

What I lived through with you, drove me into the

church; ond there, when I saw you both sitting there,

T intended to end the play of disguises, and to

remain what I then was: & nun | -

T went to Holy Communion, to marry my body to the

Body of Christ, but experienced an gestatic union
with Philip, wvhom I saw unitedwith y o u

and myself as a new Son of God imprinted on sound
. money - :

CHRISTIDNE

(interrupts) That was an inspiration of the Devil -

(Morg.

for in money the Devil has his dwelling-place !
lets the nun's

dress drop toward the flbor, so that Philip's dress
becomes visible on her again)
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‘ PHILIZP
(rcserved but Tnen he is also in you and in your v1sion of
positive) : - the loving couple in Christ - - - , -
(adjuring) I beg of you, Christine, not to curse that which

you have but recently @EX&EE praised;

and remember that your right to a second marriage
remains intact,

MARGARET

(hastily and Then you W ou 1 d have agreed to her second
quickly) marriage, even 1f the second man for her had
redlly exlsted 2 1 2
PEILIP
Certainly ! How can you doubt that 2
RGARET

Frownd
228
+
=

It is just this doubt that tortures me -

and which has caused me to withhold from you
the most important condition attached to the
agreement between you and Suleiman !

PHILIP
(excited and The most important il
hastily) And what is - = - the most important 2

MARGARET
That the agreement is not binding until
I have once more been with him !
PHILIP ,
Wy must it be you ?° The final-details can just
as well be taken care of by someone else | ’
MARGARET
I myself must come = - and as & woma n !
(Christine becomes
very attentive; Philip '
sways lightly and holds his head)
Christine's r i gh t to a second marriage,
has for me become o d ut y -
because Suleiman can not bé won over in any other way,
and without him we cannot use his gold as a bridge
' - to world power, to omnipotence, and to Gad !
(1ifts up the hEm
nun's dress) But if Christine cannot bear it, to have me belong
to you cven as she does,
and if y o u cannot bear to let me - visit Suleiman!
then skhwll this nun's dress show me the way = =
the way back to the cross of Christ and to
eternal sorrow |
CHRISTINE
(after a few seconds of
deep silence - which lets music
beecome stronger - Christine goes
to Marg. and reaches for the nun's dress)
Give it to me = and you continue your way onward
as God-filled loving one !
(she takes dress
and turns to ‘Ph.) What we have signed, let it stay valid;
only I wish to transfer my right to her I
(a surge of gratitude o
and tenderness causes Harg. to draw close to
Chr. who takes her in her arms and kisses her,
 Marg. passionately returns the kiss and caress.:
Phlllp looks on as if stunned; Chr. speaks to both)
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‘ - ' I will leave you alone ! : ~ -

(walks to the rear

door, but turns around

after the first step; . : L

speaks to larg.) Breet Suleiman for me |

(at the door she ' : ‘

turns half way around ; ,

again; speaks to Harg. ) Don't forget to greet Suleiman for me !

(exist through door - : o

which she closes behind herself)

vV - 12

After Christine's exit, HMargarct
and Philip remain silent and
motionless for a few seconds;
tMusic more clearly audible:
lovesongs are being played)

' MARGARET
(lLooks at Ph. with

padiant eyes; speaks

very lovingly) fie are a 1l on e , Puilip !
PHILIP

(without looking up;

growling, low tone) We are n o t alonec -

in you there is Su l¢ iman le!
HARGARET

(quickly) End in you, Christine - - =
and in us both are all the men and women of the
world !

(moves one step Boward
him; almost jubilant) And therefore we a lone are all omne !
Philip, Beloved, Wy Hero - = = , h
Becousc our love draws all toggther and makes
all onc &&l
PEILIP
You are only reaching over To Suleiman through me !
HWARGARET
As through me you are reaching over to Christine !
PHILIP ‘
He is the only one you desire -
he is the one whom you love - -
for me there remains at most only pity !
MWARGARET
(first depressed, then
brighter again) Do not dishonor this hour through false jealousy !
Remember that I too must accept Christine
and believe me that I want her to be
PHILIP g hiappy !
(very hastily) Christine was already my wife, whoen I met you !
MARGARET
But n o t your beloved = : :
n ot your wife in the new marriage,
which we are only now establishing !
suleimen too was already the ruler of gold and of
the Turkish realm - when we met !
PHILIP
(looks at her fully for the first time and becomes livelier)
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How did he find out anyway, that you are
a woman? Why did you reveal it to him 2
HARGARET ~
Because he considered the double harem of a
.married pair as a work of the Devil, and he too
refused to believe that a woman could at the
same time love Tt w o men truly !
" PHILTIP
And so you wanted to prove the contrary to him -
( gesture of disgust) love as a picce of evidence. , love as a
v makeshift, - thatt!s a Tine kind of love !
MARGARE T*

(ironically) Then of course you can clearly sec that your
. jealousy has no justification!
PHILIP

(heavily and with fear) Or doyou r e ally love him ?
MARGARET

(angered) Y e s , I do love him -
(Ph,(holds head and mainly because after & hard battle with
and groans) himself, he accepted the woman in me as having

equal rights with man,
and furthermore because‘he finally gave in to my
will and desire to remain a v ir g in for you:
(tenderly accusiné) I have saved mysclf for y ou !
HILIP
(still growling ) Lt bottom you love him only !
(with noisy force) How can it be possible anyway, for a woman truly
.to love two men at the s ame ¢t ime ?
M ARGARET
And how can it be possible for a man to love two
women at the same time 2
PHILIP :
On stop repeating that as if it were the greatest
wisdon in the world !
MARGARET
There you are right -
For a man to 1ove two women ot the same time
is far from the greatest wisdom - !
- And if my fCGlan for you and Suleiman were nothlné
more than a reflectlon of your selfish love for
Christine and myself,
then were these thousand golden Philip=-Suleimans
(places both in this youpr dress,
hands on dress) nothing but a thousand doors to a hedl of lust,

v 1nst0ud of being a thousand golden bridges to the
heaven of our God—filled 1ove that shall be opened
to all mankind through our 1oving union !

- PHILITP

" (desperately) But that is just what I am a iming at -

and what I believe I have shown you I am working for !
MARGARET
' You a r ¢ working for it -

but can only a c hh 1 ¢ ve it together with
Suleiman; and you really should be thankful that T
am able to win hlm for you.

PEHILIP
(still more . But I can't stand it, - that you want to rush out of
desperately) my arms ©o hlm, and no doubt i n my arms will be

thinking of him 1!
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HARGARET T “ [ :
"Even as y ou in my arms will be thinking

of Christine ! I will be thinking of him, - yes,
of him and of @ 1 1 men ! :

‘ ; PHILITP? ; '
(terrified Tor God's sake! Do 'you want a 1 1 men to be
and hastily) your lovers % ! 2
C - MARGARET
(passionately) For G od's sake, ye g !

T must become the beloved of a 1 1 men,

even as v o u the beloved of a 1 1 women,

so that the will of God can through both of us
become the realized ideal of all monkind - -

"you a8 the ma s ¢cu l i ne ideal for all women -
Tas the feminine ideal for all men -

o

we together as the ideal p a i r for all humanity

PHILIP
(toneless and Then I am only one of many, \
tired) where I had thought to be the o n 1 y one beloved
by you = = Oh God ! = Oh God !

MARGARET
0 n¢ of many, yes -
ags I too am only o n € of many -
To whom you cannot give one bit more
than she is joyfully able to give to you: =
The first and highest place in love !
PHILIP
(with repressed joy) Har g
MARGARET
And, too, you are the only one
whose children I would mother -
while sharing all my love !

PHILITP
(places his arm Come !}
tenderly around I willdonomore thinking,
" her hip) where only e ¢ s t o 8y can lead me onward !

(re drawg her with
mimself into the room at

left, and goes with her to

the window which he opens.
The crescent moon and the stars
shine brightly in the dark sky.
The music is heard very clearly,
playing an Ave Maria, which ends
just at the end of the scene.
After o few scconds, Philip leads
Wargaret to the prepared toble
and points to the wine-cup)
‘ Do you recoghize this cup?
MARGARET

(observes it) Isn't it thie wine-cup from the chiurch?
PHILIP?
(pours the wine) It 1s! I have given the church another one
for it. ‘
(with feeling) The & am ¢ wine in the s am e cup as at the

altar, shall now consecrate our bodies as o new
sacrament, a double form of God, born of creative
gcstasy ! :
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MARGARET . o
- L . Its fragrance alone 1lifts one into exaltation ! :
(suddenly she be- T 611 me = isn't this the same wine which you
comes thoughtful) drank at Worms that time when you asked Tuther -

{looks at him - ~ whether a W oman could have ©t w o men ?
(teasingly) . . . o Lo
' i PHILIP?P : , S
(smiles) i ‘Tt is the s ame = but now it is fully mature -
o : ‘ even as that question - and also the guestioner 1!

(1ifts cup and in- , ‘ . ‘
_ hales the wine)  H oly=-Virgints=-N1i1lk!
_ (laughs softly to : ' -
* himself) |

i1 1 k fFfrom the motherkof'God {
- Hilk fromher brecastag!l

(offers the cup .
to Margaret) © As new mother of God and beloved of God, you
’ offered me this wine at the altar,
now TI offer it to you as your beloved and
 maturcd son ! '
" MARGARGET ‘
(unbuttons her Before I drink, you shall look at the Gold~-Philip
coat at the top) which lay in the wine on the altar ! :
(she holds the coat
open and thereby exposes
the upper part of her breast.
Around her neck hangs a black
ribbon on which is a locket)

' ~ Open the locket !
(Prnilip puts down N ‘
the cup and opens the
locket with trembling hands.
He then touches the coln
with his finger)
Is it still werm from my kisses ?
(he bends forward
to kiss the coin and
also kisses her breast)

PHILIP _
(with trembling And so I always rested on your breast and on
voice) your heart !

MARGARET
The & o 1 d Philip rested t he rel
(tokes his head -
tenderly in both hands,
he still holds the locket)

You yourself - beloved = d eca re 8 t Philip -
are living wi thin my preast and wi thin
my heart 1
PHILIP
(embraces her with
a ery of jubilation)

Margare Tl

Jen ﬁé (the curtain falls)
( 51941e ) -;‘,,/' iz ;"’ L&





